
Hungarian Id Card Application Tips That Will Change Your Life

Navigating the Hungarian ID Card Application Process: A
Comprehensive Guide
Getting or restoring main identification is a bureaucratic milestone that every resident and person need to
browse ultimately. For those living in Hungary or holding Hungarian citizenship, comprehending the process of
securing a Hungarian ID card is essential. Whether it is for domestic recognition, traveling within the European
Union, or accessing public services, having valid identification is non-negotiable.

This extensive guide breaks down everything one needs to learn about the Hungarian ID card application
process, including eligibility, required documents, costs, and processing times.

Understanding the Hungarian Identity Card (Személyi Igazolvány)
In Hungary, the main identity card is called the személyi igazolvány. Over current years, Hungary has transitioned
Additional info to a modern-day, biometric clever card. This card does more than simply prove identity; it
typically integrates features for electronic signatures and can even function as a Medicare (TAJ) number holder or
tax card, depending on the particular issuance version.

Depending on citizenship status and residency rights, individuals residing in Hungary will fall into among a
couple of categories when obtaining an ID.

Kinds of Applicants

Candidate Category Description Primary Document Issued Hungarian Citizens Individuals born in Hungary or
holding validated Hungarian citizenship. National ID Card (Smart Card) EU/EEA Citizens People of the European
Union or European Economic Area residing in Hungary long-lasting. Registration Certificate & & Address Card (ID
equivalent for locals) Third-Country Nationals Non-EU/EEA nationals with long-term or short-term home
licenses. Residence Permit Card (Acts as the main ID)

Where to Apply for a Hungarian ID Card
The application process can not typically be done online from scratch; candidates must go to a main government
workplace face to face to have their picture taken and fingerprints scanned (for biometric cards).

Federal Government Windows ( Kormányablak): These are the main service hubs for administrative jobs
in Hungary. Citizens can walk in or book a consultation online by means of the main federal government
booking portal ( Kormányablak Időpontfoglaló).

Headquarters for Administrative and Electronic Public Services: For intricate cases or unique situations.

Hungarian Consulates and Embassies: Hungarian people living abroad need to send their applications
through their nearby diplomatic mission.

Step-by-Step Application Process
Requesting the card follows a standardized procedure developed to confirm identity and capture biometric
information.

https://xn--expresszkrtya-ceb.com/


1. Reserve an Appointment: While some offices accept walk-ins, wait times can be comprehensive. Booking a
consultation at a local Kormányablak is highly suggested.

2. Collect Required Documents: Bringing the appropriate documentation prevents hold-ups. (See the list
below).

3. Attend the In-Person Appointment:

A representative will review the documents.

A digital photograph will be taken on-site (no need to bring physical passport photos).

Fingerprints and a digital signature will be captured (for applicants over a certain age).

4. Pay the Fee: Payment is typically made through credit card or cash directly at the workplace terminal.

5. Track and Receive the Card: The card is usually produced centrally and can either be mailed straight to the
applicant's residential address or selected up at the workplace where the application was submitted.

Needed Documentation Checklist
To ensure a smooth application, candidates should bring specific documents. Missing a single paper can result in
rejection and the need to reschedule.

Proof of Identity:

An ended Hungarian ID card, or

A legitimate Hungarian passport, or

A birth certificate (particularly for first-time applicants, such as minors).

Proof of Citizenship (for first-time candidates):

A Hungarian citizenship certificate ( állampolgársági bizonyítvány), if citizenship was just recently
obtained or brought back.

Address Card ( Lakcímkártya):

The main green-and-white card showing the candidate's legal home in Hungary.

Previous ID or Police Report:

If using due to a lost or stolen card, a police report documenting the loss is typically required.

Costs and Processing Times
The Hungarian government structures costs based upon the kind of application (first-time, renewal due to
expiration, or replacement due to loss/damage).

Application Type Standard Fee (HUF) Approximate Processing Time Newbie Issue Free of charge 8-- 20 days
Renewal (Expiration) Free of charge (usually) 8-- 20 days Replacement (Lost/Stolen) Variable (Approx. 1,500--
5,000 HUF) 8-- 20 days Expedited Processing Extra fee uses 1-- 3 days (Express)

Note: Fees are subject to periodic legal updates. It is constantly smart to inspect the main Kormányablak website
prior to the appointment.

Special Considerations



1. Minors and Children

For kids under the age of 14, the existence of both moms and dads (or legal guardians) is typically required
during the application procedure, in addition to the child's birth certificate. Biometric fingerprinting is generally
not needed for kids under 12.

2. Call Changes

If an applicant has actually lawfully changed their name (e.g., through marital relationship or divorce), the
modification should initially be formally registered in the Hungarian Registry of Births, Marriages, and Deaths
before a new ID card can be issued reflecting the updated name.

3. Short-term IDs

If an ID card is lost, stolen, or ended and a private requirements instant recognition for travel or every day life, the
federal government office can release a temporary identity card ( ideiglenes személyi igazolvány), which is
printed on paper and valid for a brief, specified period.

Summary and Best Practices
Navigating the Hungarian ID card application process is uncomplicated supplied one is adequately prepared. To
guarantee a hassle-free experience:

Check Expiration Dates: Do not wait up until the card ends to start the renewal procedure. Objective to
apply at least 30 days before expiration.

Reserve Online: Utilize the Kormányablak reserving system to avoid long lines.

Keep Documents Organized: Always ensure the address card and supporting civil status files depend on
date.

By following these guidelines, acquiring or renewing a Hungarian ID card ends up being a simple, effective
administrative job, guaranteeing continuous access to rights, travel, and services within Hungary and the wider
European Union.


