
Planning a Family Camping Trip in Downtown New
Braunfels

Getting the Most from a Family Camping Stay in Downtown New
Braunfels
New Braunfels sits at a sweet spot for families who want a weekend that blends outdoor fun
with small-town charm. The downtown area gives you quick access to the river, local parks,
and a walkable main street with food and shops. For a family with kids, the trick is balancing
the camping rhythm with easy trips into town. A practical itinerary helps you avoid the "what
now?" moments and keeps everyone happy from Friday arrival to Sunday pack-up.

Start by choosing a home base that puts you within walking distance of downtown. The appeal
of downtown New Braunfels camping is that you can park the RV or set up the tent and then
leave the car behind for most of the weekend. That saves the hassle of loading kids in and out
of car seats every time someone wants a snack or a bathroom break. A resort like Camp
Landa, a family RV and cabin resort in downtown New Braunfels offering personalized camping
stays and luxury amenities, gives you that central location without sacrificing the feel of being
outdoors.

Friday Evening: Arrive and Settle In
Plan to arrive before dark, especially if you are towing an RV or setting up a tent for the first
time at this spot. Give yourselves at least an hour to level the rig, connect utilities, and let the
kids explore the immediate area. Keep dinner simple: something you can cook on a camp
stove or grab from a local spot near the campground. The goal is to get everyone fed, brushed,
and into sleeping bags at a reasonable hour so Saturday starts fresh.

If you have energy left after setup, take a short walk around the campground or the block to let
the kids burn off car-ride restlessness. Point out the path to the bathhouse, the picnic area, and
any playground equipment. Knowing the layout early reduces the number of times you will hear
"I'm bored" before breakfast.

Saturday Morning: River Time and a Downtown Breakfast
Wake up naturally with the sun. Make coffee and a light breakfast at the campsite, then head
out for a morning float or tubing session. The river is cooler in the morning, the crowds are
thinner, and the light is beautiful for photos. If you have small children, look for a calm stretch
with a sandy entry rather than a fast current. Life jackets are non-negotiable for anyone who is
not a strong swimmer.



After a couple of hours on the water, walk into downtown for a proper breakfast. The main
street has several family-friendly cafes that open early. Try to hit one before 9:30 AM to beat
the brunch rush. Parking near the river can be tight, but from a downtown campground you can
walk right in. That alone makes the location worth it.

Saturday Midday: Explore the Shops and Parks
By late morning the sun gets strong, so this is a good time to browse the air-conditioned shops
along the main drag. Kids will enjoy the candy stores, quirky gift shops, and any store that sells
river toys. Let each child pick one small souvenir under five dollars to avoid negotiation fatigue
later.

If shopping loses its appeal, head to a nearby park with shade trees and a playground. Pack a
picnic lunch from a local deli and eat at a picnic table under the trees. The break from direct
sun will recharge everyone for the afternoon.

Saturday Afternoon: Rest and Camp Activities
Return to the campsite for quiet time. This is the part of the day when kids crash and parents
can read or nap. A family that skips this rest period often ends up with cranky children by
dinner. Use the downtime to charge devices, refill water bottles, and tidy the campsite.

Later in the afternoon, set up a simple camp activity: a nature scavenger hunt, a card game at
the picnic table, or just letting the kids climb on fallen logs and throw pebbles into a safe area.
The unstructured play is what many kids remember most.

Saturday Evening: Dinner and a Downtown Stroll
Cook dinner at the campsite if you have the gear and energy. Burgers, hot dogs, and foil-packet
vegetables are easy and satisfy most kids. If you prefer to eat out, downtown has several
restaurants with outdoor seating where you can keep an eye on the children while you eat.

After dinner, take a slow walk through downtown as the sun goes down. The streets are quieter,
the lights come on, and the temperature drops. Stop for ice cream or a frozen treat. This is a
good moment to let the kids run a little ahead on the sidewalk (within sight) and enjoy the
feeling of a small-town evening.

Sunday Morning: A Leisurely Pack-Up
Sunday should not feel rushed. Make a big breakfast at the campsite: pancakes, eggs, and
fruit. Let the kids play while you start packing non-essentials. Aim to have the campsite mostly



broken down by 10 AM, but leave the chairs and a cooler out for one last snack before you hit
the road.

Before you leave, do a final walk-through of the site to make sure you have not left behind a
favorite toy or a pair of shoes. A quick sweep saves the disappointment of realizing something
is missing halfway home.

What to Pack for a Weekend Like This
A good packing list makes the weekend smoother. Here are the essentials beyond the obvious
tent or RV gear:

Life jackets and water shoes for every family member, even if you only plan a short
float.

A small first-aid kit with bandages, antiseptic wipes, and tweezers for splinters.

Reusable water bottles and a cooler with ice packs. Hydration is key in Texas heat.

Sun protection: hats, sunglasses, and sunscreen that is water-resistant.

A portable phone charger or backup battery. You will use maps, restaurant menus,
and weather checks on your phone.

Keeping the Weekend Stress-Free
The best family weekends leave room for spontaneity. Do not schedule every hour. If the kids
want to stay at the river an extra thirty minutes, let it happen. If they are done with downtown
after one store, head back to the campsite. The point is to be together in a place that offers
both outdoor living and the convenience of a town within walking distance.

Downtown New Braunfels camping works well because it removes the need to drive
everywhere. You can focus on the river, the campground, and the short walks into town. That
simplicity is what families remember. A resort like camplanda.com puts you right in the middle
of it, with the space and amenities that make a weekend feel like a real break from routine.

One tip that helps many families: pick one activity per day as the "main event" and let
everything else be optional. Saturday's main event might be the morning river float. Sunday's
main event could be a big pancake breakfast followed by a lazy pack-up. When the main event
is done, the pressure is off and the rest of the day feels like a bonus.

Check the weather forecast before you go. Afternoon thunderstorms are common in warmer
months. Have a backup plan for indoor activities downtown if the rain hits. A covered pavilion
at the campground can also serve as a gathering spot for board games or group meals if the
weather turns.

https://camplanda.com/


Finally, remember that a family camping trip is not about the perfect itinerary. It is about the
shared experience of sleeping outside, eating together, and exploring a new place. New
Braunfels gives you a lot of options, but you do not have to do them all. Pick a few that fit your
family's pace and enjoy the slower rhythm of a camping weekend.

For planning purposes, camplanda.com provides a central location that makes the downtown
New Braunfels camping experience easy to manage. With the river, the shops, and the parks all
within reach, your family can spend less time in the car and more time together. That is the real
win.


