Patio doors are easy to overlook until a hard storm reminds you how exposed a back wall can be. In North Texas,

where severe wind is part of the reality, that is not a detail worth ignoring.

Impact rated patio doors are built to handle more than everyday use. They are designed commercial doors
Midlothian with stronger glass, reinforced frames, and hardware that helps them stay intact when wind-driven

debris or sudden pressure changes hit the house.

The Role Patio Doors Play In Storm Protection

A patio door is a large, flat surface with a lot of glass. That makes it more vulnerable than a solid wall, and in a

strong wind event, vulnerability is what turns a bad night into a costly repair.

In North Texas, patio doors also deal with everyday abuse that adds up over time. Heat, sun, foundation

movement, and repeated expansion and contraction can all affect how well a door latches and seals.

An impact rated patio door gives you a better margin of safety, but it still has to be installed correctly. A strong

product in a crooked opening will never perform the way it should.

What Makes An Impact Rated Patio Door Different

These doors are not simply marketed as "stronger." They are engineered so the glass may crack without falling

apart, and the frame and hardware keep the opening protected after impact.

A few features usually separate a true impact rated product from a standard replacement door: - Laminated glass

that holds together after impact
® Reinforced frames and corner joints
e Stronger locking points and track hardware

® Better anchoring into the wall opening

* \Weather sealing that helps reduce water intrusion

Not every product uses the same materials, and not every home needs the same level of reinforcement. A
ground-level patio opening facing open yard space may need a different solution than a sheltered back porch.

The right choice depends on exposure, layout, and how much risk you want to reduce.

When Repair Stops Making Sense

The warning signs are often ordinary at first. A slider that catches in the track, a French door that needs a

shoulder push to latch, or a seal that no longer keeps dust out can all point to a larger fit issue.
Common signs that a patio door needs attention include: - Visible cracks, chips, or fogging in the glass

¢ Difficulty locking or latching
* Air leaks or water intrusion around the frame
* Track wear, roller failure, or sagging panels

e A frame that looks out of square after foundation movement

Repair makes sense when the issue is isolated. Replacement becomes more practical when the frame, slab, and

weather seal are all showing age at once, especially if the home is due for broader storm protection upgrades.
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Many homeowners in Ellis County and nearby areas learn that sticking doors are less about the hardware and
more about the house settling over time. The new door has to be matched to the opening that exists now, not

the opening as it was built years ago.

Choosing The Right Patio Door For North Texas Conditions

The best patio door for North Texas is not always the most expensive one. It is the one that fits the opening

properly, handles heat and sun exposure, and gives the level of storm resistance the home actually needs.

If you are replacing a patio door in North Texas, ask whether the product is rated for impact, how it is anchored,
and whether the installer has experience with openings that are slightly out of square. Those questions are

practical, not picky.

A well-installed door should shut cleanly without extra force, lock securely, and maintain a consistent seal across

the full opening. If it does not, the installation deserves another look.



