
KPM Academic Calendar 2027: Malaysia School
Term Dates and Holiday Schedule
The Ministry of Education Malaysia has released the kpm academic calendar 2027, setting out
the official school term dates, holidays, and examination periods for all government and
government-aided schools across the country. The calendar applies to both primary and
secondary schools and includes the state-based groupings that determine when each cohort
begins and ends its school year.

School year structure and term breakdown
The 2027 school year is divided into three main terms, each separated by a mid-term break.
The first term opens in early January for schools in Group A states, Kedah, Johor, Kelantan, and
Terengganu, while schools in Group B states, Perlis, Penang, Perak, Selangor, Negeri Sembilan,
Melaka, Pahang, Sabah, Sarawak, and the Federal Territories, start a week later. The staggered
start accommodates regional holidays and the lunar calendar.

Term one runs for roughly 12 weeks, followed by a two-week mid-term break. Term two begins
after the break and lasts about 11 weeks, again followed by a two-week holiday. Term three
runs for approximately 10 weeks before the year-end break. Exam periods fall at the end of
each term, with major national examinations scheduled in the final quarter.

The kpm academic calendar 2027 also accounts for the fasting month and Hari Raya
celebrations, which shift the exact dates of school closures relative to the lunar cycle. Schools
in states where the school week runs Sunday to Thursday, Kedah, Johor, Kelantan, and
Terengganu, have their term dates adjusted accordingly.

Public holidays and school closures
All gazetted public holidays are observed as school closures. In addition to the regular
Saturday and Sunday weekends, schools close for the Chinese New Year break in late January
or early February, for Hari Raya Aidilfitri in April, for the Hari Raya Haji and Awal Muharram
periods later in the year, and for Deepavali and Christmas in the final quarter. The exact number
of closure days for each festival depends on the state and the school group.

State-level holidays such as the Sultan of Kedah's birthday, the Sultan of Johor's birthday, and
the Agung's birthday also trigger closures specific to those states. The Ministry of Education
publishes a master list of gazetted holidays each year, and schools are required to follow it.

Examination schedules
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The national examination timetable is embedded within the kpm academic calendar 2027. The
Ujian Pencapaian Sekolah Rendah (UPSR) for primary six pupils is scheduled for September,
while the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) for form five students runs from November into
December. The Sijil Tinggi Persekolahan Malaysia (STPM) for form six students follows a
separate schedule aligned with the Malaysian Examinations Council's timeline.

School-based assessments and term examinations are set by individual schools but must fit
within the term dates. The ministry advises schools to avoid scheduling internal exams during
the first week of term or immediately after a public holiday.

State groupings and their implications
Malaysia's school system divides the 13 states and three federal territories into two groups for
the purpose of term dates. Group A, Kedah, Johor, Kelantan, and Terengganu, follows a Sunday-
to-Thursday school week. Group B, the remaining states, follows a Monday-to-Friday week.
This split affects not only the start and end dates of each term but also the timing of breaks
and the examination calendar.

The grouping is designed to spread the holiday load more evenly across the country and to give
families in different regions the chance to travel during school vacations. It also means that
school holidays in Group A do not always coincide with those in Group B, so parents and
guardians should check the specific calendar for their state.

For the 2027 school year, the Ministry of Education has maintained the same grouping as
previous years. No changes to the groupings have been announced for 2027.

Year-end break and transition to 2028
The final term of the 2027 school year ends in mid-November for Group A schools and late
November for Group B schools. The year-end break runs until the start of the 2028 school year
in January. During this break, schools are closed for approximately six weeks, giving students
and teachers a full break before the next academic year begins.

The ministry advises parents to plan family holidays around the published school breaks to
avoid clashes with examination periods. Schools are required to display the school calendar
prominently at the start of the year and to communicate any changes to parents through
official channels.

Additional notes for parents and educators
Schools in Malaysia are allowed to declare up to two additional closure days per term for local
events or school-based activities, provided they make up the lost teaching time within the



same term. These additional closures must be approved by the state education department
and cannot fall on examination dates.

For non-government schools, including international schools and private religious schools, the
kpm academic calendar 2027 serves as a reference but is not binding. These institutions set
their own term dates, though many align with the public school calendar to facilitate inter-
school activities and to give families consistent holiday periods.

The Ministry of Education also publishes a separate calendar for boarding schools, which may
have slightly different start and end dates to accommodate boarding routines. Parents of
students in boarding schools should request the boarding school calendar from the school
administration.

How to use the calendar
The official calendar is available as a PDF download from the Ministry of Education's website
and is also distributed through state education departments. Schools typically send a printed
copy home with students during the first week of term. Parents are encouraged to save the
calendar and to note important dates such as parent-teacher meetings, sports days, and
school holidays.

The ministry updates the calendar each year, and the 2027 version was published in the third
quarter of 2026 to give schools and families ample time to plan. Any mid-year adjustments, for
example, if an unexpected public holiday is declared, are communicated through official
circulars and school announcements.

Teachers and school staff use the calendar to plan their curriculum, assessment schedules,
and professional development days. The calendar also determines the dates for interschool
sports events, co-curricular activities, and national competitions such as the National Science
Challenge and the National Debating Championship.

About this guide
This article serves as a guide to the 2027 school calendar in Malaysia, including holidays, term
dates, and state groupings by the Ministry of Education. It is intended for parents, teachers,
and anyone who needs a clear overview of the school year ahead.


