Choosing the Right Fence for a Recreation Area

When you need a fence around a recreation area, the first question is not about style or cost. It
is about what the fence must do. A recreation ground serves many purposes: children playing,
adults walking dogs, sports matches, and quiet picnics. The fence that works here must
balance safety, visibility, durability, and access. The direct answer is that an open rail fence,
often with a height of around 1.2 to 1.8 metres, tends to work best for most recreation areas. It
keeps people and pets inside, keeps unwanted traffic out, and allows clear sightlines so the
space feels open and welcoming. But the details matter a great deal, and the right choice
depends on the specific site, the users, and the type of recreation.

Recreation areas differ from domestic gardens or industrial sites. They are shared spaces,
often used by families, schools, and community groups. The fence must be safe for children,
robust enough to withstand weather and occasional knocks, and low-maintenance so it does
not become an ongoing burden. It also needs to comply with local regulations and, where
applicable, with standards for play areas. Getting these factors right from the start saves time
and money later. This is where a professional understanding of park boundary fencing
becomes important.

Key considerations for a recreation area fence

Safety comes first

Safety is the primary concern in any recreation area, especially where children are present. The
fence should have no sharp edges, protruding bolts, or gaps that could trap small limbs. For
play areas, the recommended maximum gap is often around 100 millimetres to prevent a
child's head from getting stuck. The height should be sufficient to prevent climbing, typically at
least 1.2 metres, and sometimes higher near roads or water features. The materials must be
non-toxic and splinter-free. Wooden fences should be planed smooth and treated to avoid
rough surfaces. Metal fences should have rounded tops and no sharp points.

Visibility and openness

A recreation area should feel open and inviting, not like a compound. Solid panel fences can
create a closed-off atmosphere and reduce natural surveillance, which can actually encourage
anti-social behaviour. Open rail fences, such as palisade or post-and-rail designs, maintain
sightlines. Parents can see their children from a distance, and passers-by can see into the
space, which adds a layer of informal security. For a recreation ground, a fence that is around
50 per cent open is often a good balance. It defines the boundary without blocking the view.
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Durability and maintenance

Recreation area fences take a lot of wear. They are exposed to weather, impact from balls and
bikes, and sometimes deliberate damage. Materials must be chosen for longevity. Treated
softwood can last a good while if properly maintained, but it requires periodic painting or
staining. Hardwood is more durable but more expensive. Metal fencing, such as galvanised
steel or powder-coated aluminium, offers excellent durability with very little maintenance. For a
park boundary, metal is often the practical choice, though it can cost more upfront. Composite
materials are another option, though less common for larger installations. The key is to select
a material that suits the budget and the expected lifespan of the fence.

Access points

People need to get in and out of a recreation area easily. Gates should be wide enough for
maintenance vehicles, pushchairs, and wheelchairs. A standard pedestrian access gate is
usually around 1 metre wide, but for maintenance access, a wider gate of 1.5 to 2 metres is
often necessary. Gates should be self-closing and self-latching for safety, especially near play
areas. Consider also the number of entrances. Too few can cause people to climb the fence;
too many can weaken security. A typical recreation ground might have one main entrance and
one or two secondary gates.

Types of fence and where they work best

Open rail fence

This is the most common choice for recreation areas. It consists of horizontal or vertical rails
fixed to posts, with gaps between the rails. It is strong, visible, and relatively easy to install. The
open design reduces wind load, which is helpful in exposed locations. It also discourages
climbing because the rails offer few footholds. For a recreation ground, a post-and-rail fence
with three or four rails is a classic solution. It defines the boundary clearly while keeping the
space open.

Mesh panel fencing

Welded mesh or chain-link fencing is another popular option. It is very strong, difficult to climb,
and provides excellent visibility. It is often used around sports fields and tennis courts. The
mesh size should be small enough to prevent small children from squeezing through. A typical
mesh size for play areas is 50 millimetres square. Chain-link can be less attractive than other



options, but it is functional and cost-effective. For a park boundary where aesthetics are less
critical, it works well.

For a more attractive look, powder-coated mesh panels in green or black blend into the
surroundings better than plain galvanised chain-link. This is a good compromise between
function and appearance.

Palisade fencing

Palisade fencing, with its vertical pales and pointed tops, is often used for security. It is not
usually the first choice for a recreation area because it can look harsh and feel unwelcoming.
However, for boundaries that face a road or a less secure area, it can provide a strong visual
deterrent. If palisade is used, the tops should be rounded or capped to reduce the risk of injury.
It is best reserved for the perimeter of a larger recreation ground rather than for internal play
areas.
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Timber panel fencing

Solid timber panels are common in gardens but less suitable for recreation areas. They block
visibility, create a closed feel, and can be damaged easily by impact. They also require more
maintenance and are prone to rotting at the base. For a recreation area, timber is best used in
open rail designs rather than solid panels. If a solid boundary is needed, consider a brick or
stone wall instead, though that is a far more expensive option.

Ground anchoring and installation

A fence is only as good as its installation. In a recreation area, the ground can be uneven, sofft,
or compacted from heavy use. Posts must be set deep enough to resist leaning or being
pushed over. For most soil types, a post hole of 600 to 900 millimetres is sufficient, with
concrete for stability. In sandy or wet ground, deeper anchoring or ground screws may be
needed. The fence should also be set back from any slopes or ditches to prevent erosion from
undermining the posts. Proper ground anchoring is essential for long-term stability, especially
in areas where children might climb or swing on the fence.

Compliance and standards

Recreation area fencing may need to meet specific standards, especially if it encloses a play
area. In the UK, the relevant standard is BS EN 1176 for playground equipment and surfaces,
which also covers fencing. The fence should not have any parts that could cause entanglement



or injury. Gates should be self-closing and should not have a self-locking mechanism that
could trap a child inside. It is worth checking with the local authority or a specialist contractor
to ensure compliance. Using a contractor who understands these requirements can save a lot
of hassle.

Ashdale Fencing has experience with park and recreation area installations, and they

understand the practical needs of these spaces. Their work covers domestic, commercial,
school, and park fencing, so they bring a broad perspective to each project. When you choose a
fencing contractor, look for one who asks about the site users, the expected footfall, and the
maintenance plan. A good contractor will not just install a fence; they will help you choose the
right one for your specific recreation area.

Balancing budget and long-term value

Initial cost is always a factor, but it is worth thinking about the whole life cost of the fence. A
cheaper fence that needs replacing in five years is not a bargain. A better-quality fence that
lasts fifteen years with minimal maintenance is often the more economical choice. For a
recreation area, which is a community asset, durability and safety should not be compromised
for short-term savings. Metal fencing, while more expensive upfront, often pays for itself over
time through low maintenance and long life. Timber can be a good choice if it is well-treated
and maintained, but it requires more ongoing attention.
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Practical tips for choosing a fence
e Walk the boundary of the site and note the ground conditions, slopes, and existing
features. This will help you decide on post depth and fence type.

e Think about who will use the space. A playground for toddlers needs a different fence
from a sports field for teenagers.

e Check local planning rules. Some recreation areas may need planning permission for
fencing over a certain height or in certain locations.

e Consider the view from outside the area. The fence should complement the
surroundings, not dominate them.

e Plan for future access. If the recreation area might be expanded or if services need to
be maintained, ensure the fence design allows for easy access.

Final thoughts


https://ashdalefencing.co.uk/

The right fence for a recreation area is one that does its job without drawing attention to itself.
It should be safe, durable, and appropriate for the setting. An open rail fence, properly installed
and maintained, is often the best choice because it combines strength with visibility. For many
recreation grounds, this type of fence provides the ideal balance between security and
openness. When you are ready to proceed, working with a knowledgeable contractor can make
all the difference. As with any building project, getting the specification right at the start is the
key to a successful result.

Ashdale Fencing can help you navigate these choices, drawing on their experience with park
boundaries, school perimeters, and domestic installations. Their team understands the specific
demands of recreation area fencing, from ground anchoring to access gate placement. Taking
the time to choose the right fence and the right contractor will give you a boundary that serves
the community well for years to come.



