Casino game pages can make a game look easy to assess: a few graphics, a payout table and perhaps an RTP
figure. But comparing games well takes more than spotting the biggest percentage. You need to know what the
numbers mean, how they behave over time, and whether the information applies to the exact game and rules you

are viewing.

The most useful starting point is expected value: the average result implied by a game’s probabilities over a very
large number of plays. Return to player (RTP) is one way casinos and game providers express that average. House
edge describes the same relationship from the operator’s perspective. Neither figure predicts what will happen in

your next session.

This guide explains what to check on game info pages, how to read RTP and volatility labels, and when operator
comparison tools can help. It also covers the practical details—such as game versions, rules and bonus terms—

that can make two apparently similar choices quite different.

Start with expected value, not the headline payout

Expected value (EV) is the probability-weighted average of all possible outcomes. To calculate it, multiply each
possible result by its chance of occurring, then add those figures together. A casino game has many possible
results, so you usually will not calculate its EV from scratch. The published RTP is a more convenient summary of

the game's theoretical average return.

For example, if a slot has a stated RTP of 96%, its theoretical return is $96 for every $100 wagered across an
extremely large number of plays under the game’s stated conditions. The corresponding theoretical loss is $4 per
$100 wagered. That is not a promise to receive $96 back after betting $100, and it does not mean the game

returns a steady 96 cents on every dollar.

EV is a baseline for comparing the game’s built-in math, not a forecast for an individual. Outcomes are random,
and a short session can end well above or below the theoretical average. Also, a game's displayed figure may

depend on its configuration, bet size or other rules, so check what the information actually applies to.

RTP and house edge: two sides of the same idea

RTP stands for “return to player.” It is generally expressed as the share of total wagers that the game is designed
to return to players over the long run. House edge is the complementary share retained by the house in the

game’s theoretical model.

Measure What it describes Example for a 96% RTP game RTP Theoretical share of wagers returned to players over

time 96% House edge Theoretical share of wagers not returned to players 4%

In a simple game with no additional complications, RTP plus house edge equals 100%. A higher RTP generally
means a lower theoretical cost to play, all else being equal. But “all else being equal” matters: games can differ in
volatility, rules, payout structure and features. A lower house edge does not tell you how often the game pays or

how large its wins tend to be.

RTP also isn't necessarily the same as the percentage a player will personally get back during a particular visit. It is
a long-run theoretical measure, not a session guarantee. If a game info page uses terms such as “theoretical RTP,”
that is a reminder that the figure describes the game’s model over many plays, rather than the result for any one

person.



Long-run averages are not short-run promises

The phrase “over the long run” can be misleading if it sounds as though a game must eventually pay every player
the published average. It does not. In probability, an average describes what is expected across many trials, not a
debt that a particular game owes you. A losing streak does not make a win “due,” and a recent win does not make

another win more or less likely unless the game’s rules explicitly make outcomes dependent.

Imagine many players each wager the same amount on a game with the casino expected loss same RTP. Their
individual results will vary. Some may finish ahead; others may lose much more than the theoretical average. As
the number of plays grows, the aggregate results may tend to move closer to the expected percentage, but that

does not erase the swings experienced by individuals.

This is why a short session can look nothing like the RTP figure. The difference is not necessarily evidence that the
displayed number is false: it may simply reflect normal random variation. Conversely, a brief winning session does

not establish that a game has a better RTP than another one.

Understand volatility and variance

Variance is a statistical measure of how widely outcomes are spread around their average. Volatility is the more
familiar casino term used to describe how a game’s payouts tend to feel in practice. The labels are often simplified

"on

—"low,” “"medium” or "high"—and providers do not always use identical scales or publish the underlying statistics.

* Lower-volatility games may produce smaller wins more frequently, though they can still lose over a session.

* Higher-volatility games may have longer stretches without a significant payout, with a greater share of the

potential return concentrated in less frequent wins.

¢ Medium-volatility games sit somewhere between those broad descriptions, but the label alone does not
reveal an exact payout schedule.

Two games can have the same RTP and feel very different. One might return small amounts relatively often;
another might return little for a while and have a smaller chance of a large payout. Their theoretical average could

be similar even though their short-term experiences are not.

That difference helps explain why sessions feel random. A volatility label is useful context, but it is not a guarantee
about how often you will win or a measure of how “good” a game is. If the label is missing, look for a paytable, hit-
frequency information or a clear explanation of how features work. Exactly.. If those details are not available, treat
the uncertainty as part of the comparison.

What to check on game info pages

A game info page should help you understand what you are playing before you wager. The amount of detail varies
by site and game, so look for information that is specific, current and consistent with the rules shown in the game
itself.

Check the exact RTP and game version

Look for a numerical RTP rather than relying only on a broad label. Some games may be offered in different
configurations with different theoretical returns. Confirm that the figure relates to the version available on that
site, not a general figure copied from another source. If the page gives a range, find out what determines the

applicable setting—or consider contacting the operator before treating it as a firm comparison point.
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Read the paytable and feature rules

The paytable explains what combinations pay and how special features work. Check whether payouts depend on
paylines, ways to win, bet size or a bonus round. For table games, review the rules that affect probabilities: for
example, blackjack decisions and payouts, or the specific bets and paytables in roulette. A game title alone is not

enough to establish that two versions use the same rules.

Look at limits and practical conditions

Note the minimum and maximum bets, any feature-buy options, jackpot conditions, and whether a progressive
jackpot changes the practical comparison. A maximum bet can matter if a feature or jackpot is only available at
certain stakes. Do not assume that increasing your wager improves the underlying odds; it usually increases the

amount at risk per play.

Separate game facts from promotional claims

Labels such as “popular,” "hot” or “big win potential” are not substitutes for probability information. Past winners
and recent results do not tell you what is likely on your next play in an independent random game. Give greater

weight to verifiable rules, RTP details and clear explanations than to marketing language.

How to use operator comparison tools

Operator comparison tools can make research quicker by putting games or casino sites side by side. They are
most useful when they show the basis for their claims and let you check details yourself. Treat them as a starting

point rather than an authority: data can be incomplete, outdated or drawn from a different version of a game.
When using an operator comparison tool, check whether it compares: So anyway, back to the point.

* the same game title and configuration;

e RTP figures from game info pages or another identifiable source;
® the same rules, bet limits and jackpot conditions;

¢ volatility labels using a consistent method; and

¢ the date the information was last checked.



It can also be useful to compare the operator itself, not just the games. Look for clear terms, accessible account
and spending controls, and information about how to contact customer support. Check that the site is legally
available where you live and that its licensing and consumer-protection details can be verified with the relevant

regulator. Rules and protections vary by jurisdiction, so do not assume that a site's claims apply everywhere.

Bonuses deserve a separate check. A welcome offer can change the amount you need to wager, and different
games may contribute differently toward that requirement. Read the bonus terms for wagering requirements,
eligible games, time limits, maximum bet rules and withdrawal restrictions. A bonus does not change a game’s

underlying RTP, but its conditions can affect the overall value—and may make a straightforward game comparison

less straightforward.

A practical comparison process

1. Identify the exact game. Note its provider, version and rules, rather than comparing titles that merely look

alike.

2. Find the game info page. Record the RTP and whether it is a single figure or a range. Look for the relevant

configuration.
3. Check payout structure. Read the paytable and feature rules; note any jackpot or stake conditions.

4. Consider volatility. Use the label as a broad description of payout variation, not as a prediction of your next

session.

5. Compare the operator’s details. Verify the source and freshness of any comparison-tool data, and review

site terms and local availability.

6. Keep the decision bounded. Decide in advance how much time and money you can afford to spend, and

stop when you reach either limit.

Common comparison mistakes

* Treating RTP as a personal return forecast. It is a theoretical long-run average, not a session promise.

¢ Assuming high volatility means a better chance of a big win. It describes the spread or feel of outcomes,

not a guaranteed advantage.



® Chasing losses because a game is “due.” Past results do not make an independent random outcome more

likely to reverse.

e Comparing figures without checking versions. Different settings or rules can make headline percentages

incommensurable.

* Choosing from promotional language alone. Marketing terms do not replace published probabilities and
rules.

The bottom line

When comparing casino games, use expected value as the mathematical baseline. RTP gives a theoretical long-run
return, while house edge expresses the corresponding theoretical share kept by the house. Then look beyond the

headline percentage: volatility and variance explain why actual sessions can be much more uneven than the
average suggests.

Good game info pages make it easier to verify the exact RTP, rules, paytable and version. Useful operator
comparison tools make their sources and methods clear. Neither can tell you what will happen next. Compare the
information carefully, set limits before playing, and remember that no casino game turns a theoretical average into
a guaranteed personal outcome.



