How to Know If a Home Extension Is Right for Your
Property

Adding space to your home through an extension can transform how you live, but it is not a
decision to take lightly. The process involves planning, cost, disruption, and a careful look at
whether your property and your budget can support the work. This article walks through the
main factors to weigh so you can decide whether an extension makes sense for your situation.

Understanding what an extension involves

A home extension means building new space that connects to your existing house. It can be a
rear extension, a side return, a single storey addition, or a double storey project. Each type
changes the footprint of your home and usually requires foundations, new walls, a roof, and
connections to your existing services such as drainage and electricity. The work is structural,
so it demands professional design and construction.

Before you start planning, it helps to understand the typical stages: initial design, obtaining
planning permission or confirming permitted development rights, appointing a structural
engineer, party wall agreements if you share a wall with a neighbour, and then the build itself.
Each stage has its own timeline and cost. Knowing this upfront stops surprises later.

Key factors to consider before committing

1. Space and layout of your property

Not every house has a garden or side area that can accommodate an extension. A rear
extension needs enough depth in the garden to retain usable outdoor space. A side return
works best where there is a narrow alleyway along the side of the house. If your plot is small, a
single storey extension might be the only option, whereas a larger plot could take a double
storey addition. Look at your property's footprint and think about how the new space will
connect to the existing rooms. Awkward layouts can make an extension feel disconnected
rather than integrated.

2. Planning and permitted development

Many extensions fall under permitted development, meaning you do not need full planning
permission if you meet certain limits on size, height, and proximity to boundaries. However, if
you live in a conservation area, a listed building, or a national park, the rules are stricter. Even
with permitted development, you still need approval for the design and materials from your



local authority through a prior notification process. Check with your council early, because a
refused application can delay your project by months.

3. Structural implications

Extensions put new loads on the ground and on the existing structure. Foundations must be
designed for the soil type and the weight of the new walls and roof. If your house has a shallow
foundation or sits on clay soil, the cost of deep foundations can rise quickly. The roofline of the
extension also needs to match or integrate with the main house, which may require altering the
existing roof structure. A structural engineer should inspect the property before you finalise
any plans.

4. Party wall considerations

If you share a wall with a neighbour, the Party Wall etc. Act 1996 applies. You must serve a
party wall notice and possibly agree a party wall award. This process protects both you and
your neighbour and covers work that affects the shared wall, such as cutting into it for a new
beam or extending the footing. It adds time and cost, but skipping it can lead to legal disputes.
A party wall surveyor can handle the paperwork and the inspection.

When an extension works well



An extension is a good fit when your property has the physical space, your budget covers the
full cost including fees and contingency, and you plan to stay in the house for several years. It
also works well if you need a specific room such as a larger kitchen, a ground-floor bedroom,
or a home office, and you cannot get that from a loft conversion or a simple refurbishment.

For many homeowners in Surrey, the combination of a rear extension with a single storey side
return creates a large open-plan living area without losing too much garden. This approach
works particularly well for Victorian and Edwardian terraces where the side return is often
wasted space. A double storey extension adds a whole new floor, which can provide an extra
bedroom and a larger living area below, but it costs more and needs deeper foundations.

Another scenario where an extension makes sense is when you want to add value to your
property. A well-designed extension that matches the existing house can increase the resale
value, especially if it adds a bedroom or a larger kitchen. However, overbuilding for the street
can have the opposite effect, so keep the size in proportion to neighbouring houses.

When an extension may not be right

An extension may not be the best choice if your budget is tight, because even a modest single
storey rear extension can cost tens of thousands of pounds. If you plan to move within a few
years, the disruption and cost may not pay off. Similarly, if your property is in a conservation
area or has limited garden space, a loft conversion or a garage conversion might be a better
way to add space without losing outdoor area.



Another situation where an extension can be problematic is if the existing house has structural
issues such as subsidence, damp, or poor foundations. Fixing those first can push the total
cost beyond what the extension would be worth. In such cases, a refurbishment that
addresses the underlying problems may be the wiser route.

Alternatives to a full extension

Before committing to an extension, it is worth considering other ways to add space. Loft
conversions can create a bedroom or study without changing the footprint. A garage
conversion may give you a usable room at lower cost. Sometimes reconfiguring the existing
layout, such as knocking through a wall between a kitchen and dining room, can create a
feeling of more space without any building work. Each option has its own planning and
structural requirements, so compare them with your needs.

For homeowners who want a more open plan feel but cannot extend, removing a non-
loadbearing wall or adding bi-fold doors to the garden can improve the connection between
indoors and outdoors. These changes are less disruptive and cheaper than an extension.

Practical steps to help you decide

Start by measuring your garden and checking the dimensions against the typical permitted
development limits. Then sketch a rough floor plan of how the extension would connect to your



existing rooms. Talk to a structural engineer or an architect to get a sense of feasibility and
likely cost. At this stage, you are not committing to anything, just gathering information.

Next, look at your finances. An extension usually costs more than you expect, so add a
contingency of at least fifteen percent. Also factor in the cost of professional fees, planning
applications, party wall awards, and VAT if the builder is VAT-registered. If the numbers do not
add up, consider a smaller project or an alternative.

If you decide to proceed, the next step is to find a reliable builder. A good home extension
builder will have experience with projects similar to yours, can provide references, and will give
you a detailed quote. They should also be able to advise on the best approach for your specific
property. The website hamptoncourthomes.co.uk provides information about a Surrey building

firm that helps homeowners with refurbishments, renovations, extensions, and other building
work, which may be a useful starting point for local homeowners.

Final considerations

An extension is a significant commitment, but when it is right for your property it can make
your home more comfortable and more valuable. The key is to weigh the space you need
against the cost, the disruption, and the long-term benefit. Take your time, get professional


https://hamptoncourthomes.co.uk/

advice, and do not rush into a decision. If the project feels right after you have done your
homework, it probably is.

Remember that the planning and building process can take months, so be realistic about the
timeline. Even with a straightforward rear extension, you might be without use of the garden for
several weeks and have dust and noise inside the house. If you can live with that, and the
numbers work, an extension can be a rewarding way to improve your home. For further
guidance on home improvements and building projects, you can consult resources like
hamptoncourthomes.co.uk, which covers a range of services for homeowners in Surrey.



