The most useful magic instruct setlists suppose easy, like the performer and the target market are drifting
down the related river. But the verifiable truth is much less dreamy and greater sensible: a reliable setlist is
constructed to survive truly rooms, genuine concentration spans, and precise human unpredictability. If
you're appearing lower than the “Craig Petty Magic” umbrella, you recognize the value of cast craft. Still,

even the strongest textile can wobble if the collection, pacing, and transitions usually are not engineered.

| developed quite a few my early sets the way many performers do, by stacking favorites. The hardship used
to be that favorites do now not continually play well at the same time. One bit that kills in a quiet dwelling
room can flatten in a loud theater. One outcome that reads as wise can consider slow after a bigger visual.
And in case your pacing is dependent on the target market “getting it" at exactly the suitable moment, you
possibly can finally hit a evening in which they don’t, and your setlist will beginning bleeding momentum.

Below is the attitude | use to construct setlists that live safe, night after night. It is not very about squeezing
the same prove into each venue. It is ready developing a chain that could control friction without falling
aside.

Start along with your factual process: managing attention

People as a rule communicate about setlists like they're collections of tips. In apply, your setlist is an focus
map. Every transition is a tiny agreement you're making with the crowd: “Stay with me for the following
minute, and one thing will appear that feels worthy it."

So until now you pick out out effortlessly, you would like to judge what roughly awareness you're aiming for.
Is your vibe conversational and intimate, wherein you earn belif formerly you land impacts? Or is it
functionality-first, in which you hook effortlessly after which increase the sort after the target audience is

engaged? The setlist has to match that promise.
A official series recurrently does 3 things:

First, it establishes a baseline of participation and self belief. If you commence with results that require
ideally suited prerequisites or principally quiet recognition, you will lose the room earlier than you earn the

quiet.

Second, it escalates in a approach that feels ordinary. Escalation does now not need to mean louder and
greater. It shall be denser, extra emotionally engaging, or extra fantastic. But it should always be legible.

Third, it creates healing area. There should be a plan for whilst something runs lengthy, whilst a participant

freezes, or while the viewers is absolutely not able for a better beat.

Once you observed of the setlist as an consideration administration technique, selections get more

convenient.

Build from anchors, not from singles

When performers revise setlists, they oftentimes tweak man or women effects, and the whole thing
becomes patchwork. A more stable manner is to build your reveal around anchors: results that it is easy to

have faith in notwithstanding minor adaptations.

Anchors should not necessarily your strongest trick. They're those that do the so much consistent give you
the results you want. They have a forgiving pace, clear viewers visibility, and a sturdy components for



remaining.
In my experience, reliable anchors most likely share features like:

They paintings with blended vigour degrees inside the room. You can nonetheless get fee if person is

distracted for a second.
They let you manipulate the rhythm whether or not a player is sluggish.

They offer you some thing to react to. The audience response facilitates you steer the next beat, that's a

monstrous gain.

If you choose one manner to take into consideration architecture, treat your setlist as having three anchor
zones: the outlet, the middle, and the ending. Each sector has a job. Your beginning process is to settle the
crowd. Your heart activity is to keep engagement alive without laborious them. Your finishing job is to land a

pleasing payoff after which go out cleanly.

Once anchors are in place, everything else will become more easy to area.

Choose effortlessly stylish on friction, now not just impact

This is where a number of setlists quietly fail. The performer focuses on the wow moment, but the truly
check is what happens in the past and after that second. Every result creates friction. The query is whether

or not the friction is manageable and regardless of whether it will probably be smoothed via the collection.
Friction primarily is available in types like:
Reset complexity, where you'll need contend with items, angles, or timing constraints.

Participant dependency, in which you desire other people to behave a convinced approach, converse at the
perfect time, or maintain still.

Sensory constraints, like low lighting, echoes, poor sightlines, or a digicam-heavy crowd that

transformations how worker's monitor.

Delivery constraints, that means regardless of whether your patter, pacing, and gestures nevertheless land if

the room isn't the same as what you rehearsed.

A top-have an effect on outcome can also be a bad alternative if it creates an excessive amount of friction
too early. Another result might appear smaller on paper but be extra stable since it actions easily and lets
the target audience confidence you.

When I'm constructing a “professional setlist,” | expense consequences by two ratings. One is "effect,” that
is how strongly the instant hits. The different is “stability,” that's how calm the adventure remains for you and

the viewers.

The preferrred indicates have top influence moments, but in addition they have satisfactory balance that you

are able to breathe. That balance is what makes a setlist believe knowledgeable in preference to fragile.

Use pacing like a musician, not like a timer

Pacing is extra than tempo. It is the means you alternate density and openness. Some elements of magic

want pressure: a paused beat, a deliberate glance, a slow display. Other areas want oxygen: pale



conversation, a quick little bit of humor, or a swap to a varied form of formulation so the audience can reset

their concentration.

A stable setlist routinely makes use of pacing assessment on goal. You do now not desire three heavy,
puzzle-like effortlessly again-to-to come back except the audience is explicitly into that tone. Similarly, you
do now not choose 3 “rapid showy” moments in a row if it makes the viewers think like they're being rushed

because of content material.

In performance, the room affords you alerts. If the target audience is guffawing, you'll journey that
electricity. If they're quiet however targeted, you will slow down and sharpen the display timing. If folks are

checking their telephones, you want readability and swifter payoff, however no longer chaos.

This could also be why transitions depend much. A potent transition tells the audience wherein they're
going. Weak transitions feel like you're without a doubt exchanging items. Even if a higher impression is

huge, the viewers might not "arrive” emotionally considering that the bridge was lacking.

Design transitions as portion of the trick, no longer as paperwork

Think of transitions as micro-performances. They are where you retain authority and offer protection to

momentum.
Good transitions continually do no less than this kind of jobs:
They reframe the target audience’s expectancies so a better outcomes feels inevitable.

They provide the player a position, no matter if the participant isn't physically concerned but. People love

having a task.
They clear actual house devoid of drawing awareness to it.
They set a pacing development, like talking a bit sooner during setup after which slowing at the disclose.

If you will have ever watched a teach wherein the magic looks sharp but the rhythm feels inconsistent, it
really is probably transition paintings. The trick shall be right, however the viewers loses the thread at some

point of the handoff.

When | construct a setlist, | write down the transitions in simple language. Not a script, simply the rationale.
For illustration: “shift from seated to status,” "buy time with a volunteer query,” “gather props when framing
the premise,” “conclusion the beat with a smooth line that factors to the following screen.” That kind of

questioning prevents the “lifeless air” that makes even respectable fabric sense favourite.

If you employ Craig Petty Magic tips, this is the place you would lean into the philosophy: make the

performance experience guided. Reliable setlists feel guided.

Put your prime "yes” moments near the give up of each section

Audience psychology things, even whenever you consider you're just doing tips. People need established
motives to think. If they sense unsure, they turn out to be cautious, and magic that is based on their

willingness to determine probabilities will become more difficult to land.

So rather then treating the setlist like a directly line to a closing grand moment, deal with it like a chain of

sections. Each section may want to cease with a second that earns a transparent “convinced.”



A "definite” moment should be a resounding prediction, a shocking twist, a clear vanish, or a good emotional
beat that makes the audience consider included. It does no longer should be the most important visual. It

just demands to be an unambiguous win for the target audience.

When you build with sections, you may take care of actuality bigger. If one thing goes sideways in the center
of a phase, you continue to have a probability to near the phase robust and hinder the display from sinking.

This approach additionally helps with venue variability. If you're acting in diverse spaces, you could need to

adjust amount or staging. Section-elegant architecture makes the ones changes less hazardous.

Handle player variables with smarter ordering

Participant dependence can both be your secret weapon or your greatest headache. You can't wholly keep

an eye on humans, however that you may control how a lot you ask of them and when.

Early within the set, the audience continues to be researching even if they may be able to agree with you,
and members are nevertheless determining regardless of whether to persist with training. If you commence
with quite strict specifications, the room can experience like a try out, and those transform apprehensive.
That nervousness can exhibit up as hesitations at some point of your unearths.

Later inside the set, members normally develop into extra mushy. The audience has warmed up, and you've
got equipped a tone. That means you can still situation extra involvement-traumatic consequences in the
latter half.

| like to order participant-based textile whilst the gang is already primed. Not usually close the cease,
however later than the most mild setup effortlessly. It's a means of cutting threat even as still protecting the

reveal interactive.

One extra nuance: now not every player style behaves the similar. Some americans are naturally playful.
Others are careful. If your end result invites "wild imagination,” playful of us will thrive, yet cautious other
folks would possibly sense foolish. If your impression invitations “common honesty,” careful other people
could thrive, yet playful worker's may well get bored. A riskless setlist varies who you ask to do what, with no

asserting it.

Make room for the coach to breathe

A setlist may well be technically superb and nonetheless experience tight for those who by no means loosen

the grip. Breathing room permits you to reset emotionally and makes the target audience consider reliable.

Breathing room additionally buys you time. Sometimes you need one more 2d to adjust props, recover from
a missed line, or permit fun land fully. If your series is full of no area, the ones moments was strain. Stress

steadily leaks into frame language, voice, and timing.

So | put forward building just a little “overall performance slack” into the center of the exhibit. That shall be
as easy as a short conversational beat, a tale that reframes the subsequent final result, or a immediate

sample of question and answer that does not depend on proper prerequisites.

That noted, respiratory room must no longer be random. If you upload slack, you continue to want to guide.
The target market needs to feel such as you're nevertheless operating, now not stalling. Reliable setlists
save the audience orientated even when you pause.



A sensible reliability technique: try out in the wrong places

When you rehearse, you have a tendency to duplicate definitely the right. You rehearse on your choicest
lighting fixtures, with sensible sightlines, and with an viewers that may be a minimum of a bit of cooperative.

That is accepted. It's additionally the purpose many setlists fail in the factual global.

To construct reliability, you would like to observe less than adjustments that will at all times annoy you. Not

invariably, but satisfactory which you build coping instincts.

Try operating your set in a house that may be barely off from premiere. Different stage height, special
seating perspective, the different noise level. Record yourself and anticipate moments wherein you lose eye
touch, the place gadgets disappear from view, or the place your pacing collapses when you consider that

the room does now not suppose the equal.

It may well be uncomfortable before everything, however it teaches you what the setlist can continue to

exist. Over time, you quit guessing and begin understanding.

This can be the way you in finding “transition leaks.” You will discover the ones leaks automatically if you
happen to don't seem to be in your long-established surroundings. The setlist turns into some thing you

could possibly belif, as it has been rigidity-examined.

Build a repeatable ordering method for revisions

Eventually you may wish to alter your setlist. Maybe you add a brand new effect, retire one, or trade your
tone for a particular gig. The risk is that both revision becomes a new, the several convey that you haven't

tuned.

So | suggest the usage of an ordering method, no longer simply a fixed of law. You can nonetheless be

creative, however you must continue reliability.
Here's the machine | use in practice after | reorder drapery:

¢ |dentify your starting anchor and your finishing anchor first.

e Group the relaxation via how they feel to the audience, now not through how you really feel about them.
¢ Insert effortlessly in a trend that alternates anxiety and launch.

o Keep your riskiest player-established moments later, while the room is warmed up.

e Leave no less than one “rescue” consequence that could save you if potential drops.

That method maintains revisions from growing chaos. It also gives you a technique to explain your choices to
yourself. Instead of "I moved this as it seemed properly,” you get "I moved this as it variations the awareness

rhythm and decreases participant friction.”

If you deal with setlists like residing platforms, you beef up them with no shedding your groundwork.

Two brief practice session drills that make setlists hold up

Rehearsal time is confined. You can't re-stage everything ad infinitum. These drills consciousness on

reliability, now not memorization.

Drill 1: The 5-minute version



Take the 1st 5 to eight minutes of your setlist and perform it with no stopping, even if you stumble. When
you end, don't suitable strategy yet. Instead, observe wherein the audience could get bored based on tempo
and readability. Then run it once again, smoothing handiest the transitions you pointed out. You'll learn
sooner which elements of the collection bring momentum and which areas drain it.

Drill 2: The “reset beneath stress” run

Pick one section wherein resets count number, then rehearse it with distractions. Have any person discuss
to you quietly off to the aspect. Use imperfect lights, or stand fairly closer to the prop desk so that you have
much less room to work. You are training balance. A secure setlist seriously isn't made with the aid of very

best stipulations, this is made with the aid of resilient execution.

These drills sound plain, but they change what you observe. They also aid your mind discontinue treating
system defects like mess ups. In factual gigs, glitches turn up. Your setlist ought to support you due to
them.

Know whilst to lower, even once you love the effect

Cutting is not easy, above all if an influence is tied to your identification as a performer. But reliability on
occasion potential you must eliminate one thing that creates an excessive amount of uncertainty, in spite of

the fact that it plays impressive every so often.
| use several cut criteria:

If the effect continually depends on a participant being unusually at ease, and also you shouldn't assure

that, it's dangerous.

If it takes too lengthy to reset relative to the payoff, it'll thieve time from more desirable moments.

If the audience reaction is ambiguous too routinely, the outcomes is probably difficult, now not attention-

grabbing. Confusion shall be amusing whilst intentional, however ambiguity is other.

If the impression creates a visible possibility, like standard attitude problems in popular venues, it will fail too
usally to keep inside the set.

This is absolutely not about lowering fine. It is about holding exhibit integrity. A dependableremember setlist

is one one could operate optimistically while the room is simply not cooperating.



Build last force: the conclusion deserve to sense inevitable

A setlist finishing is in which reliability shows up. If your closing results are good but your final collection
feels rushed, your prove can quit on a weird emotional word. On any other hand, if you end too softly, the
target audience leaves nevertheless brooding about what befell.

A useful last arc most of the time has a clear form. The closer may still not be a random remaining trick. It

may still believe like the convey has been premier there.
| like endings that do three matters so as:
They deliver a strong payoff that feels just like the climax.

They provide a last moment of pleasure, both emotional or visible, that shall we the audience soak up what
they just noticed.

They transparent the stage cleanly so that you can move on without dragging.

Sometimes the ultimate impact you like so much isn't always the final impact you will have to use. Reliability
is set what lands in real prerequisites. If the room is worn out, a problematical nearer can underperform. If
the target market is loud and excited, you could have enough money a much bigger finale. You can
determine subsequently, yet you desire to plot the arc, not simply select a favorite.

How the Craig Petty Magic mind-set shows up inside the setlist itself

“Craig Petty Magic” is greater than a set of approaches. It is a functionality philosophy that treats the target

audience as collaborators. That reveals up in setlist decisions in refined tactics.

When your setlist is trustworthy, it feels respectful. You should not yanking the viewers via surprises, you are
guiding them due to meaningful moments. You also are not losing their time. Even in case your magic is

whimsical, the layout feels intentional.

In a riskless setlist built in that spirit, transitions think like portion of the train other than pauses. Your pacing
supports the target market's means to follow. Your player interactions suppose stable. And your range
serves objective, not random novelty.

That is why the setlist concerns as much as the consequences. A convey may be technically astonishing and
nevertheless think unsatisfying if the architecture does not assist the viewers's adventure. The Craig Petty

Magic means pushes you to layout that trip.

A useful method to compile your first “professional” setlist draft

If you're beginning from scratch or rebuilding, it is easy to create a draft soon with no locking yourself into it

continually. Use the concept of anchors and area “sure” moments.

You'll wish a gap that establishes connection and clarity. You'll favor a middle that helps to keep
consideration strong and avoids overloading the viewers with dense puzzles too early. You'll favor an
finishing that escalates emotionally and resolves cleanly.

Here's a compact blueprint you're able to draft from, without turning it into rigid homework. Make the 1st
phase about have faith and momentum, the middle section about wide variety and escalating wonder, and

the ultimate part approximately closure and satisfaction.



Once that draft is in position, you practice it just a few instances and take notes on what broke. Then you

adjust depending on patterns, no longer single-night evaluations.

Quick list formerly you decide to the set

When you observed your setlist is in a position, | love to run a remaining reliability determine. This seriously
is not approximately aesthetics. It is ready regardless of whether you might practice it cleanly whilst things
are imperfect.

e Can | begin this set with no need specific prerequisites?

Do transitions offer protection to momentum, or do they experience like object alterations?

Is the player-elegant subject matter positioned when the audience is warmed up?

If whatever thing runs lengthy, do | still achieve my ending arc?

Do | even have at the least one “rescue” consequence in a position if vigor dips?

If that you may %%!%%d5f3293c-1/3-4bbb-9b19-3d47¢c87390fc%%!%% resolution those questions,

you're toward a setlist that survives authentic existence.

Common setlist traps that kill reliability

Even sensible performers fall into predictable traps. If you'll be able to spot these early, you keep yourself a

lot of frustration.

One seize is "trick stacking.” You % your set with excellent resultseasily that each one Craig Petty Magic
Tricks require identical conditions, an identical physique language, or related degrees of quiet. The target
market’s attention will become fragile due to the fact all the pieces depends on the identical form of

consciousness.

Another lure is “pacing monotony.” If each outcomes displays at approximately the similar velocity and with
related tone, the target market not at all gets a breath. They would savor individual moments, however the

demonstrate feels flat considering that the emotional rhythm on no account variations.

A third catch is “no healing plan.” If you do not realize what you'll do whilst something is off, you freeze.
Freezing makes your performer calories seen, and the audience senses it. A dependable setlist carries
contingency movements within the variety of consequences which will stand alone, transitions that buy time,
and closers that also land even while you shave a few beats off the center.

Make it yours, then make it dependable

Reliability just isn't the enemy of originality. In actuality, the greater risk-free your setlist is, the greater
imaginative that you may be in the time of overall performance. When you already know the skeleton holds,
you possibly can improvise extra with a bit of luck, alter your tone to the room, and play with the audience

without being concerned that one misstep will resolve the whole present.

That is the truly payoff of building a professional setlist. You cease appearing your subject material like this

is fragile, and also you leap acting it like it really is a craft you could belief.

If you prevent the Craig Petty Magic mindset in view, the purpose becomes clearer. The tips matter, but the
train is the event the viewers walks away with. Build your collection to safeguard that knowledge, and you

will believe the difference at once.


https://twistedmindsmagicshop.co.uk/collections/craig-petty-magic-products
https://twistedmindsmagicshop.co.uk/collections/craig-petty-magic-products

If you would like, tell me your usual venue setup (seated vs standing, approximate viewers dimension, and
regardless of whether you utilize volunteers). | can advise a practical approach to arrange your starting,

middle, and finishing so your setlist remains effective across one-of-a-kind rooms.



