For all the talk about 5G and smart everything, my phone rings every week with the same request from

Californians:
“I just want a simple landline. No internet. No bundle. What is the cheapest way to do that?”

If you live in California and want a phone that works when you pick it up, without paying for broadband you will
never use, the choices are narrower than they were even five years ago. They are not gone, but you need to
understand where the industry has moved, what “landline” really means now, and how to avoid being nudged into

a package you do not want.

This guide comes out of the trenches: residential customers in small towns, seniors in Los Angeles apartments,
farms in the Central Valley, and businesses that still run alarm lines and fax machines over copper. The companies,

prices, and trade-offs below reflect what actually shows up on bills and service orders in California.

What “landline without internet” actually means in 2026

When people ask for a landline, they typically imagine the old analog phone in the hallway that stayed powered
during blackouts and never needed a reboot. Technically, that was “POTS" service: Plain Old Telephone Service over

copper.
Today in California, when you ask for a landline without internet, you are usually offered one of four things:

1. True analog copper POTS, where it still exists.
2. A "voice only” service riding on fiber or coax, which works like a landline but depends on local power.
3. A wireless home phone device that uses the cellular network but plugs into a regular phone handset.

4. A business line or trunk from a telecom carrier, sometimes still delivered over copper but increasingly over
fiber.

All four can be sold as stand-alone phone service with no internet required. They are not equal in cost, reliability,

or long-term survival.

If you want to know whether landlines still work without internet, the short answer is yes: analog and fiber-based
voice services are provisioned separately. What is disappearing is the old copper network, not the idea of a line
that does not require home Wi-Fi.

Who still offers landline service in California?

When people ask “Which companies still offer a landline?” they usually remember a specific brand from the past
and hope it still exists: Pacific Bell, GTE, Bell Atlantic. The branding changed, but many of those networks are still in

use.
In California today, the residential landline landscape looks roughly like this:

e AT&T California remains the dominant incumbent in much of the state. In the 1980s this was the Bell System

in its regional form, through names like Pacific Bell and SBC.

* Frontier Communications serves many of the areas AT&T sold off, especially in parts of Southern California

and the Inland Empire.

® Smaller independent carriers (for example, Consolidated, SureWest / Ziply's predecessor, and various rural

telcos) hold specific territories, mostly outside major metros.



® (Cable companies such as Spectrum and Xfinity sell “phone” service over their own networks. Technically this is

VolIP, but you do not have to buy separate internet access to have voice in every plan.

® Wireless carriers like Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile, and UScellular offer wireless home phone boxes that plug into a

standard handset and use the mobile network.

In practical terms, if you are in a typical California city, your landline choices without internet are usually some
combination of AT&T or Frontier, plus a cable provider's voice-only service or a wireless home device. In more rural

counties you may still have surprisingly robust copper POTS options from independent carriers.

The main types of phone service without internet

To sort through “What is the cheapest landline phone service without internet?”, it helps to group the options by

technology first, then by price.

Here are the main categories you will encounter in California if you explicitly say you do not want internet:

Traditional analog POTS over copper

Fiber or coax voice-only service from AT&T, Frontier, or a cable provider

Wireless home phone devices from mobile carriers

® Business-grade lines and trunks provided without required data service

Each of these has different installation rules, fee structures, and long-term prospects.

1. Traditional analog POTS

This is what many people still think of as “the phone company.” AT&T's and Frontier’s tariffs in California still

include basic residence and business lines with no data component.
Pros in real life:

You can often plug a twenty-year-old phone directly into the wall jack and it just works. Alarm panels, medical
alert systems, elevator phones, and legacy fax machines usually love these lines. In many California towns, during
wildfire-related power outages, the only phones that kept ringing were copper POTS lines fed by remote copper

cabinets with backup batteries.
Cons that matter:

The monthly bill rarely matches the teaser price. You might hear “$25 basic line” and end up with $45 to $60 per
month after federal and state surcharges, 911 fees, and various line-item charges. That is before long distance, if
your plan bills it separately. In some AT&T California service areas, customers are being gently pushed off copper
to fiber. There is also a practical point: technicians who understand and maintain copper are retiring faster than

they are being replaced.
Who uses this in 2026:

® Seniors who have had the same number for decades and want maximum simplicity.
® Rural residents where cellular coverage is weak and fiber has not arrived.
* Businesses that need one or two “real” analog lines for fire alarms or elevator phones.
If your question is “Can | just have a landline without internet?” and you are in an area that still has active copper

infrastructure, the answer is yes. Expect a total monthly cost in the $40 to $70 range per line after fees, depending

on your calling plan.



2. Fiber or coax voice-only service

This looks and feels like a landline from the user side. Your regular handset plugs into a jack on an Optical Network
Terminal (ONT) for fiber, or a cable modem / eMTA for coax. AT&T, Frontier, Spectrum, and Xfinity all sell voice-only

options in California, though sales reps may steer you toward bundles.
Pros:

Call quality is generally excellent. Features like voicemail, caller ID, call waiting, and the popular *69 call return code
are all supported. You can keep your existing phone number in most porting scenarios. Because the companies

want you on these networks, new installations are less painful to schedule than copper.

The price can be attractive if you negotiate. It is common to see promotional voice-only plans in the $20 to $30
base range for residential customers, though taxes and surcharges will bring that higher. If you ask “Who is the
cheapest landline provider?” the honest answer is often “whatever fiber or cable provider is willing to give you a

voice-only deal in your ZIP code.”
Cons:

These services require local power. During a blackout, your phone depends on a battery in the ONT or modem.
Fresh batteries may carry you for a few hours, not days. For emergency-preparedness focused Californians, this is
a serious trade-off compared with old copper. Also, the quality of experience depends heavily on how well the local

plant is maintained. In some apartment buildings, the in-building wiring is the weak link.

From a technical purist's point of view, these are VoIP products, even if marketed as “digital phone” or “fiber voice.”

But from a consumer standpoint, they satisfy the desire for a simple landline without standalone internet.

3. Wireless home phone devices

Every mobile carrier created a version of this product. You get a small box with an antenna, a SIM card, and one or
two RJ-11 phone jacks. You plug your regular corded or cordless phone into it, place the box where it gets a
decent cellular signal, and use it like any other home phone. The device draws power from a wall adapter and

usually has a small backup battery.

These plans are often competitive on price. Monthly service can be in the $20 to $40 range before taxes,
sometimes including nationwide long distance and basic features. For customers asking “What company has the

cheapest landline?” in a spot with strong cell coverage, a wireless home phone can be the winner.
What you give up:

® Sound quality can vary with signal strength. Rural Californians know the frustration of calls dropping in heavy

rain or during congestion.

® Emergency services may have a harder time pinpointing your location than with a fixed POTS line, though

E911 has improved.

* Devices may not work reliably with fax, old medical equipment, or certain alarm panels.
Who uses these successfully:
Renters who cannot or do not want new wiring, people in RVs or mobile homes who move seasonally, and

cost-conscious households happy with their mobile coverage but wanting a shared household number.

4. Business lines and phone systems without internet



Phone Systems Company California spends a lot of time in this space. Businesses still ask “What is a business
phone system?” and often assume it requires broadband. In reality, you can still run a small office in California on a
few analog lines feeding a key system, or a digital PBX connected to primary rate ISDN or SIP trunks that are
delivered over a dedicated circuit. The consumer marketing has shifted to cloud calling, but the back end still

supports voice-only configurations.

Cost wise, per-line charges for business POTS in California can run higher than residential, frequently in the $50 to
$80 per-line range all-in. Trunks and more advanced services are quoted case by case. Where this shines is control:
you can build an internal extension structure, hunt groups, and receptionist setups without giving every employee

a separate mobile phone.

As for "What is the best business phone system?”, there is no universal answer. Phone Systems Company
California A nine-person law firm in San Diego has different needs from a citrus packing plant in Tulare County.
From the landline-without-internet angle, legacy digital PBXs and modern hybrid systems that can run over

limited bandwidth, or even entirely analog trunks, are still viable.

Senior citizens and simple landlines

If you are shopping on behalf of an older parent, the question is rarely “"Who has the best phone system?” It is
usually “Which company is best for landline phones for seniors, and what is the simplest landline phone for seniors

that they will actually use?”
On the service side, a few points matter more than anything else:

* Reliability of dial tone. Missed calls from doctors because a modem rebooted itself at 3 a.m. Are not
acceptable.
® Ease of repair. When something breaks, will a local technician actually come out and fix the wiring without

enrolling the customer in a triple-play bundle?

® (Cost predictability. Seniors on fixed incomes dislike surprise long distance charges.

California has programs that help. The California LifeLine program can reduce the cost of qualifying residential
phone service significantly, sometimes by over $10 to $15 per month, depending on the specific carrier and plan.

This discount can apply to both traditional POTS and some wireless services. It is worth asking about explicitly.

People often ask, "How much is an AT&T landline per month for seniors?” There is no single senior-only tariff, but
AT&T's basic residential plans, combined with California LifeLine where eligible, can bring effective monthly phone
costs down to the lower end of the typical $40 to $70 range that non-discounted customers see. The gap
between the advertised base rate and the total with taxes and fees still exists, so always look at the full quote, not

just the headline.

On equipment, the easiest phone for an elderly person is usually a basic corded or big-button cordless phone
with:

® Loud, clear ringer and handset.

® Simple redial and speed-dial options.

* Battery backup for cordless base units.
People sometimes ask “Which is the best landline phone provider for seniors?” in the same way they ask about the
“top 3 phone service providers.” In California, it tends to come down to which carrier already serves the

neighborhood reliably. A cheap advertised rate from a provider with poor local support can end up costing more

in frustration and missed calls.
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Will landlines be phased out, and will you lose yours in 2027?

There is persistent chatter online about a magic year when landlines vanish. In the UK, some carriers target 2025

or 2027 for full migration off traditional PSTN services, and those headlines leak into US conversations.

In the United States, and specifically in California, there is no federally mandated year when all landlines shut off.
What is happening is more gradual: the FCC allows carriers to retire copper in areas where an alternative voice
service is available. AT&T and Frontier, for example, have petitioned to discontinue certain legacy offerings in states

where fiber or other replacement technology exists.
So when people ask “Will | lose my landline in 20277?" the honest California answer is:

You are unlikely to wake up one day and find your phone dead without significant prior notice. What is far more
likely is that your provider will stop accepting new POTS orders in your area, or proactively offer to migrate you to
a fiber-based or wireless alternative. If you absolutely require copper for alarms or specialized equipment, you

should be talking now with both your alarm vendor and your phone provider about contingency plans.

From a planning perspective, assume that pure copper POTS will continue shrinking through the late 2020s and

into the 2030s, but voice service as a category is not going away.

Legacy telephone companies, dial-up, and how we got here

When a customer in his seventies asks, "What was the old phone company called?” he is usually thinking of AT&T
before the breakup in 1984. That single nationwide monopoly, often called “Ma Bell,” was split into regional Bell
Operating Companies. In California, names like Pacific Bell, later SBC, then AT&T again, dominated. GTE existed

alongside it in some territories before becoming part of Verizon.
If you remember the telephone companies in the 1980s, you probably recall:

e AT&T Long Lines for long distance.
e Pacific Bell and GTE for local service in California.

® Various independent telcos in rural pockets.

Many of those brands are gone, folded into today’'s major telecommunications companies. When people ask
“What phone companies no longer exist?” or “What phone companies are out of business?” names like MCI,
WorldCom, Qwest, and even early mobile brands such as Cingular come up. The networks did not vanish, but the

logos did.

On the internet side, the old dial-up providers read like a time capsule: AOL, CompuServe, Prodigy, EarthLink,
NetZero, Mindspring, Juno. Those were the internet providers in the 90s that many Californians used over the
same copper lines that carried voice. Before AOL's mass-market rise, the internet in 1973 was essentially ARPANET,
a government and academic network connecting a handful of mainframes. The first website ever, created by Tim
Berners-Lee around 1991, came well Phone Systems Company California after the telco infrastructure we still

partly rely on.

The dark side of the internet that troubles many parents and seniors today was impossible on a 2400-baud
modem talking to a walled-garden service. Once open TCP/IP access spread, the same copper pairs that once
hosted simple voice calls carried spam, malware, and worse. Some of my older clients choose a landline without
internet partly to avoid that world entirely.

Feature codes that still matter: *82, *77, *69


https://pastelink.net/lg6lkjzf

Landline users still have access to a library of vertical service codes, and three of them come up often:

e *82: On many landline and mobile carriers, this code unblocks your caller ID on the next call if you normally

have it blocked. Dial *82, then the number, and your name and number should appear to the recipient.

e *77:Often used to turn on Anonymous Call Rejection. When enabled, calls that have deliberately blocked their
caller ID are rejected before your phone rings. This can cut down on some unwanted calls, though it will not
stop all robocallers.

* *69: Classic Call Return. After you miss a call, dialing *69 attempts to call back the last incoming number.

Some carriers charge a small per-use fee.

Specific behaviors vary by provider, but these codes survive even as networks transition from copper to IP.

How cheap can you really get a standalone landline in California?

When you strip away bundle discounts and promo confusion, the realistic price bands in California for a single

residential line without internet look like this:

¢ Traditional POTS: after taxes and fees, $40 to $70 per month, depending on measured vs unlimited local

calling and long-distance options.
* Fiber or cable voice-only: commonly in the $30 to $60 range all-in, though aggressive promotions can dip
lower in the first year.

* Wireless home phone devices: often $25 to $45 per month including long distance, before fees.

If someone advertises $9.99 per month home phone, read the fine print. In nearly every case, that refers to the

base rate before mandatory surcharges and assumes you provide your own internet or meet bundle conditions.
So, "What is the cheapest landline phone service without internet?” in real-world California conditions:

® |n a strong cellular area, a wireless home phone from a major carrier is frequently the lowest monthly outlay.

* Where copper still exists and you qualify for California LifeLine, a basic POTS line from AT&T, Frontier, or a rural

independent can be competitive.

* |n fiber and cable territories, a promotional voice-only plan from Spectrum, Xfinity, AT&T Fiber, or Frontier

Fiber can undercut copper while providing modern features, if you can accept reliance on local power.

There is no single #1 phone company for landlines the way smartphone fans debate the top 3 best phone brands

or the top 10 most popular phones. Landline pricing and reliability are too local.

A quick note on security and “least hackable” phones

People sometimes blend two questions together: they want a cheap landline without internet and they ask, “Which
phone is least likely to be hacked?” A basic analog corded phone plugged into a POTS line is about as simple and
low-attack-surface as modern communications gets. No operating system, no apps, no Wi-Fi. Your exposure is at

the network level and in lawful intercept processes, not on the device.

If you are thinking about smartphones instead, the debate shifts into mobile operating systems. Today, the most
popular smartphone operating system worldwide is Android by unit share, while iOS competes strongly in revenue
and high-end markets. Security depends more on update discipline and app habits than on celebrity choices.
Articles speculating about “What phone does Elon Musk use?” or “What phone does Donald Trump use?” do little

to help a California homeowner decide between copper POTS and a wireless home line.



Questions to ask before you sign up for a landline without internet

Before you lock into any contract or accept a promotional offer, it helps to walk through a short checklist with the

sales rep or installer:

® |s this service delivered over copper, fiber, cable, or cellular, and what happens during a power outage?

What will my total monthly bill be after all taxes, surcharges, and fees, not just the advertised rate?

® Are there term commitments, early termination fees, or required bundles for this stand-alone phone service?

Will it fully support my existing equipment, such as alarm systems, fax machines, or medical alert devices?

If the provider retires copper or upgrades the area, what happens to my number and my plan?

Document the answers. It is much easier to change course before porting your long-held family number than

after.

How Phone Systems Company California approaches these decisions

From a phone systems integrator’s point of view, the "best” option is the one that meets the caller’s priorities with
the least hidden compromise. Residential customers with health concerns may value analog reliability above all
else. Small businesses might prioritize a business phone system that can grow, even if it requires a modest internet
connection for SIP trunks. Rural households might lean on a wireless home device simply because no wired

alternative is available at a sane cost.

If you remember the past telephone companies and the old dial-up internet companies, the present can feel
messy. Instead of one monopoly, you face a thicket of the big 5 or big 7 tech and telecom players, plus dozens of

smaller brands. The upside is choice. The downside is legwork.

You can still have a landline in California without buying internet access. You can still pick up a handset, hear dial
tone, and ignore the rest of the digital noise. The trick is to understand the underlying technology, ask blunt
questions about total cost and outage behavior, and choose the compromise you can live with for the next five to

ten years.
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