
Choosing a Princess Cut Diamond That Dazzles
When you start looking at engagement rings, the princess cut often catches your eye first. Its
clean lines and modern geometry give it a crisp, contemporary feel that still carries a classic
weight. But not every princess cut diamond sparkles the same way. The way this shape is cut
has a direct effect on how it handles light, and that means you can end up with a stone that
looks flat or one that seems to glow from within. Knowing what to look for makes all the
difference.

Understand what gives a princess cut its sparkle
Sparkle in a diamond is really three things working together: brilliance, fire, and scintillation.
Brilliance is the white light that bounces back from the stone. Fire is the flashes of color that
split from white light. Scintillation is the play of light and dark that moves across the facets as
the diamond shifts. A princess cut diamond, which is a square modified brilliant cut, relies on
its facet arrangement to deliver all three. Unlike a round brilliant that has a symmetrical pattern
of 57 or 58 facets, the princess cut uses a different layout - often a chevron or a four-fold
pattern - that can produce a lot of sparkle if the proportions are right. But if the cut is too deep
or too shallow, light escapes from the bottom and the stone looks dull.

The princess cut diamond is especially sensitive to depth and table size because of its shape.
A round diamond can hide some cutting errors, but a square stone shows them. That is why
understanding the numbers behind the cut is not just for gemologists - it is for anyone who
wants a ring that really shines.

Check the table and depth percentages first
The table is the flat top facet of the diamond. The depth is the height from the table to the culet
(the bottom point). For a princess cut, the table percentage should ideally fall between 66% and
72%. A table that is too small can make the diamond look dark in the center. A table that is too
large can make the stone look flat and reduce its fire. Depth percentage for a princess cut
should be between 66% and 74%. If the depth is too shallow, light leaks out of the sides. If it is
too deep, light escapes from the bottom, and the diamond can look smaller than its carat
weight because the weight is hidden in the depth. When you see a diamond that seems dark or
lifeless compared to another of the same carat weight, poor depth or table is often the reason.
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Look at the length-to-width ratio
A princess cut is supposed to be square, but not all are perfectly square. The length-to-width
ratio tells you how close to square the diamond is. A ratio of 1.00 to 1.05 is considered square.
Anything beyond 1.10 starts to look rectangular. Some people prefer a slightly rectangular
shape because it can make the finger look longer, but if you want a classic princess cut, stick
close to 1.00. The ratio does not directly affect sparkle, but it changes how light enters and
exits the stone. A noticeably rectangular stone can have uneven light return on the long sides.

Prioritize cut grade over clarity or color
Many buyers focus on color and clarity because those grades are easy to understand. But with
a princess cut, the cut grade matters more than almost anything else. A well-cut princess can
hide a slightly lower color grade (like H or I) because the sparkle scatters the light and masks
the slight warmth. The same goes for clarity - small inclusions that are not visible to the naked
eye are often hidden under the crown facets or near the edges. But a poorly cut diamond with



excellent color and clarity will still look dull. The cut determines how much light the stone
returns to your eye.

When you look at a princess cut diamond, ask for the cut grade from a reputable lab like GIA or
AGS. If the stone does not have a cut grade, ask for the optical symmetry and polish grades.
Polish and symmetry are part of the overall cut quality. A stone with excellent polish and
symmetry will have better light performance than one with very good or good grades.

Examine the corners and the culet
Princess cut diamonds have sharp corners that can be prone to chipping. This is not directly
about sparkle, but it affects how the diamond looks over time. If a corner chips, the symmetry
is broken and the stone will not reflect light the same way. Many jewelers set princess cuts
with protective bezels or V-tip prongs at the corners to reduce the risk. As you evaluate sparkle,
check that the corners are not already damaged. Also look at the culet - the bottom point. A
princess cut has a single culet that can be sharp. A very sharp culet can be a weak point during
setting. Some cutters leave a tiny culet (called a pointed culet) that is less vulnerable. This
does not affect sparkle directly, but it matters for long-term durability.



See the diamond in different lighting
A diamond that looks brilliant under the bright lights of a jewelry store can look dull in dim
restaurant lighting or under overcast sky. When you view a princess cut diamond, ask to see it
in natural daylight, in incandescent light, and in a dimmer setting. The best stones show good
brilliance in all conditions. Some princess cuts have a dark center or a bow-tie effect (a dark
area that runs across the middle). A small bow-tie is normal in many fancy shapes, but a large
one can make the diamond look dead in the center. Rotate the diamond and tilt it to see how
the light pattern moves. If the same area stays dark, the cut may be unbalanced.

Consider the setting for maximum light



The setting can help or hurt the sparkle of a princess cut. A bezel setting wraps around the
entire diamond, which protects the corners but also covers some of the edges where light can
enter. A prong setting with four prongs (one at each corner) allows more light to pass through
the sides, which can increase scintillation. However, the prongs need to be strong enough to
hold the stone securely. A channel setting or a pave setting with small diamonds on the band
can also reflect light back into the princess cut, adding to its overall brilliance. When you
choose a setting, think about how much of the diamond will be exposed to light.

Check for a good polish and symmetry
These two factors are part of the cut grade but deserve their own look. Polish refers to how
smooth the facets are. If the polish is rough or has surface scratches, light scatters as it hits
the facet, reducing brilliance. Symmetry refers to how precisely the facets align. A princess cut
with good symmetry has a clean, even pattern. Misaligned facets can create dark spots or
uneven light return. On a grading report, look for "excellent" or "ideal" in both polish and
symmetry. If the stone is not graded, you can often see poor symmetry by looking at the
diamond from the top. The chevron or four-fold pattern should look balanced from all four
sides.

Choosing a princess cut diamond that sparkles is a combination of knowing the numbers and
trusting your eye. The numbers give you a starting point, but the final test is how the stone
looks to you. A well-cut princess cut diamond will have bright flashes of white light, colorful
fire, and a lively play of light across its surface. It will not look flat or dark in the center. It will
draw your eye when you see it from across the room.



When you finally hold the diamond in your hand, tilt it side to side and watch the light dance.
That is the sparkle you are after - and it is worth taking the time to get it right.


