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Your Ultimate Guide to How to Order a Swiss Driving License

Browsing the administrative landscape of a brand-new country can typically seem like a challenging task, and
Switzerland is no exception. Understood for its precision, performance, and rigorous adherence to guidelines, the
Swiss confederation keeps high standards when it pertains to roadway security. Whether a person is a recently
qualified chauffeur stepping behind the wheel for the first time, an expat moving from another canton, or a
foreign nationwide exchanging a non-Swiss license, comprehending how to order a Swiss driving license is

necessary.

This extensive guide breaks down everything one requires to understand about the process, requirements,

timelines, and fees associated with acquiring a driving license in Switzerland.

1. Comprehending the Swiss Driving License System

Before starting the procedure to buy a Swiss driving license, it assists to understand how the system is structured.
Switzerland utilizes a modern, credit-card-sized plastic driving license that adheres to EU standards. Nevertheless,
the issuance is managed at the cantonal level through the regional Strassenverkehrsamt (Office of Road Traffic/

Service des Automobiles).
There are two main pathways to acquiring a Swiss driving license:

1. For New Drivers: The traditional procedure including first-aid courses, theory tests, practical lessons, and the

probationary period.

2. For Foreigners: Exchanging a foreign driving license for a Swiss one, which depends greatly on the issuing

country.

2. Step-by-Step Guide: How New Drivers Order a Swiss License

For people going back to square one in Switzerland, the journey to getting a full driving license needs a number

of sequential steps.

Step 1: The Emergency Service Course (First Aid)

Before looking for a learner's permit, aiming motorists should finish a 10-hour emergency nursing and first-aid

course. This certification is compulsory and must exist when sending the preliminary application.

Step 2: Apply for the Learner's Permit ( Lernfahrausweis)

Applicants must submit an official application type (readily available at the local municipal office or the cantonal

Strassenverkehrsamt) and offer:

* A main eye test certificate from an optician.
® A passport-sized photo.
® Evidence of conclusion of the first-aid course.

¢ Official recognition (passport or home license).



Action 3: Pass the Theory Test

When the student's permit is released, candidates must pass a computer-based multiple-choice theory test. This

test covers traffic guidelines, road indications, and right of way policies.

Step 4: Practical Training and the WAI Course (Phase 1)

After passing the theory test, candidates get their physical student's permit. While driving with a student's
authorization, they must display the blue "Z" (or "A" depending on the canton) white plate on the back of the

lorry. Additionally, new drivers should finish:

* Mandatory basic motorcycle training (if relevant).

* A 1-day obligatory motorist competency course (Phase 1 of Two-Phase training).

Step 5: Pass the Practical Driving Test

Once positive behind the wheel, prospects book and pass the practical driving test with an official specialist.

Upon passing, a probationary driving license is provided.

3. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License

For migrants relocating to Switzerland, the rules relating to foreign licenses are really specific. Normally, residents

have 12 months to exchange their foreign license for a Swiss one. Failure to do so indicates driving illegally.

License Exchange Categories

Origin of License Requirements to Exchange Practical Exam Needed? EU/ EFTA Member States Valid license, eye
test, application type No Reciprocal Countries (e.g., USA, Canada, Australia - choose states/provinces) Valid
license, eye test, application form No (Control drive may be required in unusual cases) Non-Reciprocal

Countries Valid license, eye test, application Yes (Must pass a control drive/ Kontrollfahrt)

Note: For non-reciprocal nations, drivers need to take a practical test with an inspector to prove their proficiency on
Swiss roadways, though no necessary driving lessons are https.//swizexpresskarte.com/ strictly required ahead of

time (though highly suggested).

4. Required Documents Checklist

To effectively order a Swiss driving license, applicants must assemble a basic set of documents. While small

variations exist between cantons, the following list is generally suitable:

¢ Official Application Form: Downloaded from the cantonal traffic workplace site or got face to face.

¢ Identity Document: Valid passport or Swiss residence license ( Ausldnderauswels).

* Passport Photo: High-quality, color, passport-standard photo (typically biometric requirements use).
* Eye Test Certificate: Conducted by a certified Swiss optician, legitimate for an optimum of 24 months.
¢ Existing Driving License: Original foreign license (if applicable).

* Emergency Treatment Certificate: Proof of conclusion of the emergency training course (for new

motorists).

5. Costs and Fees Breakdown
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Obtaining a Swiss driving license includes numerous actions, each carrying its own administrative cost. Below is

an estimated breakdown of the costs included.

Cost Item Estimated Cost (CHF) Description First Aid Course CHF 100-- CHF 150 Obligatory 10-hour training Eye
Test CHF 15-- CHF 30 Needed for license application Learner's Permit Issue CHF 50-- CHF 100 Administrative
fee by the canton Theory Test Exam Fee CHF 30-- CHF 50 Paid to schedule the computer examination Practical
Driving Lessons CHF 90-- CHF 120 per hour Recommended professional instruction Practical Driving Test Fee
CHF 120-- CHF 150 Examiner and administrative fees License Card Issuance CHF 40-- CHF 60 Final credit-card

format license fee

Total costs for a brand-new driver generally vary between CHF 2,500 and CHF 3,500, considering driving lessons,

whereas exchangers will pay significantly less.

6. The Probationary Period and Final Steps

When the dry run is effectively passed-- whether by a brand-new driver or via a foreign license exchange--

Switzerland issues a probationary driving license ( Fiihrerausweis auf Probe) which lasts for 3 years.

Secret Rules During the Probationary Period:

® Zero Tolerance: Zero alcohol tolerance (0.00% BAC/ 0.1 mg/l) for newbie drivers.

e Additional Training (WAB): Drivers must complete one day of extra multi-phase training ( Weiterbildung)

within the three-year probationary window. Failure to do so revokes the license.

¢ Traffic Violations: Serious offenses can result in an extension of the probationary duration or immediate

cancellation.

When the three-year probationary duration is successfully completed-- and the WAB course is ended up--

chauffeurs can obtain their unlimited, definitive Swiss driving license.

Buying a Swiss driving license requires patience, adherence to rigorous deadlines, and attention to detail.
Whether browsing the multi-stage procedure as a novice chauffeur or transforming an international license into a
Swiss one, preparation is essential. By gathering the required files, visiting the regional cantonal
Strassenverkehrsamt, and finishing the needed steps, motorists will find themselves lawfully and safely browsing

Switzerland's breathtaking alpine roads in no time.



