There is something deeply personal about choosing a military flag to fly. For some families, it starts with a
grandfather who marched under Army colors in Europe. For others, it is a son on a destroyer, a daughter in
the Air Force, or a niece who now serves in the Space Force and has to explain, every Thanksgiving, that

yes, it is a real branch and no, she does not spend her day floating around in orbit.

Flags make service visible. They turn memory into something you can see from the road, from the porch, or
from the front gate at a local post. A branch flag, a historic flag, or Old Glory itself does more than decorate

a pole. It says, “"This house remembers.”

That matters on Memorial Day and Veteran's Day, of course, but it also matters on the ordinary days in
between. If you have ever watched a retired Marine straighten a wrinkled flag by hand before sunrise, or
seen a kid ask why one banner says “United States Army"” while another carries thirteen stars in a circle, you
already know that flying a flag is not just display. It is storytelling.

The branches behind the banners

People often ask, what are the different branches of US Military, and when were the various US Branches
started? The short answer is that the United States currently has six armed service branches, each with its

own mission, culture, traditions, and official flag.
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| Branch | Official roots | Core purpose | |---|---|---] | Army | 1775 | Land warfare, sustained ground
operations, seizing and holding terrain | | Navy | 1775 | Sea control, power projection, maritime security,
support from the sea | | Marine Corps | 1775 | Expeditionary warfare, rapid response, amphibious operations |
| Coast Guard | 1790, through the Revenue Marine | Maritime safety, security, law enforcement, search and
rescue | | Air Force | 1947, after evolving from earlier Army air arms | Air and space superiority, global strike,
air mobility, intelligence and support | | Space Force | 2019 | Organizing, training, and equipping forces for

space operations |

That table American Military Branch Flags gives the clean version, but the lived version is more interesting.
The Army feels old because it is. It was born before the United States formally existed as a nation, when the
Continental Army was formed in June 1775 to fight for independence. The Navy and Marine Corps also trace
their origins to 1775, part of the same urgent wartime need. The Coast Guard's story is different. Its roots are
in Alexander Hamilton's Revenue Marine, created in 1790 to enforce tariffs and protect federal revenue,
which tells you a lot about how young nations really survive, through trade, order, and persistence as much

as cannon fire.

The Air Force became its own branch in 1947, but military aviation in America had already matured through
the Army Signal Corps, the Army Air Service, and the Army Air Forces. The Space Force is the youngest,

established in 2019, but its mission did not appear overnight. The military has relied on satellites, orbital
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tracking, missile warning systems, and secure communications for decades. The new branch simply reflects

how central space has become.

If you are choosing a flag, those origin dates matter because they shape the symbolism. An Army flag
honors the oldest continuous service tradition. A Space Force flag honors the newest frontier. Both belong in
the same national story.

What is the purpose of the different branches of US military?

That question comes up all the time, especially when kids see several branch flags at once and assume they

all do the same job in different uniforms. They do not.

The Army exists to fight and win on land. It is built for endurance. Armies occupy, defend, move, build, and
hold. If you think about campaigns from Yorktown to Normandy to Kuwait to Iraqg, you are thinking about

Army scale, logistics, and staying power.

The Navy controls access across oceans and littorals. It keeps sea lanes open, deters adversaries, launches
aircraft, fires missiles, protects commerce, and places American power where roads do not exist. Most
people think first of aircraft carriers, but the Navy's real strength is reach. It can stay in motion, remain on

station, and influence events far from home ports.

The Marine Corps is different in feel and purpose. Marines are designed for speed, readiness, and
expeditionary action. They are often first in, especially where sea and land meet. The Corps prides itself on

doing a lot with relatively lean forces, and its branch culture reflects that sharp edge.

The Coast Guard is sometimes overlooked in conversations about military branches, which is a mistake. In
peacetime it handles search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, port security, and environmental
protection. In wartime it can operate as a military service under the Navy. Anyone who has spent time
around coastal communities knows how visible the Coast Guard is when weather turns bad and people need

help fast.

The Air Force owns the sky, but that phrase barely covers it. It provides air superiority, strategic bombing,
close support, mobility, refueling, surveillance, command and control, and more. It is the branch that lets the

rest of the force move farther and faster.

The Space Force secures the systems that modern war depends on, navigation, missile warning,
communications, orbital tracking, and the protection of space-based assets. Even people who are skeptical
at first usually change their mind once they realize that your phone map, precision timing, weather

forecasting, and military communications all rely in some way on space infrastructure.

When people ask what branch they should honor, my honest answer is simple: honor the one that touched

your life, and learn enough about the others to respect the whole team.

What branches fought in the American Revolution?

If your interest leans historical, especially if you are considering a colonial or Revolutionary-era flag, this part
matters. What branches fought in the American Revolution is not exactly the same question as asking which
modern branches existed then. The modern services draw lineage from earlier organizations, but the war

was fought by a mix of regular and irregular forces.

The Continental Army was the main land force. It carried the burden of sustained field operations under

George Washington and became the direct ancestor of today's Army. The Continental Navy was much



smaller, but it played a role in disrupting British shipping and supporting the broader war effort. The
Continental Marines, established in 1775, served aboard ships and in expeditionary roles, which is why the
Marine Corps proudly traces its birthday to that year. Alongside them were colonial militias and state troops,
who were often decisive at the local level even if they were less standardized.

If you fly a historic flag from that period, make sure you know what it represents. The thirteen-star circle is
widely recognized and broadly understood as a symbol of the Revolutionary era, even though historians
debate exactly how commonly that specific arrangement was used. The Gadsden flag also comes from that
period, but it has taken on modern political meanings that may or may not match your intent. Context

matters. If your goal is heritage, not provocation, it helps to choose carefully.

What branches fought in the American Civil War?

The Civil War complicates military memory because it carries both valor and division. What branches fought
in the American Civil War? On the Union side, the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy were the principal federal forces,
supported by Marine detachments and state volunteer regiments. On the Confederate side, there were the
Confederate States Army, the Confederate States Navy, and Confederate Marines, along with extensive
state and militia formations.

This is where judgment really matters when choosing a historic flag. Not every old military banner is neutral
in modern life. Some flags commemorate service and sacrifice in a general historical sense. Others are now
inseparable from the defense of slavery and rebellion against the United States. If your purpose is to honor

heritage and history, choose symbols that unite memory rather than narrow it into grievance.
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| have seen families handle this well. One displayed a Union Army regimental reproduction next to a modern
Army flag because an ancestor served in the Army of the Potomac and later another relative fought in World
War Il. Another family with Southern roots skipped Confederate imagery altogether and flew the U.S. Flag
with a framed service record indoors, letting the documents carry the family story. That is often the wiser

route. History deserves honesty, and honesty includes recognizing what certain symbols mean now.

Do Cavalry Regiments still exist?
Yes, they do, although not in the horse-mounted form most people picture first.

If you ask, do Cavalry Regiments still exist, the answer is that cavalry survives mainly through lineage,
organization, and mission style rather than through sabers and saddles. The U.S. Army still has cavalry units
and regiments, including formations with armored reconnaissance and security missions. The 1st Cavalry
Division is the best-known example, and several cavalry regiments continue to serve with proud histories.
Modern cavalry is about scouting, screening, rapid movement, and finding the enemy, using armored

vehicles, helicopters, sensors, and digital systems rather than horses.

That heritage still means something. If your family has cavalry service in its past, flying a cavalry guidon or a
unit flag can be a meaningful way to honor that line. Just be clear about whether you are displaying an
official current unit insignia, a historical reproduction, or a decorative cavalry-themed flag. For veterans and

military families, those differences are not trivial. Accuracy is a form of respect.

What flags are flown on Naval ships?

This question comes up more often than you might think, especially among people shopping for a Navy-
related display. What flags are flown on Naval ships depends on whether the ship is underway, moored, in

port, under command, or signaling.

A U.S. Navy ship typically flies the national ensign, which is the American flag, from the stern when moored
or anchored and from the main mast when underway. A union jack may be flown from the bow when moored
or anchored. Ships also fly a commissioning pennant, a long narrow pennant that shows the vessel is an
active commissioned warship. On special occasions you may see "holiday colors,” when a larger-than-usual
national ensign is flown. Signal flags are another category entirely, used for communication and ceremonial

dressing.

That means if you want a Navy display at home, you have choices. You might fly the U.S. Flag above the
official U.S. Navy flag, which is common and appropriate. You might add a commissioning pennant in a
shadow box if a family member served aboard ship. Or you might display signal flags indoors if they have a

specific connection, such as a ship’s call sign or a commemorative message.

What | would not do is throw together random maritime flags just because they look nautical. Sailors notice.
They may not say anything, but they notice.

Why flying a historic flag honors heritage and history

There is a difference between nostalgia and stewardship. Nostalgia can flatten the past into sentiment.

Stewardship asks you to carry it carefully.
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Why flying a historic flag honors heritage and history comes down to intent, context, and knowledge. A
historic flag can connect a modern family to the Revolution, to a unit lineage, to an immigrant ancestor who
enlisted, or to a branch that shaped several generations. It gives younger people a visible entry point into
stories they might otherwise never hear. A branch flag says service. A historic flag says service in time.

That can be powerful in ordinary ways. | know a family that flies the Army flag on Veterans Day and the
thirteen-star flag on Independence Day. Their grandchildren know exactly why. One banner honors a living
grandfather who served in Vietnam. The other marks the founding era that made his later service possible.

The two flags do not compete. They complete each other.

Of course, some historic flags carry mixed legacies, and that is where adults need to do the work. Do not
hand a child a symbol and hope they never ask questions. Hope they do ask. Then answer honestly. Tell
them where it came from, who carried it, what ideals it represented, and where the historical record is

complicated. That is a far better lesson than empty flag-waving.

Teaching future generations honor, legacy, and history

Children learn memory through repetition. They notice what goes up on the pole, when it goes up, and how
the adults react to it. A flag raised with care teaches something different from a flag left torn, tangled, and
faded until nobody can identify it.

Teaching future generations honor, legacy, and history often starts with small rituals. Stand still during the
raising. Explain what branch a flag represents. Tell one real story instead of reciting a slogan. If a relative
served, show a photo. If nobody in the family served, talk about what service means in a republic, duty,

sacrifice, civilian control, and gratitude without hero worship.
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The practical side matters too. If you fly a branch flag beneath the U.S. Flag, keep the American flag in the
position of superior prominence. Use a clean, well-made flag rather than the cheapest thin polyester you
can find if it will live outdoors year-round. Bright colors look great online and terrible after one hard summer.
| have replaced enough shredded flags after storm season to say that durability is not a luxury, it is part of
proper respect.

Here are a few habits worth keeping if you plan to fly military or historic flags at home:

1. Know what each flag represents before you raise it.

2. Keep the U.S. Flag in the place of highest honor.

3. Replace sun-faded or torn flags promptly.

4. Bring specialty flags in during severe weather if they are not all-weather rated.
5. Use holidays as a starting point, not the only time you remember service.

Those basics seem simple, but they prevent most of the mistakes that turn a good tribute into an accidental

mess.

What branch will you honor on Veteran's Day?

Veteran’s Day has a way of focusing the question. What branch will you honor on Veteran's Day? For some

people, the answer is obvious. If your sister is in the Air Force, you fly the Air Force flag. If your father wore



crossed rifles in the Army infantry, the Army flag makes sense. If your family includes more than one branch,

then a display with Old Glory and one or two service flags can tell that story cleanly.

If you are honoring a veteran from a branch that changed over time, be attentive to dates. A pilot who served
before 1947 may have served in the Army Air Forces rather than the Air Force. A sailor in the Second World
War served under the Navy branch identity we know today, but perhaps on a ship with a very specific
command pennant or campaign record. Someone in a modern satellite or missile career might feel seen in a
way previous generations never expected by the Space Force flag. That is one of the striking things about

military heritage in America. It keeps growing. The story is not finished.

Veteran’s Day is also a good moment to honor service without pretending all service experiences are the
same. A Coast Guardsman who spent twenty years on rescue and interdiction missions served differently
from a Marine in Fallujah or a Space Force Guardian working orbital warning systems. Respect does not

require flattening those differences. It requires seeing them clearly.

Will you fly Old Glory year round?

Some households reserve the U.S. Flag for major holidays. Others ask, will you fly Old Glory Year Round? |

am in favor of year-round display if you can do it properly.

Flying the American flag every day changes your relationship to it. It stops being seasonal decor and
becomes part of the home. You notice weather differently. You pay attention to sunrise and dusk. You
inspect halyards and clips. You think about lighting if the flag remains up at night. These are not burdens.
They are the mechanics of respect.

There is also something grounding about seeing the national flag through every season. It flies in heat, rain,
cold, and wind, just as the people who served under it did not get to pick perfect conditions. If you add a
branch flag beneath it on certain dates, such as Army Birthday, Marine Corps Birthday, Independence Day,
Memorial Day, and Veteran's Day, you create a rhythm of remembrance that feels lived rather than

performative.

That said, year-round display is not for everyone. If you know you will let the flag whip itself to rags or hang
in darkness without proper illumination, it is better to raise it on meaningful days and care for it well than to

treat daily display casually. Good intentions do not excuse neglect.

From one service story to the next

One of the best things about military flags is that they open doors between generations and even between
branches. An Army veteran may ask a young Space Force member what exactly her unit does. A Navy retiree
may explain to a child why ships fly a commissioning pennant. A Marine grandfather may tell a family story
that starts at Parris Island and ends with a folded flag in a shadow box. That is how heritage stays alive, not
in abstract, but in conversation.

The nation’s military story runs from muskets and wooden ships to stealth aircraft, cutters, carriers, armored
formations, satellite constellations, and systems most civilians never see. Yet the thread between them is
still recognizable. Service to the country. Commitment to a mission larger than self. Pride in branch identity

without losing sight of the whole.

So if you are choosing a flag, choose one with intention. Learn its history. Fly it correctly. Tell the story

behind it. Whether your loyalty rests with the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Air Force, or Space



Force, you are not just decorating a pole. You are keeping faith with people, moments, and ideals that

shaped the country.

And if you are still deciding what branch to honor first, start with the one whose story you can tell by heart.

That is usually the right banner to raise.



