For Texas homeowners, windows do more than frame a view. They have to stand up to hail, gusty storms, heat,
and moisture that can expose weak seals or thin glass fast. Choosing between standard and impact windows

comes down to how much protection you need and how much you want to spend to get it.

The Case For Standard Windows In A Texas Climate

A well-built standard window is not the same thing as a bargain builder-grade window. In hot, sunny parts of
Texas, the better versions can still help with glare, fading, and energy loss. The weakness is not everyday
performance, it is impact resistance. Standard glass is not designed to take a direct hit from hail or debris in the

same way an impact-rated assembly is.

The trade-off is simple. Standard windows are usually less expensive up front, but they offer less protection when
severe weather hits. If hail and debris are real concerns at your address, that lower starting price can be less

attractive once you factor in possible repairs or replacement after a storm.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm whether your home needs standard glass or impact-

rated units after a close inspection.

What Makes Impact Windows Different From Standard Glass

Impact windows are built to stay in place after they are hit. The laminated construction helps keep the pane
together, even if the glass cracks, which is a major advantage in storm-prone parts of Texas. The goal is not just

to prevent breakage, but to keep the home sealed when the weather gets rough.

That extra protection usually comes with a higher purchase price and, in some cases, heavier frames or more
specialized installation requirements. Homeowners should expect impact windows to cost more than standard
options, sometimes significantly more depending on size, style, and manufacturer. In exchange, they get stronger

storm performance and often a quieter, tighter-feeling window assembly.

The product matters, but the installation matters just as much. If the window is not square, flashed, and sealed
correctly, even a storm-rated unit can become a problem later. That is why the contractor's workmanship is part

of the storm protection package, not an afterthought.

How To Decide Which Option Fits Your Home

Most homeowners should look at exposure first. If the house takes the brunt of storms, sits near open space, or
has already seen hail damage, impact windows become easier to justify. If the home is more sheltered and the
budget is tight, a quality standard window may be the better fit, especially when paired with strong glass and

good maintenance.
A few practical questions usually make the answer clearer:

® Has the home had hail or debris damage before?
® Are the current frames and seals in good condition?

® |s the goal energy savings, storm protection, or both?

Does the budget allow for full replacement, or only selective upgrades?

Will the home likely be sold soon, or held for years?



For some homes, the answer is mixed. Standard windows may be fine on more protected sides of the house,
while impact windows make sense on exposures that take more wind and hail. That kind of phased approach can

help control cost without ignoring the parts of the home that take the hardest hit.

Installation, Warranties, And Real-World Performance

It is worth asking direct questions. How is the window anchored? What does the warranty cover? Is the quote for
full-frame replacement or insert replacement? The answers tell you a lot about whether you are buying real storm

protection or just a higher price tag.

Homeowners should also think about maintenance. Standard windows usually need less specialized attention, but
they can be more vulnerable after severe weather. Impact windows can last a long time when they are installed
correctly, yet the home still needs routine checks for seal failure, frame movement, and any damage from age or

settling. In Texas, heat and foundation movement can affect both door installation types of windows over time.

There is no single answer that fits every Texas home. Standard windows can be the right solution when the risk is
moderate and the budget matters. Impact windows make more sense when storm exposure is high and the
owner wants a tougher line of defense. The best outcome is the one that fits the home, the weather, and the plan

for living there.
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