
Why Belgium Driving License Is More Dangerous Than You Realized

Navigating the Road: A Complete Guide to Acquiring a Belgium
Driving License
Securing a motorist's license is a milestone that opens up brand-new horizons, making weekend trips to the
Ardennes or day-to-day commutes significantly easier. Nevertheless, for residents in Belgium, the process of
getting a driving license (particularly the basic Category B license for passenger automobiles) is understood for
being extensive, structured, and thorough.

Whether one is a fresh-faced teen eager to support the wheel or an expat moving from a nation whose license
can not be straight exchanged, understanding the Belgian licensing system is the primary step towards success.
This comprehensive guide breaks down every stage of the journey, from studying theory to passing the useful
test.

1. Prerequisites and Eligibility
Before scheduling any exams, Koop Een Echt Belgisch Rijbewijs candidates must meet particular legal and medical
requirements set by the Belgian authorities.

Age Requirements: The minimum age to obtain a Category B driving license in Belgium is 18 years old.
Nevertheless, candidates can start studying and taking the theoretical test at 17.

Residency: Applicants must be formally registered in a Belgian municipality and hold a valid Belgian
residence authorization or identity card.

Medical Fitness: While a thorough medical examination is not universally needed for a basic Category B
license, applicants need to sign a declaration validating they meet the physical and psychological health
requirements essential for driving. Specific medical conditions might need a physician's certificate or an
official assessment by the Belgian Road Safety Institute (VIAS).

2. Step One: The Theoretical Exam
The journey starts in the class. The theoretical test examines a prospect's understanding of the Highway Code (
Code de la Route), traffic indications, right-of-way guidelines, and standard automobile safety.

Candidates can prepare by self-studying utilizing official books, taking online courses, or participating in classes
at an authorized driving school ( auto-école/ rijschool).

What to Expect on Test Day:

Format: Computer-based multiple-choice test (50 concerns).

Passing Score: At least 41 out of 50 points.

The Catch: Beware of severe offenses. Making an important error on a concern regarding a significant traffic
infraction results in an automated deduction of 5 points.

Languages: The test can be taken in French, Dutch, German, or English (with the support of a translator at
designated centers).
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Passing this examination grants the candidate a Theoretical Exam Certificate, which is legitimate for three years.
This certificate is needed to obtain a student's license ( provisionary license).

3. Step Two: Choosing a Training Pathway
Once the theory test is dominated, the prospect must select how they want to discover useful driving skills.
Belgium provides two primary paths to get behind the wheel:

Pathway Description Minimum Practice Period Key Advantage Free Training (with Guide) Learning with a
certified accompanying motorist (parent, good friend, etc) who has actually held a license for at least 8 years. 9
months More cost-efficient; permits comprehensive real-world practice. Driving School Training Taking practical
lessons through a certified driving school (minimum 20 hours needed). 3 months (can be done simultaneously
with lessons) Professional direction; higher novice pass rates; access to school cars for the test.

Provisionary License Types:

Depending on the chosen path, the municipality ( commune/ gemeente) will issue a provisionary license ( permis
de conduire provisoire):

Model 36 (Free Training): Valid for 36 months. Requires a minimum of one accompanying individual to
complete a 3-hour guidance session at a driving school.

Design 18 (Driving School): Valid for 18 months. Released after completing 20 hours of professional driving
lessons, permitting the candidate to drive independently without a guide.

Design 12: Available for those who fail the practical test twice, requiring an extra 6 hours of driving school
lessons.

4. Step Three: The Hazard Perception Test
Before attempting the last practical driving examination, candidates in particular areas (such as Wallonia and
Brussels) should pass a Hazard Perception Test ( Test de Perception des Risques).

Objective: To measure the candidate's capability to anticipate harmful circumstances on the roadway.

Format: A computer-based test where candidates enjoy short video from the driver's viewpoint and should
click the mouse whenever they spot an establishing risk.

Validity: This test needs to be passed in the past booking the useful examination and is valid for one year.

5. Step Four: The Practical Exam
The last difficulty is the useful driving test, designed to assess real car control, traffic integration, and safe driving
routines.

The test is divided into two main parts:

1. Off-Road Maneuvers: Conducted on a private testing room or a peaceful street. Candidates need to usually
carry out maneuvers such as backing into a parking space, parallel parking, or carrying out a U-turn (three-
point turn), along with a technical check of the lorry (monitoring tire pressure, oil levels, lights, and so on).

2. On-Road Driving: Driving in genuine traffic conditions for around 30 minutes, following instructions given
by the examiner by means of GPS or verbal hints.



Typical Reasons for Failure:

Failing to yield the right of way (specifically the priority-to-the-right rule ( priorité de droite), which is
notoriously stringent in Belgium).

Speeding or driving too gradually for conditions.

Poor mirror-checking habits (blind spot checks).

Inaccurate positioning on multi-lane roads or roundabouts.

6. Step Five: Issuance of the Final License
Congratulations, the test is passed! Nevertheless, the procedure isn't quite ended up yet.

Administrative Steps: Take the useful test pass certificate, your ID, and current passport photos to your
regional community workplace ( commune/ gemeente).

Processing Fee & & Time: Pay the needed administrative fee (normally in between EUR25 and EUR30) and
wait approximately 3 to 5 working days for the physical card to be all set.

The Final Product: The basic Belgian driving license is issued in the European credit-card format and stands
for 10 years before renewal is required.

Summary Checklist for Success
To guarantee a smooth journey toward getting a Belgium driving license, keep this helpful checklist in mind:

Register your home at your regional municipality.

Study the Belgian Highway Code thoroughly.

Pass the theoretical test (50 concerns).

Decide between free training (Model 36) or driving school (Model 18).

Acquire your provisional license from the commune.

Complete the required practice hours (3 or 9 months).

Pass the Hazard Perception Test (where applicable).

Pass the useful test (maneuvers + on-road driving).

Gather your authorities 10-year driving license from the city center.

Getting a driving license in Belgium needs persistence, monetary investment, and devotion to safety rules.
However, the structured approach ensures that every motorist hitting the Belgian tarmac is well-prepared,
confident, and geared up to deal with the intricacies of European roads. Safe driving!


