
Essential New Roof Components for a Durable
Austin Home
When you build a house in Austin, the roof is not just a cap. It is a complex system of layers
and parts that work together to keep the interior dry, cool, and structurally sound. Many
homeowners focus on shingle colors or architectural style, but the real performance comes
from the hidden layers. Understanding the key new roof components before you start can save
you from costly repairs and early replacements.

The Deck and Underlayment: The Foundation of Your Roof
The roof deck is the structural base, usually plywood or oriented strand board. In Austin's
climate, the deck needs to handle both extreme heat and sudden heavy rain. A properly
installed deck provides a flat, secure surface for everything above it. Without a solid deck, even
the best shingles will fail prematurely.

Above the deck comes the underlayment. This is the first line of defense against water
intrusion. For many Austin builders, Ice & Water Shield is a popular choice because it self-seals
around nail holes. That matters during a hailstorm or when a stray nail pierces the membrane.
The underlayment is not a place to save money. A quality product from Owens Corning or GAF
can make the difference between a dry attic and a costly interior leak.

When you start selecting new roof components, the underlayment and deck are the parts that
rarely get a second look. But they are the most critical for long-term durability. A roofer might
offer a cheaper underlayment to lower the bid, but that savings often disappears with the first
roof leak.

Flashing and Edge Details: Where Leaks Start
Water rarely enters through the middle of a roof plane. It finds the edges, the seams, and the
penetrations. That is where flashing becomes essential. Flashing is thin metal or membrane
installed at joints and changes in direction. Valley flashing, for example, runs along the internal
angle where two roof slopes meet. In Austin's heavy downpours, that valley channels a lot of
water. If the flashing is poorly installed or too narrow, water can back up under the shingles.

The drip edge is another small but vital component. It is a metal strip installed along the eaves
that directs water away from the fascia and into the gutter. Without a drip edge, water can run
back under the shingles and rot the deck edge. Similarly, rakes at the gable ends need proper
flashing to prevent wind-driven rain from lifting shingles.
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For penetrations like a skylight curb or plumbing vents, pipe flashing is required. This is a pre-
formed boot or collar that seals around the pipe. A skylight curb also needs careful flashing
because it creates a flat surface on a sloped roof. Water can pool there if the curb is not
flashed correctly. These details are not optional. They are part of the building code for a
reason.

Ventilation and Starter Strip: The Small Parts That Matter
Proper attic ventilation extends shingle life and prevents ice dams. In Austin, ice dams are rare,
but heat and moisture buildup can still warp the deck and damage shingles. A ridge vent
installed at the peak allows hot air to escape. Combined with soffit vents, it creates a natural
airflow that keeps the roof cooler and drier.

At the bottom edge of the roof, the starter strip is a self-adhering membrane that seals the first
row of shingles. It prevents wind uplift and water intrusion at the eaves. Many homeowners
skip this to save a few dollars, but it is a critical part of the system. The starter strip also
provides a clean, straight line for the first course of shingles, which sets the pattern for the
entire roof.

Shingles and Design Choices
Shingles are the visible part, but they are only as good as the layers beneath them.
Architectural shingles from CertainTeed or Owens Corning offer dimensional shapes that
mimic wood shakes or slate. They add texture and depth to the roof, which can increase curb
appeal and home value. But the choice of shingle also affects performance. Heavier shingles
provide better wind resistance, while lighter ones may be easier to install on complex roofs.

Hip shingles are a specific type used on hip roofs where two slopes meet at an external corner.
They are cut at an angle to fit the ridge line. These require careful installation to prevent gaps.
A good roofer will use hip shingles that match the main field shingles in color and thickness.

When you are evaluating new roof components, the shingles are the most visible, but they are
not the most important. The warranty on the roof often depends on using a complete system
from one manufacturer. For example, GAF offers a system warranty when you use their
underlayment, starter strip, ridge vent, and shingles together. Mixing brands can void the
warranty. That is something to discuss with your contractor before ordering materials.

Permits and Code Compliance in Austin
The city of Austin requires permits for all new roof construction. The permit process ensures
that the roof meets local building codes for wind uplift, fire resistance, and drainage. An



inspector will check the deck, underlayment, flashing, and venting before approving the work.
Skipping the permit can lead to fines and forced removal of the roof.

The timeline for a permit in Austin can be several weeks, so plan ahead. Your roofer should
handle the permit application, but you can verify the status online. The building codes in Austin
are updated regularly, and they often exceed the minimum standards set by the state. For
example, the code requires specific types of flashing around skylight curbs and pipe
penetrations. A good contractor will already know these requirements.

Warranty Considerations
A roof warranty typically covers materials and sometimes workmanship. Manufacturer
warranties from Owens Corning, GAF, or CertainTeed often last 30 to 50 years, but they require
proper installation and use of compatible components. If you use a non-approved
underlayment or skip the starter strip, the warranty may be void. Workmanship warranties from
the roofer are usually shorter, around 5 to 10 years. Get both in writing.

When you are selecting new roof components, ask the roofer how the warranty applies. Some
manufacturers require registration within 30 days of installation. Keep all receipts and the
warranty documents in a safe place. If you sell the house, these documents add value because
they show the roof was installed correctly.

Final Thoughts on Quality and Cost
Building a new roof in Austin is an investment. The cost of materials and labor has risen, but
cutting corners on components like underlayment or flashing often leads to higher costs later.
A roof leak can damage insulation, drywall, and even the structure. That repair bill can be many
times the cost of a better flashing detail.

Work with a roofer who explains each component and why it matters. Ask about the brands
they use and whether they offer a system warranty. A roof built with quality new roof
components from trusted manufacturers will last longer, perform better, and add to the home's
resale value. The small details, like a drip edge or pipe flashing, are what separate a good roof
from a great one.


