
Understanding the True Cost of Radon Testing in
St. Louis
When you start looking into radon testing for your home, one of the first questions that comes
up is the radon test cost. It is a fair question, especially if you are already budgeting for a home
inspection or a real estate transaction. But the price tag on a radon test is not just a number. It
reflects the method, the duration, and the level of detail you need. In St. Louis, where radon
levels can vary significantly from one neighborhood to the next, understanding those
differences can save you money and give you better peace of mind.

I have spent years working with homeowners and talking to professionals like those at Air
Sense Environmental. What I have learned is that the cheapest test is not always the best
value, and the most expensive one is not always necessary. The radon test cost depends on
whether you need a quick answer or a reliable long-term reading, and whether you are doing
this for your own health or as part of selling a home.

Short-Term vs. Long-Term Testing: What You Pay For
The most common radon test is the short-term test. It uses a charcoal canister or a small
device that sits in your lowest living area for two to seven days. After that, you mail it to a lab
and get results in a few days. A short-term test from a reputable company in St. Louis typically
runs between $15 and $50 for a do-it-yourself kit. If you hire a professional to place the device
and handle the lab work, the cost climbs to about $100 to $200. That higher price often
includes a consultation and a written report, which can be useful if you are in the middle of a
real estate transaction.

A long-term test, on the other hand, stays in place for three months up to a year. It gives a
much better picture of your average radon level because radon fluctuates with weather,
seasons, and how you ventilate the house. A long-term test kit costs around $25 to $60 if you
buy it yourself. Professional placement runs $150 to $300. The extra expense is worth it if you
want to make a confident decision about radon mitigation. One quick reading in winter might
look scary, but a long-term reading could show that your home is fine most of the year.

Continuous Radon Monitors: The High-Tech Option
For homeowners who want real-time data, a continuous radon monitor can plug into a wall and
log readings every hour. These devices cost more to rent or buy. Renting one for a week from a
company like Air Sense Environmental might set you back $150 to $250. Buying one for
personal use can cost $150 to $1,500 depending on the brand and accuracy. The advantage is
that you can see how radon levels change with weather and your daily habits. The downside is



the upfront cost. If you only need one reading to close a home sale, a continuous monitor is
overkill. But if you are managing a home with a known radon issue, it can be a smart
investment.

In my experience, a continuous radon monitor is also useful for verifying that an active radon
system is working correctly. After you install a sub-slab depressurization system, you want to
know that the radon fan and radon sump are actually pulling radon away. A week of continuous
readings can confirm that the system is effective, which is well worth the radon test cost in
that context.

When the Test Is Part of a Home Inspection
Many home buyers in St. Louis encounter radon testing as part of a general home inspection.
The inspector places a short-term test device, and you pay a bundled fee. That fee might add
$75 to $150 to the inspection cost. That is usually the cheapest way to get a radon test
because you are already paying for the inspector's visit. Just make sure the inspector uses a
certified lab and follows the EPA protocols. Otherwise, you might get a result that is not
reliable, and then you have to pay for a second test anyway.

If you are selling a home, you might preemptively test and address any issues before listing. In
that case, the cost is a small price for avoiding a surprise during negotiations. Some sellers in
St. Louis have told me that a simple short-term test saved them from a much bigger headache
later.

The Real Cost of Skipping the Test
Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States according to the EPA.
That is not a scare tactic. It is a fact that every homeowner should weigh against the radon test
cost. The EPA recommends testing every home, regardless of whether your neighbor tested
low. I have seen homes in the same subdivision show wildly different radon levels because of
soil differences or foundation cracks. A $20 test kit can give you information that might affect
your family's health for decades.

If your short-term test comes back above 4 picocuries per liter, which is the EPA action level,
you will likely need radon mitigation. The radon mitigation cost in St. Louis typically ranges
from $800 to $2,500 for a standard sub-slab depressurization system. That system uses a
radon fan to create negative pressure under the slab and vents the gas outside through a pipe.
Sometimes a passive radon system, which relies on natural air movement, can work if your
home was built with radon-resistant construction. But most older homes need an active radon
system. The cost of mitigation is far higher than testing, but it is still a good investment
compared to the health risks.

https://radoncoststlouis.com/


How to Choose the Right Test for Your Situation
Here are a few practical guidelines based on what I have seen:

If you are a home buyer in a real estate transaction, a short-term test placed by a
professional is usually sufficient. The radon test cost of $100 to $200 is a routine part
of due diligence.

If you have lived in your home for years and have never tested, buy a long-term test kit
for about $30. It gives a more accurate picture of your year-round exposure.

If your short-term test shows high radon, do a second short-term test or a continuous
monitor before committing to mitigation. Radon can spike temporarily.

If you are having radon mitigation installed, ask the contractor to include a post-
mitigation test in the price. Many will do that for an extra $50 to $100.

If you are building a new home, ask about radon-resistant construction and a passive
radon system. It is cheaper to install during construction than to retrofit later.

Where to Buy Tests in St. Louis
You can find radon test kits at hardware stores, online, or through local companies like Air
Sense Environmental. The price is similar everywhere for the basic kits. The main difference is
the lab analysis and the turnaround time. Some companies offer faster results for an extra fee.
If you are on a tight timeline, that might be worth it. But for most homeowners, the standard
two-week turnaround is fine.

I always recommend buying from a company that uses a certified lab and follows EPA
guidelines. That ensures your results are valid. A test from a discount store might look cheaper,
but if the instructions are unclear or the lab is not accredited, you could end up with a useless
number. That is a waste of money, no matter how low the initial radon test cost was.

Final Thoughts on Cost vs. Value
Radon testing is one of the cheapest home improvements you can do. For less than the price
of a dinner out, you can find out whether your family is breathing unsafe air. For a few hundred
dollars, you can get a professional assessment and a clear plan. The radon test cost is not an
expense to minimize. It is an investment in your home and your health. In St. Louis, where
radon is a real concern, that investment makes even more sense.

Talk to a local expert if you have doubts. They can explain the specific radon levels in your zip
code and recommend the right test. And if you end up needing radon mitigation, the cost will
be more than the test, but you will have the confidence that you are fixing a real problem, not
guessing.


