
Why You Need a Skilled Criminal Defense Attorney
Like Steven F. O’Meara for DUI Charges in
Delaware County
When you are pulled over on a Friday night after having a few drinks, the moment the officer
asks you to step out of the car can change your life. The flashing lights, the field sobriety test
you are asked to perform on the shoulder of a dark road, the anxiety of not knowing what
comes next, it is a situation that happens to people every day in Delaware County. Most drivers
do not realize how quickly a routine traffic stop can spiral into a complex legal case involving
the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code, implied consent, and the very real possibility of a license
suspension.

If you are facing DUI charges in this part of Pennsylvania, you need someone who understands
the local courts, the Magisterial District Court system, and the specific procedures that can
make or break your defense. That is where experienced legal counsel matters. A criminal
defense attorney who handles these cases day in and day out knows that the difference
between a conviction and a favorable outcome often comes down to small details, how the
field sobriety test was administered, whether the officer had probable cause, or how your blood
alcohol content was measured.

Steven F. O’Meara has been representing clients in Delaware County for years, and his practice
focuses on the kind of practical, no-nonsense defense that people need when they are facing
the stress of a DUI arrest. He does not treat each case like a cookie-cutter file. He looks at the
facts, the evidence, and the specific circumstances that brought you to his office.

The Reality of DUI Charges in Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania DUI laws are not simple. The state has three tiers of impairment based on blood
alcohol content, and the penalties get more severe as you move up the scale. A general
impairment charge applies when your BAC is between 0.08% and 0.099%, but if your BAC is
between 0.10% and 0.159%, it is considered a High BAC offense. Anything above 0.16% is the
highest tier, and the consequences escalate quickly. The law also treats first-time offenders
differently from repeat offenders, but even a first offense can bring a license suspension, fines,
and mandatory DUI school.

Beyond the legal penalties, a DUI charge can affect your job, your insurance rates, and your
reputation. The implied consent law in Pennsylvania means that by driving on state roads, you
have already agreed to submit to chemical testing. Refusing that test triggers its own set of
penalties, including an automatic license suspension from PennDOT, separate from any court-

https://stevenomearalaw.com/dui-offenses/delco-pa/


ordered suspension. That is why the decisions you make at the time of your arrest can have
consequences that last long after the night is over.

How the ARD Program Can Help
For many first-time offenders in Delaware County, the Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition
program, commonly called the ARD program, offers a path to avoiding a permanent criminal
record. This diversionary program is designed for non-violent offenders and allows you to
complete certain requirements in exchange for having your charges dismissed after a period of
probation. If you complete the program successfully, the case is sealed, and you can truthfully
say you were not convicted of a DUI on most job applications.

But the ARD program is not automatic. Eligibility depends on the facts of your case, your prior
record, and the specific policies of the district attorney’s office in your county. In Delaware
County, the process involves appearing before a Magisterial District Court judge and working
through the requirements set by the court and PennDOT. You may need to install an interlock
device in your vehicle under the Ignition Interlock Law, attend DUI school, and pay fines. Having
an attorney who knows how to navigate these steps can make the difference between being
accepted into the program and having to fight the charges in open court.

The Value of Local Knowledge and Experience
Every county in Pennsylvania has its own culture when it comes to DUI enforcement and
prosecution. The judges in Delaware County have seen thousands of DUI cases. They know the
standard field sobriety tests, they understand the common defenses, and they expect a certain
level of professionalism from the attorneys who appear before them. A lawyer who works in
this jurisdiction regularly knows which arguments are likely to resonate and which ones will fall
flat.

Steven F. O’Meara brings that kind of local experience to every case. He understands how the
Bureau of Driver Licensing handles suspension notices, how the PennDOT administrative
hearings work, and what the prosecutors in Delaware County typically look for when deciding
whether to offer a plea or push for a trial. This knowledge is not something you can get from a
general practice attorney who handles a little bit of everything. It comes from spending years in
the same courthouses, talking to the same prosecutors, and learning the unwritten rules that
govern how DUI cases actually get resolved.

What Happens After a DUI Arrest
If you have been arrested for a DUI in Delaware County, the timeline moves quickly. You have a
limited window to request a hearing with PennDOT to challenge an administrative license



suspension. At the same time, you need to start preparing for your first court appearance. The
Pennsylvania Vehicle Code requires the court to hold a preliminary arraignment within a certain
number of days, and from there the case can move to the Court of Common Pleas if the
charges are held for court.

At every stage, there are decisions to make. Do you challenge the field sobriety test results? Do
you argue that the officer did not have reasonable suspicion to stop your vehicle? Do you push
for admission into the ARD program or take your chances at trial? These are not abstract
questions. They have real consequences for your driving privileges, your freedom, and your
finances. A DUI conviction can lead to fines, jail time, mandatory alcohol treatment, and the
installation of an interlock device in your car. The Ignition Interlock Law in Pennsylvania
requires anyone convicted of a High BAC or repeat offense to use the device for a period of
time, and the costs add up quickly.

Beyond the legal penalties, there is the personal toll. A DUI accident can cause injury to
yourself or others, and the emotional weight of that is something no attorney can take away.
But a good lawyer can help you focus on what is next, on the steps you can take to minimize
the damage and move forward.

Practical Steps to Take
If you are reading this because you or someone you know has been charged, here are a few
things to keep in mind:

Do not discuss the details of your case with anyone except your attorney. Anything
you say can be used against you.

Keep all paperwork from your arrest, including the citation, any notices from PennDOT,
and the results of any chemical tests.

Contact a criminal defense attorney as soon as possible. The administrative
suspension hearing with the Bureau of Driver Licensing has a strict deadline.

These steps may seem basic, but in the stress of the moment, people often forget them. An
experienced lawyer can guide you through the process and help you avoid common mistakes.

Final Thoughts
Facing DUI charges in Delaware County is never easy. The penalties can be harsh, the
paperwork is confusing, and the stakes are high. But you do not have to go through it alone.
Working with someone who knows the local courts, the Pennsylvania DUI laws, and the
practical realities of the ARD program can give you a fighting chance. Whether you are looking



to get into a diversionary program, reduce the charges, or fight the case entirely, the right legal
representation matters.

Steven F. O’Meara understands what is at stake for his clients. He takes the time to explain the
process, answer questions, and build a defense that fits the specific facts of your case. If you
are in Delaware County and facing DUI charges, reaching out to someone with that level of
focus and experience is one of the most important decisions you can make.


