Traveling with a suit or formalwear is a unique challenge many travelers face, especially when flying to a
destination wedding, business event, or special occasion. As an 11-year wedding editor who frequently helps
couples plan destination timelines—and who has packed and traveled extensively with formalwear—I've learned

that how you handle your suit in transit can make or break the look on the big day.

One frequent question | get is: “Can | put a garment bag on top of other carry-ons in the overhead bin?”
The short and practical answer is: yes, but only with care and strategy. In this guide, I'll explain why treating your
suit as a critical timeline item is essential, share my carry-on tactics and boarding strategy, and walk you through
the pros and cons of garment duffels versus garment bags, with specific reference to the Von Baer and Von Baer

Grand Leather Garment Bag.

Treat the Suit as a Timeline Item: Your Priority for Travel and Arrival

When | plan destination weddings, the suit or formalwear isn't just another item—it is a timeline item with its own

“mini itinerary.” This mindset helps you prioritize tasks and deadlines leading up to and during travel.

¢ Several days before travel: Steaming and final fittings. | ALWAYS steamer-pack my garment bag before

shoes and other accessories to avoid last-minute mishaps.

* Night before travel: Lay out everything you need to pack—tie, cufflinks, shoes—and avoid any rush packing

that contributes to wrinkling or forgetting key items.

® At the airport: Double-check overhead bin space and boarding priority. Knowing when and where to stow

your garment bag is critical for prevention rather than cure.

® On arrival: Unpack or hang your suit immediately to avoid wrinkles setting in. Pro tip: Always hang suits;

folding is a last resort.

Thinking like this ensures you don't treat your suit as “just another piece of luggage” but as the centerpiece of

your travel wardrobe.

Never Check Your Suit: Why Carry-On Is Non-Negotiable

My golden rule: never check your suit. Checked luggage gets thrown around, crammed, and often mishandled,

which ruins fine wool, silk linings, and carefully pressed seams.

Instead, always carry your suit on board in an appropriate garment bag or garment duffel. Your suit’s wrinkle- and

crease-resistance relies largely on how it's stored and handled during transit—not just the fabric quality.

Why airlines discourage suits in checked luggage:

® Risk of moisture and damage from baggage handling
® Crushing under heavy luggage stacks

* Delayed or lost checked bags means you arrive without your crucial outfit

With the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag or similar, you can keep your suit pristine and have a reliable

protective cover that fits in an overhead bin cubby.

Carry-On Tactics and Boarding Strategy



Knowing when and how to board can make a huge difference in keeping your garment bag lay flat on top of

your other carry-ons, avoiding wedging between heavier objects, and preventing crushing. Here are my tried-

and-true tactics:

1.

Check carry-on size compliance beforehand. The Von Baer bag dimensions usually fit within standard

airline carry-on limits, but double-check. Keep measurements noted in your calendar or phone notes.

. Choose boarding groups strategically. If possible, board early (Priority or Group 1) to secure overhead bin

space directly above or near your seat. This spot typically allows for laying a garment bag flat on top rather

than squeezing it vertically.

. Bring a slim but sturdy garment bag designed to maximize space. The Von Baer Grand Leather

Garment Bag is crafted to be slim yet protective, allowing it to fit in tight bin spaces without crushing your

suit.

. Lay your garment bag flat on top of your other carry-ons rather than wedging it upright or under

bags. Upright placement jams the suit’s folds and stresses edges; wedging increases wrinkles.

. Communicate with flight attendants as needed. If overhead bins are full, ask about storing your garment

bag in a closet or an alternative safe space.

. Label and monitor your bag. Keep garment bag handles visible and prioritize easy access to avoid re-

stowing during the flight.

Garment Duffel vs. Garment Bag: Which Is Right for Your Suit?

When considering travel options, understanding the pros and cons of garment duffels and garment bags is

essential. Below is a quick comparative overview.




Feature Garment Duffel Garment Bag (e.g., Von Baer Grand Leather) Design Soft-sided duffel with garment
compartment, sometimes foldable. Structured bag designed to hold garments flat with internal hangers and
support. Protection Moderate protection; may compress under other bags. Superior protection with semi-rigid
structure; minimizes crushing. Carry Convenience Often adaptable with shoulder straps; can double as casual
luggage. Typically carried by handle; some come with detachable straps. Size/Bin fit Varies widely; may be bulkier
when folded. Usually slim and streamlined for overhead bins, like Von Baer’s 22-inch dimensions. Wrinkle

Prevention Depends on packing method; folding may cause creasing. Designed to keep suits flat and wrinkle-free.

From my personal experience, and after traveling with https://emmalinebride.com/destination/how-to-travel-with-
a-suit/ multiple brands, | recommend investing in a structured garment bag like the Von Baer Grand Leather
Garment Bag for important formalwear travel. It's an investment that pays off by reducing stress on the suit and

simplifying carry-on logjistics.

Tips to Avoid Common Mistakes When Traveling with a Garment Bag

* Do not roll or stuff your garment bag into tight overhead spaces. Always try to lay flat on top.

* Avoid wedging the bag standing upright between heavy carry-ons. This forces compression and sharp
creases.

® Use internal garment hooks or clips to secure the jacket and trousers inside the bag. This minimizes
fabric movement.

* Steamer pack your garment bag in your suitcase or personal bag if possible. | always pack a travel
steamer—it's a game changer for quick touch-ups post-flight.

* Never wait until the last minute to pack your suit. | write small deadlines into my calendar to finish

garment prep at least 24 hours before travel, ensuring peace of mind.

Final Thoughts: Your Suit Deserves VIP Treatment in the Air

Your garment bag is more than just luggage—it's a mobile closet for one of your most valuable and delicate items.
By prioritizing your suit as a timeline item, opting for carry-on only, mastering your boarding and bin placement
strategy, and choosing the right type of garment carrier (my pick: the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag), you

set yourself up for success—and style—on arrival.


https://emmalinebride.com/destination/how-to-travel-with-a-suit/
https://emmalinebride.com/destination/how-to-travel-with-a-suit/

Next time you hear the advice, “just fold it carefully,” remember that vague suggestions don't cut it when it comes

to high-quality formalwear. Instead, treat your garment bag and suit with the respectful, calm, no-drama logistics

approach they deserve. Your future self will thank you!

Bon voyage—and wear that suit like the rockstar you are.



