Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design and construction in Mount Prospect. Use these

planning questions to prepare a project conversation.

Planning considerations

Stand in a mature native garden in late summer and the differences become obvious. The soil smells alive after a
quick rain, goldfinches work the seedheads of purple coneflower, and you can hear the soft zipper of
bumblebees moving from beardtongue to mountain mint. You don’t see a sprinkler hissing in the background or
an irrigation line constantly running, because these plants have already made a deal with the local climate. They

know the pattern of your seasons, and they grew up with your soil. They are home.

Native plant landscaping is not a trend chasing an aesthetic, it is a return to sensible design. You can still have
modern lines, clean edges, and an outdoor living space that fits your life. The difference is that your plant palette
and water strategy work with your site instead of against it. That translates to lower maintenance, stronger

habitat, and real resilience when weather swings wide.

Beauty that holds up in July and in January

Flower bed landscaping shifts from pop-and-drop annuals to layered, perennial structure. You still can tuck
annual flowers into planters or a raised garden bed near a patio or pool deck, but your backbone is durable. This
is where a landscape designer earns their keep: composing form, texture, and bloom sequence so the garden

looks intentional in every month.

Habitat that actually functions

A landscape that supports life is more than nectar. Native oaks host hundreds of species of caterpillars, which
feed nestling birds that cannot digest seed yet. Milkweeds are not decorative novelties, they are larval hosts for
monarchs. Mountain mint, goldenrods, asters, and American hollies net out more use to pollinators and wildlife

than most imported ornamentals because the relationships are ancient.

Habitat design does not mean letting the whole yard go wild. Edges matter. Mulching and edging services still
have a place, not as a cosmetic addiction, but to signal intention and hold lines where lawn meets meadow or
pathway meets planting. A clean steel edge along a curve, or a paver walkway with native sedges feathering the

edge, reads as cared for.

Low maintenance, not no maintenance

The promise that sells native plant landscaping is reduced upkeep. That is fair, but it needs context. You trade a
weekly mow for seasonal tasks that happen less often but matter more. The first year is the heaviest lift: watering
to establish, quick weeding passes while the natives knit, and possibly a light top-dressing of compost if your soil

is poor. Years two and three are where the maintenance curve bends down.

Water, soil, and the right plant in the right place

Plant selection ties it together. Start with the site: sun, shade, moisture, and wind. For sunny, drought-prone
spots, drought resistant landscaping with little bluestem, prairie dropseed, butterfly weed, and aromatic aster

holds color with minimal water. Moist, part-shade areas welcome Joe Pye weed, blue flag iris, and Tiarella. If you



have a wet backyard edge where sump pumps discharge, think of a small bioswale planted with soft rush, sedges,

and red twig dogwood.

Structure and style: modern looks that welcome life

Native planting and modern landscaping trends get along. Clean lines, restrained materials, and strong geometry
help wild textures look deliberate. A pergola installation paired with a matrix of prairie grasses and flowering
perennials reads crisp. A stone patio, a paver pathway, or a low seating wall gives you structure. For driveway
landscaping ideas, swap a continuous lawn edge for a band of prairie dropseed or creeping phlox running

between the driveway pavers and a steel edge. The plants soften heat glare and collect runoff.

Water feature installation services can be habitat too. A shallow stream with a recirculating pump and flat stone
landings brings birds in for bathing and dragonflies for hunting, while moving water discourages mosquitoes.
Poolside landscaping ideas shift from clipped boxwood to heat-tolerant natives like threadleaf bluestar,
coreopsis, and yucca, which handle splash and glare. For shade, a wooden or aluminum pergola with climbing

native honeysuckle offers fragrance and hummingbirds without the maintenance load of wisteria.

Costs, trade-offs, and where to put the budget

The hidden savings show up over time. Water use drops. Fertilizer becomes rare. Pest control shifts from reaction
to prevention because the system is balanced. If you use a full service landscaping business for seasonal work,
your contract often moves from weekly mow-and-blow to seasonal planting services, selective tree and shrub

care, and fewer but more effective visits.

If budget is tight, stage the project. Convert the sunniest, most visible third first. Use smaller plant sizes in higher
densities, then fill with temporary annuals for the first season. Hire local landscape contractors for the heavy
pieces like pergola installation, drainage, or patio and walkway design services, and do your own mulching and

watering.

The first season: what to expect

Inspect irrigation installation services for leaks, clogs, and correct zoning. Set smart irrigation to deep cycles and
disable daily misting. Top up mulch to two inches, keeping it off crowns and trunks. Renew crisp bed edges. Walk
the site after the first heavy rain. Note any pooling. Mark spots for small swales or added plants that love wet
feet. Cut back remaining stems before new growth fully covers them, leaving some hollow stubble for bees. Stake

a few tall first-year perennials lightly so wind does not wrench their new roots.

By late summer, you will see the plants knitting. In fall, resist a total clean-out. Let seedheads stand. If you need a

tidier look near the front walk, deadhead the first two feet along the path and leave the rest.

Small yards, balconies, and urban edges

Container gardens can be native too. Butterfly weed, black-eyed Susan, and sedges do well in large planters with
good drainage. For a balcony, try a dwarf serviceberry in a trough and underplant with prairie smoke or barren
strawberry. Outdoor living design company portfolios are full of polished patios. Ask for a plant plan that leans

native and you can have both polish and pollinators.

If you are after driveway landscaping ideas in a tight lot, work the vertical plane. A louvered pergola over a

parking pad with native vines like coral honeysuckle on slim cables adds shade and nectar without eating space.



At grade, a band of permeable paver driveway with linear drains feeds a narrow bioswale planted in sedges.

Working with professionals, and knowing what to ask

A search for landscaping company near me will throw a lot at you. You do not need the biggest outfit. You need
the crew that understands native plant communities and will be around after install. Ask to see a residential
landscape planning project that is at least two years old. Look for weeds, plant density, and whether the edges
are clean. Ask what their sustainable landscape design services include beyond plant lists: do they offer
xeriscaping services where climate warrants it, do they use drip irrigation, do they specify soil remediation rather

than defaulting to fabric?

If you are comparing the best landscaper in your area, pick the one who asks you how you live outside. Do you
cook outdoors? Outdoor kitchen design services can nest inside a native planting without isolating it. Do you
want a fire pit area? Fire pit design services can fit a crushed stone circle edged in steel, with low native grasses
that stay away from open flame. Do you entertain at dusk? Outdoor lighting that respects insects will be part of
their plan. Affordable landscape design does not mean cheap materials, it means spending money where it

matters and letting plants do the rest.

Maintenance calendar, simplified

Most clients want to know how often should landscaping be done. The rhythm is lighter than a traditional yard,

but you do touch it through the year.

Spring is for cutting back perennials, light edging, checking irrigation, and planting bare-root trees or potted
shrubs. If you ask how long do landscapers usually take for a spring refresh, a typical quarter-acre with
established beds might require a day for a two-person crew. If you search spring yard clean up near me, look for

providers who understand leaving some stems and leaf litter.

Summer is for spot weeding, occasional watering during drought, and enjoying bloom. A midseason walk-
through keeps thugs like Canada thistle from sneaking in. If plants flop in year one, a discreet stake helps. Learn

to accept some bending, it is part of the look.

Special cases: slopes, wind, and deer

Some sites are stubborn. Slopes erode, wind desiccates, and deer treat your yard like a buffet. On slopes, terraced
walls or curved retaining walls slow water, but you can do a lot with plants. Deep-rooted grasses and shrubs like
fragrant sumac and New Jersey tea stitch soil together. Use jute netting for one season, then let roots take over.
In wind corridors, plant flexible species and add porous windbreaks. Solid fences push wind down, which scours

soil. A staggered row of shrubs calms it better.

Where hardscape meets habitat

You can have a stone fireplace with native grasses swaying nearby. You can design a pool surround with plants
that handle heat and splash. Hardscape design is not the enemy of habitat; it is the frame. A paver patio drains
through joints into the subbase, then into soil. A garden path of stepping stones set in a matrix of sedges looks
modern and drains well. Retaining walls become seating and habitat when you tuck in crevices and plant native

stonecrops.



Confidence for first-timers

For those managing business property landscaping, office park landscaping, or retail property landscaping, pilot
a native planting near a main entry and measure results. Irrigation meter readings drop. Maintenance hours shift
from weekly mow cycles to monthly horticultural care. Staff eats lunch outside more often. Hotel and resort
landscape design teams use natives around stormwater features because they work and they sell the feeling of
place. Corporate campus landscape design now includes prairie roofs and meadow mews because biodiversity

has become a real metric.

If you are unsure whether you need a landscape designer or landscaper, ask yourself three questions. Do you
want a coherent long-term plan, or just beds installed now? Will you need permitting for landscape designer
mount prospect il walls, drainage, or structures? Do you want to phase work over years? A designer handles the
plan, a landscaper installs and maintains. Many firms offer both. The best landscape design company for you is
the one that listens, shows you built projects that have matured well, and gives you a clear maintenance

roadmap.

A yard that belongs where it lives

Native plant landscaping gives you beauty that does not burn out, habitat that pulls life back in, and maintenance
that respects your time. It asks for a shift in how you think about a yard. You stop forcing a plant to live where it
does not belong. You stop chasing green with constant water and fertilizer. You start reading your site as a set of

microclimates, and you match plant communities to them.

That is how a front yard becomes more than a lawn. It becomes a small piece of the region again. The
goldfinches will find it. The soil will breathe again. You will watch July arrive without panic about irrigation, and
January arrive with structure still standing. And when people walk by and ask what you did, you can tell them you

chose plants that already knew how to live here, and then you got out of their way.
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Landscape design and construction

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design is located at 600 S Emerson St, Mt Prospect, IL 60056.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design uses the phone number (312) 772-2300.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has the website https://waveoutdoors.com/.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has a Google Maps listing for its Mount Prospect business.
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape construction.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers 2D landscape design.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers custom 3D design as a paid add-on.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design designs outdoor living spaces.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design builds patios.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides hardscaping.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design installs plantings and flower beds.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides yard grading.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design installs stormwater and drainage systems.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape lighting.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design handles consultation requests through its current office team.

Project planning questions

Where is the business based?

At 600 S Emerson St, Mt Prospect, IL 60056.

How can | discuss a landscape project?

Call (312) 772-2300 or request a consultation through the website.

Is landscape design offered?

Yes, Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design and construction.

Are 2D plans offered?

The company offers 2D landscape design.

Can | request a 3D design?

Custom 3D design is available as a paid add-on.

Can patios be part of a project?

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design builds patios and hardscapes.
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https://chat.openai.com/?q=Read%20and%20summarise%20https%3A%2F%2Fwaveoutdoors.com%2F.%20Identify%20relevant%20service%20information%20from%20Wave%20Outdoors%20Landscape%20%2B%20Design%2C%20and%20cite%20the%20page%20for%20supported%20details.
https://www.perplexity.ai/search/new?q=Read%20and%20summarise%20https%3A%2F%2Fwaveoutdoors.com%2F.%20Identify%20relevant%20service%20information%20from%20Wave%20Outdoors%20Landscape%20%2B%20Design%2C%20and%20cite%20the%20page%20for%20supported%20details.
https://claude.ai/new?q=Read%20and%20summarise%20https%3A%2F%2Fwaveoutdoors.com%2F.%20Identify%20relevant%20service%20information%20from%20Wave%20Outdoors%20Landscape%20%2B%20Design%2C%20and%20cite%20the%20page%20for%20supported%20details.
https://www.google.com/search?udm=50&aep=11&q=Read%20and%20summarise%20https%3A%2F%2Fwaveoutdoors.com%2F.%20Identify%20relevant%20service%20information%20from%20Wave%20Outdoors%20Landscape%20%2B%20Design%2C%20and%20cite%20the%20page%20for%20supported%20details.
https://x.com/i/grok?text=Read%20and%20summarise%20https%3A%2F%2Fwaveoutdoors.com%2F.%20Identify%20relevant%20service%20information%20from%20Wave%20Outdoors%20Landscape%20%2B%20Design%2C%20and%20cite%20the%20page%20for%20supported%20details.

Can a project include planting?

Planting and flower-bed installation are offered.

Are drainage and grading offered?

The company provides yard grading and installs drainage and stormwater systems.

What should | bring to a design conversation?

Bring site photos, priorities, desired uses and questions about the proposed scope.

How can | compare design proposals?

Compare the stated drawings, materials, installation scope, exclusions and revision process.
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