
Losing a loved one is an unimaginable tragedy, especially when that loss is due to someone else's negligence or
wrongful actions. When facing such a devastating situation, understanding the financial implications can be
difficult yet essential for moving forward. This comprehensive guide will help you navigate the complexities of
calculating wrongful death damages, shedding light on various types of claims and compensations available
under Pennsylvania law.

Understanding Wrongful Death Claims
In Pennsylvania, the wrongful death statute allows the estate of a deceased person to file a claim against those
responsible for the death. This statute recognizes that a person's life has value and that their untimely death can
inflict significant emotional and financial harm on surviving family members. Common scenarios leading to
wrongful death claims include fatal car accidents, medical negligence fatalities, pedestrian fatalities, and other
tragic incidents.

Components of Wrongful Death Damages

When pursuing a fatal accident claim, it's crucial to understand what types of damages may be awarded. In
Pennsylvania, wrongful death damages typically fall into two categories: economic damages and non-economic
damages.

1. Economic Damages

Economic damages are quantifiable monetary losses that the survivors incur due to the untimely death. These
may include:



Medical Expenses: Costs incurred for medical treatment before the victim's passing.

Funeral Expenses: The costs associated with burial or cremation services.

Lost Income: Compensation for wages that the deceased would have earned if they had lived.

Loss of Benefits: Future benefits such as pension plans or health insurance that would have been available to
the deceased.

Calculating these damages often requires meticulous documentation and expert testimony to establish future
income potential and other financial projections.

2. Non-Economic Damages

Non-economic damages are more subjective in nature and aim to compensate survivors for intangible losses
resulting from their loved one's death. These may include:

Loss of Companionship: Emotional distress caused by losing a partner or parent.

Pain and Suffering: The anguish experienced by the deceased prior to their passing.

Loss of Parental Guidance: Especially relevant in cases involving minor children who lose a parent.

While economic damages can be calculated using concrete figures, non-economic damages often rely on
emotional testimonies and expert evaluations to justify their value in court.

Factors Influencing Damage Calculations
Several factors can influence the amount awarded in a wrongful death case:

1. Age of the Deceased: Younger individuals may lead to higher compensation due to lost future earnings.

2. Earning Potential: Higher-skilled professionals generally result in greater lost income claims.

3. Dependents: Families with more dependents may receive larger awards as they have suffered greater
financial losses.

4. Circumstances Surrounding Death: Cases involving egregious negligence (e.g., drunk driving) may increase
punitive damage awards.

Steps to Calculate Damages
If you find yourself needing to calculate wrongful death damages, consider following these steps:

1. Document Everything: Collect bills, pay stubs, tax returns, and any other documents related to expenses
incurred due to the death.

2. Consult Experts: Engaging economic experts or forensic accountants can help quantify lost income
effectively.

3. Assess Non-Economic Losses: Work with mental health professionals who can provide insight into
emotional struggles resulting from your loss.

4. Legal Consultation: Hiring an experienced wrongful death lawyer Upper Darby, specializing in personal
injury law, can streamline your process and ensure you maximize your claim's potential.

Common Questions about Wrongful Death Damages

1. Who Can File a Wrongful Death Claim?



Only specific individuals can file a wrongful death claim under Pennsylvania law. Typically, this includes immediate
family members like spouses, children, or parents of the deceased.

2. How Long Do I Have to File a Claim?

Under Pennsylvania’s statute of limitations for wrongful death cases, you typically have two years from the date
of your loved one’s passing to file a lawsuit.

3. Are There Limits on Damage Awards?

Pennsylvania does not impose caps on economic or non-economic damages in wrongful death cases; however,
punitive damage awards are limited based on specific criteria.

4. What if My Loved One Died Due to Medical Negligence?

In cases involving medical negligence fatalities, it’s essential to consult with a negligent homicide attorney who
has expertise in both medical malpractice and wrongful death claims.

5. Can Family Members Receive Compensation for Emotional Distress?

Yes! Family members can seek compensation for emotional distress resulting from their loved one's unexpected
passing through non-economic damage claims.

Conclusion
Navigating through wrongful death claims is an emotionally charged experience fraught with challenges but
knowing how damages are calculated can empower you during this difficult time. Whether it's pursuing
compensation after a car crash wrongful death or filing an unexpected death lawsuit due to medical negligence
fatality, understanding your rights under Pennsylvania law is crucial for achieving justice for your lawyer for car
accident loved one while ensuring financial stability for those left behind.

Hiring an experienced attorney who specializes in wrongful deaths not only provides legal guidance but also
eases some burdens during this trying time—allowing families more space to grieve while seeking justice and
closure.
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