
Then You've Found Your How To Apply For An Irish Driving Licence ... Now What?

How to Apply for an Irish Driving Licence: A Comprehensive Step-by-
Step Guide
Securing an Irish driving licence is a necessary turning point for numerous locals, providing self-reliance and
greater movement driving license test Ireland throughout the country. Nevertheless, browsing the governmental
requirements set by the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) can feel overwhelming for first-timers and those
transforming foreign licences alike.

This comprehensive guide breaks down whatever an applicant needs to know to effectively apply for a full Irish
driving licence, from initial requirements to the final consultation.

1. Understanding the Prerequisites
Before booking an appointment with the NDLS, a candidate should guarantee they satisfy all preliminary
requirements. Driving lawfully in Ireland is a progressive procedure, indicating one can not just leap straight to a
complete licence without finishing the essential developmental steps.

Basic Eligibility Requirements

Age: Applicants should meet the minimum age requirement for the specific vehicle category (e.g., 17 for a
basic B category automobile licence).

Residency: A candidate must be normally resident in Ireland. This normally means living in the state for at
least 185 days in each fiscal year.

Student Permit: For a novice full licence, the candidate should currently hold a valid student permit for the
appropriate car classification.

Vital Driver Training (EDT): Learner chauffeurs of cars need to complete a mandatory course of 12 one-
hour lessons with an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI) before they are qualified to sit the driving test.

Driving Test: Passing the main driving test carried out by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is mandatory
before looking for a complete driving licence.

2. Gather Your Documentation
The NDLS has rigorous paperwork rules. Arriving at a Ireland Driving Licence consultation without the
appropriate documents will result in refusal of service.

File Type Accepted Forms Notes Proof of Identity Valid Passport, Irish Passport Card, or existing National
Identity Card. Need to be original documents; expired IDs are declined. Evidence of Residency Energy costs,
bank statement, official government letter, or lease contract. Need to be dated within the last six months. Proof
of PPS Number Public Services Card (PSC), medical card, P60/P45, or payslip revealing the PPSN. A Public
Services Card is the preferred and most convenient method. Driving Certificate Certificate of Competesy
(Driving Test Pass Report) released by the RSA. Should exist within two years of passing the test. Medical Report
NDLS Medical Report Form (D501). Required only if over 70, restoring particular vehicle categories, or if
disclosing specific medical conditions. Photo Digital photo taken at the NDLS centre or a physical passport-sized
picture (if using by post). Must satisfy standard passport picture criteria (no glasses, neutral expression).
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3. The Application Methods
Applicants have 2 main ways to get their Irish driving licence: online (the most convenient technique) or face to
face at an NDLS centre.

Alternative A: Applying Online

To apply online, the candidate needs to fulfill the following requirements:

1. Hold a Public Services Card (PSC) and a verified MyGovID account.

2. Have actually a validated MyGovID mobile number linked to the account.

3. Have a medical report submitted online by a registered physician (if relevant).

4. Possess a valid credit or debit card for payment.

Actions to use online:

Log into the NDLS site using MyGovID.

Select the licence renewal or full licence application alternative.

Publish any required files (such as the eyesight or medical report, if not already submitted digitally).

Pay the requisite charge.

Option B: Applying personally

If a candidate does not have a Public Services Card or prefers in person interaction, they need to book an
appointment at one of the 34 NDLS centres across the country.

Steps to apply personally:

Visit the NDLS website and book a visit slot.

Gather all physical documents noted in the table above.

Attend the centre at the scheduled time.

Have your photo and signature caught digitally on-site.

Pay the fee by means of credit/debit card, Apple Pay, or Google Pay (note that many centres are cashless).

4. Fees and Payment Structure
The expense of an Irish driving licence depends upon the period of the licence provided. Normally, complete
licences are issued for 10 years, though shorter terms apply to drivers over a particular age or those with
particular medical conditions.

10-Year Full Driving Licence: EUR55.00

3-Year Licence (Medical Grounds): EUR35.00 (Fees might be waived for candidates aged 70 and over).

Exchange of a Foreign Licence: EUR55.00 (plus possible processing charges depending on the releasing
country).

5. Exchanging a Foreign Licence
Chauffeurs moving to Ireland from abroad might have the ability to exchange their foreign licence for an Irish
one, depending on the nation of origin.



Categories of Foreign Licences

EU/EEA Licences: Drivers from EU or European Economic Area member states can drive in Ireland on their
present licence till it ends. They can likewise select to exchange it for an Irish licence at any time.

Acknowledged States: Ireland has mutual contracts with particular "Recognised States" (consisting of
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, and parts of the United States). Individuals from these areas
can exchange their licence, provided they do so within a specific timeframe after establishing residency.

Non-Recognised States: Drivers from countries without an exchange contract should go through the basic
Irish learner license and driving test process from scratch.

6. What to Expect After Applying
When the application is effectively processed by the NDLS:

The applicant will be issued a paper invoice, which works as momentary evidence of application (though it
does not grant permission to drive without an existing valid permit or licence).

The physical driving licence card is printed centrally and sent out via post directly to the applicant's home
address.

Delivery usually takes in between 5 to 10 working days.

Summary Checklist for Applicants
To guarantee a smooth and trouble-free application procedure, keep this fast checklist handy:

Passed the official RSA driving test.

Obtained the Certificate of Competency (valid for up to 2 years).

Secured a Public Services Card and MyGovID account (for online applications) or booked an NDLS
consultation.

Gathered proof of identity, address, and PPS number.

Finished a medical report kind (if suitable).

Prepared a debit/credit card for the EUR55 fee.

By following these actions carefully, getting an Irish driving licence ends up being a simple administrative task,
paving the method for safe and legal driving on Ireland's roadways.


