Why You Should Hire a Radon Contractor St
Charles Homeowners Trust

When | bought my first house in St. Peters back in 2009, radon was the last thing on my mind. |
was busy checking the roof age, the furnace efficiency, and whether the basement had ever
flooded. A friend who worked in home inspection mentioned radon testing, and | shrugged it
off. A few years later, after two more homes and a lot more experience, | learned why that
casual attitude is so common and so dangerous. Radon gas is invisible, odorless, and
tasteless. It does not announce itself. The only way to know if it is present is to test for it, and
the only way to reduce it safely is to work with someone who understands the geology and
construction of St. Charles County homes. That is where finding a qualified radon contractor st
charles area comes into play.

St. Charles County sits on a mix of glacial till, loess, and limestone bedrock. These soil types
are known to emit radon as uranium in the ground decays. The EPA has designated much of
Missouri as Zone 1, meaning the average indoor radon level is predicted to be above the action
level of 4 picocuries per liter. In my years working in indoor air quality, | have seen readings in
finished basements in O'Fallon that were three times that threshold. The homeowners had no
idea. They had finished the basement with carpet and drywall, thinking they were adding living
space. Instead, they were trapping a radioactive gas that their family would breathe every
evening.

What a Radon Contractor Does

A radon contractor st charles area professional does not just install a fan and leave. The job

starts with radon testing, usually placing a radon monitor in the lowest livable level of the home
for at least 48 hours. Short-term tests give a snapshot, but long-term tests are better for
understanding the average exposure over seasons. Once the results come back, the contractor
interprets them against EPA and MoDNR guidelines. If levels are high, the next step is
designing a system that works for that specific foundation.

Most homes in St. Charles, St. Peters, and Wentzville are built on slab-on-grade or have
basements with sump pumps. For those homes, the standard fix is sub-slab depressurization.
This involves drilling a small hole through the basement floor, creating a cavity under the slab,
and running a pipe from that cavity up through the wall and out the roof. A radon fan is
installed in the attic or on the exterior to create suction. The fan pulls the radon-laden soil gas
from beneath the house and vents it safely above the roofline. A manometer is installed on the
pipe so the homeowner can see at a glance whether the system is working. Over time, the fan


https://stcharlescountyradon.com/

may need maintenance, and the sealant around the pipe entry point can crack. A good
contractor will check these details during follow-up visits.

Why Local Knowledge Matters

Radon mitigation is not a one-size-fits-all process. The soil suction method that works perfectly
in a home in St. Charles might be less effective a few miles away in Wentzville, where the water
table is closer to the surface. A radon contractor st charles area professional who has worked
on dozens of homes in the county knows these variations. They know which neighborhoods
tend to have higher readings, which builders used certain types of gravel under their slabs, and
which foundation cracks are most common in local construction styles.

| once consulted on a home in O'Fallon where the homeowner had tried to fix a radon problem
themselves. They bought a small fan from a big box store, sealed the crawlspace vents, and
hoped for the best. The result was a home that still had elevated radon levels and now also had
moisture issues and mold growth. The fan was undersized, the sealing was incomplete, and
the system was not creating enough negative pressure to pull the gas from under the slab. A
professional would have sized the fan correctly, chosen the right pipe diameter, and checked
the pressure field extension with a digital manometer before closing up the drywall.

That homeowner ended up paying for the same mitigation twice. The first time for the failed
DIY attempt, and the second time for a proper system installed by Air Sense Environmental.
That experience taught me that the cost of a professional is usually less than the cost of a
mistake.

The Health Case for Mitigation

Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States, according to the EPA.
For non-smokers, it is the number one cause. The risk is cumulative. Living in a home with 8
pCi/L for ten years gives an estimated risk similar to smoking half a pack of cigarettes a day.
That statistic is not meant to scare people, but it should motivate action. The beautiful thing
about radon is that the problem is fixable. Unlike some environmental hazards that require
years of cleanup, a radon mitigation system can reduce indoor levels from dangerous to well
below the action level in a matter of hours.

| have seen families with young children, elderly parents, and pregnant women living in homes
with high radon for years, simply because they did not know to test. Once they understood, they
called a contractor and within a week the levels were safe. The peace of mind that comes from
seeing that manometer needle in the safe zone is real.

What to Look for in a Contractor



Not every contractor who offers radon services is equally qualified. Here are a few things | have
learned to check:

e Certification: The contractor should be certified by the National Radon Proficiency
Program (NRPP) or the National Radon Safety Board (NRSB). These programs require
training and passing an exam.

e Local experience: Ask how many homes they have mitigated in St. Charles County
specifically. Local knowledge of soil types and construction methods matters.

e Testing protocol: They should use a calibrated radon monitor and follow EPA
protocols for placement and duration.

e Warranty and follow-up: A good system comes with a warranty on the fan and a
guarantee that post-mitigation levels will be below 4 pCi/L.

e References: Ask for recent clients in your area. A reputable contractor will have a list.

Air Sense Environmental, which serves St. Charles, O'Fallon, St. Peters, and Wentzville, meets
these criteria. They have been in the business long enough to know the local geology and
building practices. Their technicians carry NRPP certification and use equipment that is
checked regularly.

Reality Check on Cost

Radon mitigation is not cheap, but it is far less expensive than the alternatives. A typical sub-
slab depressurization system in St. Charles County runs between $800 and $1,500, depending
on the complexity of the install. If you have a finished basement, the cost can be higher
because the contractor has to work through ceilings and walls without damaging the finish. But
compare that to the cost of a single emergency room visit for a respiratory issue, or the
emotional cost of a cancer diagnosis, and the investment looks small.

Some homeowners worry that the system will make their home look industrial or noisy. In
reality, the radon fan is mounted in the attic or outside, so you never hear it. The pipe is usually
run in a closet or along an exterior wall, painted to match. The manometer is a small U-shaped
tube mounted on the pipe. It is unobtrusive. Most buyers do not even notice it during a home
inspection, and if they do, it is a positive feature because it means the home has been tested
and mitigated.

When to Test and When to Mitigate

If you are buying a home, test during the inspection period. If you already live in a home, test
now. The EPA recommends testing every two years, and after any major renovation that affects
the foundation or the ventilation of the lowest level. Radon levels can change over time as the



ground settles, as water tables shift, and as the home ages. A home that tested fine five years
ago might have elevated levels today.

If the test shows levels above 4 pCi/L, call a contractor. If the levels are between 2 and 4 pCi/L,
the EPA recommends considering mitigation. Some local health departments offer free or low-
cost test kits. MoDNR also provides information on certified testers and mitigators. The first
step is always the test. Without it, you are guessing.

Final Thought

Radon is not something to panic over, but it is something to act on. The science is clear, the
solutions are proven, and the local expertise is available. Whether you live in St. Charles,
O'Fallon, St. Peters, or Wentzville, you owe it to yourself and your family to know what is in the
air you breathe. A qualified radon contractor st charles area professional can give you that
answer and fix the problem if it exists. The cost is small compared to the peace of mind. The
health benefit is immeasurable.



