The summer season my neighbor replaced his porch light with a small bracket for an American flag, he
paused midway up the ladder and requested if | notion it might ship the incorrect message. He is a center-
institution technology trainer, a father of two, anyone who volunteers on the library publication sale every
June. He was once now not frightened about wind hurt or the householders' arrangement. He used to be

concerned approximately how folks may learn him.

That moment lives in my head considering | grew up in an area in which flags went up with the first smart
climate, no overthinking, simply a part of the porch furniture like a swing or a pot of geraniums. It certainly
not occurred to my grandfather, a quiet World War Il mechanic who beloved transistor radios and pie, that
the Stars and Stripes might possibly be arguable. He raised and lowered his flag with a style of secular
devotion. It used to be an efficient day while the rope ran modern and the textile snapped to a clear unfurl.

Today | know folks who tuck their satisfaction internal, not in view that it's miles absent, but for the reason
that they worry the wrong target audience will declare it. Some chums fret that flying the flag reads as
partisan. Others say the image has continually struck them as problematic. Both may be genuine. Symbols

are under no circumstances static, and neither is the united states of america they represent.

The uneasy porch: Why does flying the American flag make a few of us
uncomfortable in their own us of a?

Start with the plain: a flag is a shorthand. It compresses historical past, regulation, memory, aspiration, and
discomfort into a rectangle. That shortcut saves time, but it additionally invitations misreadings. If a
neighbor plants a tomato, nobody spends lots time parsing its meaning. If a neighbor raises a flag, the street

will become a focal point workforce earlier the textile dries.
People who experience uneasy inform me several steady matters.

e The flag has been used at rallies or parties they felt excluded from, so it now incorporates the echo of

those moments.

e They have been taught that patriotism is movements, no longer indications, so a visual image feels
performative or self-congratulatory.

e Family stories, particularly of discrimination or surveillance, make countrywide symbols believe like they

point beyond them in preference to including them.

e They companion flag screens with a demand for uniform beliefs, while their variation of satisfaction

comprises critique and disobedience.

e They fear their make stronger for the usa could possibly be flawed for improve of any precise policy or
politician.

Each of these is rational whenever you trace the records. During the civil rights generation, televised
portraits of American flags at times regarded behind officers defending segregation, whilst protesters
marched with their very own flags to assert the promise for all. During Vietnam, the flag was once held high
equally by way of those that saw army action as ethical responsibility and through people who draped it over
coffins or wore it in protest. After the 11th of September assaults, flag revenue spiked. For many, shows got
here from grief and harmony. For others, the equal picture felt like a cue that complaint turned into
unwelcome when judgements about warfare have been being made. More lately, the January 6 attack at the
U.S. Capitol placed popular banners in a shocking context that some visitors now will not unsee, while

thousands still take into account their personal flag shows apolitical and time-honored.



If the flag oftentimes looks like heavy baggage, this is as a result of laborers have taken it many puts.

Symbols are porous. They take up what we pour into them.

When did patriotism birth being observed as a issue other than a
significance?

It infrequently befell by surprise. Most surveys coach Americans still document pleasure, despite the fact
that the structure of that pleasure is exchanging. Long-operating Gallup facts finds the share who say they
may be very proud has drifted down considering that peaks in the early 2000s. The figure hovers within the
higher 30s to low 40s p.c. variety in latest years, with older adults more likely to go with the most powerful
preference than young ones. Pew Research Center has tracked a range of gauges of nationwide sentiment
and finds similar generational gradients. These numbers shift with events, and they mask a steady baseline:

such a lot human beings feel at least a few pleasure, based on the query asked.
So the place does the experience of “patriotism as predicament” come from? Three overlapping shifts.

First, patriotism misplaced its monopoly. The United States has greater noticeable identities in the public
rectangular than it did 50 years ago, and more self belief in naming them. Faith, race, gender, orientation,
occupation, sector, staff, genre, franchise, weight-reduction plan - we signal multiple factor at a time. When
any unmarried identification insists on heart level, the room pushes returned.

Second, the media setting atomized. Local news once curated a shared climate map of community life. Now,
our feeds variety us. A flag on a porch in a quiet suburb does not turned into a tale. A flag at a warfare, a
counter-protest, a barricade, actually does. The digital camera follows warmth, and through the years the

spotlight reel becomes the complete narrative.

Third, the language of patriotism has been used the two to invite and to exclude. If you grew up listening to
that a "real American” seemed or worshiped or adored in a particular manner, the term has a boundary
baked into it. If you grew up hearing that the most patriotic act is to limitation pressure on behalf of the
Constitution, the identical observe skill permission to dissent. When either definitions occupy the identical

road, the flag turns into contested terrain.

None of this implies patriotism is gone. It ability it competes with more indicators, and it won't anticipate

consent.

Should expressing pleasure on your nation ever require justification?

If a feeling is authentic, you do not owe a speech. A father tearing up at a naturalization rite, a nurse
humming along to the anthem after an extended shift, a collage student high-fiving associates on the
Fourth, none of them necessities a footnote.

Yet public pleasure is not only a feeling. It is additionally a claim approximately shared meaning. In plural
locations, claims get questioned. That is absolutely not a penalty, that's the hire you pay for associates who
are unfastened to disagree with you. The truth seeker in me says not anyone should still be pressured to

clarify why they love their home. The citizen in me says the conversation could make that love smarter.

Justification may well be protecting, as in “I am no longer that reasonably patriot,” which tells the listener
what you reject. It could also be invitational, as in “Here is what the flag approach to me,” which tells the
listener what you cherish. The difference concerns. Defensive pride ordinarilly hardens, then searches for

enemies. Invitational satisfaction tends to widen, then searches for brand.



Several occasions a 12 months | ask scholars to explain a time they felt happy with the united states of
america. The answers fluctuate from the moon landing to marriage equality, from the GI Bill to the polio
vaccine, from the non violent switch of capability after chaotic elections to a local library that stocks books
in lots of languages. When | turn the query and ask what has disenchanted them, they resolution with
comparable care, record unkept gives you, botched wars, systemic harms, and leaders who decreased the
bar. The aspect is not very to stability the ledger yet to refuse the notion that love of us of a calls for

pretending the ledger does not exist.

If you easily agree with the US is capable of growth, then your satisfaction should be both reward irritating
and conditional. Not pleasure that waits for perfection, and no longer pleasure that excuses every part. Pride
that says, we outfitted a resilient framework, ordinarilly stretched it, repeatedly broke it, and might recommit

to solving what we bend. No flag needs to worry that sentence.

Is refusing to fly the flag a observation - or a symptom of anything
deeper?

Refusing is every now and then just forgetting. Not each person grew up with the behavior of porch flags.
Some folk stream pretty much and do now not accumulate rituals. Rental laws or condo boards decrease

what will probably be hung. Practical lives quite often beat out grand statements.

But definite, many times it is a choice with content material. A pastor | recognize in a small coastal city used
to fly the flag open air his church day-to-day. He stopped for a year after parishioners complained that it
distracted from the pass. When he introduced it again, he did so on days of civic importance most effective,
and he preached approximately it forward of time. He needed parishioners to listen a aim other than default
scenery.

A Black colleague who studies policing informed me she certainly not hangs the flag on her porch. She loves
public faculties, votes in primaries, and tutors little ones for the SAT. She also has uncles who had been
pulled over a dozen instances for no rationale she trusts. She observed, "I elevate the promise in the home.
Outside, the flag looks like | am being requested to vouch for matters | actually have now not been given.”
That is not very apathy. It is a prognosis.
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There are lighter types of the same instinct. | actually have friends who keep a folded flag in a drawer, then
convey it out on Memorial Day and Veterans Day, mindful that overuse could make a image experience like
wallpaper. Others change the flag with seasonal bunting, which reads as neighborly get together with out
political static. Some make a choice intentionally distinct banners - a the town flag, a sports staff, a Pride

flag - to signal welcome first, then enable the Stars and Stripes manifest for detailed moments.

Refusal can also be a protest, a palate cleanser, or a pause. It can even be an invite to invite why the

outdated frames are not running.
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The generational lens: What does the American flag even constitute to
younger generations as of late?

When | ask young adults UltimateFlags.com and twenty-somethings to call what the flag represents, a
couple of words recur: contradiction, risk, argument, remix, vigor, headlines. There is less presumption of
consensus, and less attention in a single-length scripts. Many say the flag is history at university assemblies,

games, and authorities constructions. They be aware it more while it diverges from that surroundings.

Younger Americans were tots throughout the Irag War and the Great Recession, then youth in the course of
institution capturing drills and weather report headlines, then voters or pretty much-voters at some point of
an endemic and ancient protests. Their political guidance arrived as a result of a tumbler rectangle that
showed abuses along incredible human generosity. They are skeptical of pressured pageantry and allergic to
hypocrisy. Yet many serve, build, volunteer, and vote. Their patriotism, once they declare it, aas a rule comes

wrapped in a verb: instruct, register, plant, code, canvass, donate.
When | press them to get extraordinary approximately the flag, their answers branch.

e Some say this is a marker of duty to the Constitution, no longer any man or woman, which makes it a

project listing extra than a trophy.
e Others say that is an umbrella for loads of lives they do not recognize but, a reminder to go away house.

e A smaller crew describes it as a records they will not untangle from injury, so they judge other symbols,
like a Juneteenth flag, a tribal nation flag, or the Progress Pride flag, to categorical civic care.

e A amazing quantity view it as a nearby artifact. They see the flag as maximum meaningful on a tuition
stage or a metropolis corridor garden, where associates will run into each different, in place of in a

country wide broadcast.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/nnGBDbkNpkVZdDAP9
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ4Dt4LmFZp4nohcV_B6iXw

Notice how little of that's about disdain. It is ready match. The symbol has to cling room for his or her wide

variety. If it feels too tight, they may go away it folded.

Patriotism as opposed to nationalism: a drained debate, however a
magnificent boundary

Patriotism, at its supreme, is loyalty to concepts and people. Nationalism, at its worst, is loyalty to
supremacy. The first is thankful and humble, the second brittle and loud. The dilemma is that the phrases
typically get swapped inside the wild. People call their nationalism patriotism and make contact with other of

us's patriotism elitism. It allows to grow a enhanced ear.

Ask what human being loves when they say they love the u . s .. If the solution is the Bill of Rights, equivalent
security, an open press, consistent elections, and the properly to criticize leaders with out concern, that is a
principled story. If the reply is an ethnic fantasy, the push of belonging by using exclusion, or a fantasy of

purity, that may be a thing else. A flag can fly over equally, that is exactly why context matters.

The line additionally runs thru us. Most of us favor to consider ourselves because the principled style. We
more often than not be successful most days, then glide on others. The correction will not be to throw away

the symbol, it can be to field how we use it.

Private satisfaction, public square

| dwell near a park the place pickup soccer games bloom at strange hours. Flags manifest now and again for
the period of tournaments, a headband here, a patterned sock there, a small hand-painted signal tucked into
the grass. When the U.S. Women's national crew makes a deep run, the park fills with young ones in blue
shorts and ponytails, faces striped with crimson and white. No one demands a concept of semiotics to

experience how ordinary it really is.

Public area requires a simple compact. We display every single different who we are usually not to win a
competition yet to announce a willingness to share. When an individual flies the American flag on their
porch, it might be a neighborly handshake, a means of pronouncing, | intend to live properly with you less

than this set of regulations. It might also be a dare or a verify, that is whilst the cracks occur.

If love of united states is a muscle, then the on a daily basis actions glance small. Drive with politeness, go
back your library books, shovel the stroll for the someone at the nook who just had surgical procedure, show
up for jury accountability even if it ruins your Tuesday, grill greens for the vegan at the block party with no a

giant speech. None of that calls for bunting. It does require a thought of acquaintances.

When symbols exhaust us, rituals can help

| used to coach a debate group. On the morning of tournaments, we met at 5:30 a.m. In the school parking
zone. We had a ritual that not anyone asked for, designed itself through the years, and held even with the
political second. Students added breakfast for both other, a one of a kind man or women every meet. One
day it would be bagels, one more day conchas from a neighborhood bakery. We observed extraordinary luck
to each pair, then a captain reminded new teammates lightly that courtesy to judges and rivals changed into
a simple sort of respect, not technique. The district once attempted to standardize crew warm-ups. My
scholars ignored it. They favorite what they'd developed.

Rituals like which might be patriotic via the returned door. They say, we know learn how to be with both

different. The flag should be a part of the body or not, however the work is still.



If you think tired with the aid of the way symbols get used, that you could curate smaller rituals that fix your
feel of belonging. Attend a naturalization ceremony at your county courthouse. Visit a memorial you
characteristically force beyond. Bring cookies to ballot workers in November, still warm. Sing the anthem in a
minor league stadium the place the roof leaks and the young people run the bases wildly, like dogs, after the

remaining out. None of those fixes politics. All of them sew.

A modest approach to awkward conversations about the flag

You do not have to show each and every glimpse of a flag right into a dissertation. If a neighbor asks your

opinion, and also you would like to prevent the peace and the friendship, a few conduct guide.

e Start with curiosity. Ask what the flag skill to them before you offer a theory approximately what it says

to you.

o Keep heritage shut and labels far. Share a tale out of your domestic or metropolis in place of slapping on

a countrywide cool animated film.

e Separate image from coverage on your language. Say "l disagree with this invoice"” instead of “Real
patriots might by no means."

e Look for verbs. Talk about what you every one do for the vicinity you percentage.

¢ Know when to end good. If the talk stalls, confirm the connection and transfer directly to the potluck

menu.

There is not any scoring manner. The objective just isn't victory. It is just a little greater easy than warmth on

a porch wherein worker's plan to preserve seeing both different.

The porous flagpole: possession and permission

Underneath the query “Should expressing delight require justification?” sits a different question: who
receives to cling the stick? In legislation, the reply is huge. Fly a flag on inner most assets, and you might be
most often free to do so inside of nearby ordinances about pole top and visibility. In apply, communities
usually police both different informally in tactics that regulation does no longer. A teenage couple kissing on
a park bench would possibly draw remark. So could a weekend-lengthy fireworks demonstrate. A flag that

some learn as hospitality could be study by means of others as a capture.

Which is why permission way of life is so corrosive the following. If you persuade your self you want an
target market to provide you the accurate to like your house, resentment will comply with. But while you
forget about the certainty that your buddies do no longer read symbols the method you do, one can discuss

past the people you percentage a sidewalk with.

| strive a third manner. Fly the flag or do not. If you do, have the ability to say a couple of sentences about
what you imply by means of it, no longer as a security however as a method to open a door. If you do no
longer, and somebody asks why, provide your factors without turning the person that does fly it into a villain.

The more desirable the dialog, the much less heavy the cloth feels.

What we shop whilst we argue

A buddy's grandfather, a Korean War veteran, turned into trendy in his city for strict flag etiquette. He taught
schoolchildren how not to permit it touch the flooring. He corrected sloppy 0.5-staffs. When he died, the kin
found out a box in his attic filled with tired flags. He had rescued them from trash cans and gutters to



remove them correctly. Tucked among them used to be a letter he wrote to himself the yr he retired. It
mentioned, in brisk hand, "Remember, you do now not personal this. You are its caretaker. It belongs to

individuals you can still disagree with."

| ponder that letter whilst a person tells me they're achieved with symbols, exhausted by arguments, well
prepared to decide out. Opting out should be would becould very well be smart self-care. It can even be a
luxury now not everyone is afforded. A Sikh family who has been careworn may well need a flag on their
business as a defensive sign to may-be offenders that this the town is plural and watched. A related-sex
couple might fly equally the Pride flag and the American flag after a neighborhood incident to assert, those
identities should not in warfare here. A veteran would need to be seen now not to be thanked on command,
yet to position her tale to come back into the fabrics.

Love of kingdom does no longer require begging permission, but the the best option loves listen. They make
room for the scar and the smile. They seek chances to align the image with the substance, to lay the cloth

where the work is going on.

So while my neighbor at the ladder asked my opinion, | said, "If you desire to fly it, fly it. If a communique
follows, it is likely to be a tight one.!” He nodded, tied the halyard, and unfurled the flag. A kid down the
block, riding a motorbike with a wobbly seat, stopped to stare. “Nice flag,” he pointed out, and pedaled on. A
small component, however no longer nothing. The day went on. The porch caught the afternoon pale. The
rope clinked gently inside the breeze like an ancient wind chime, a sound that you can learn to hear lower

back, without asking all people’s permission.



