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How to Get a Polish Driving License: The Ultimate Guide for Residents

Obtaining a driving license in Poland ( Prawo Jazdy) is a structured process that opens flexibility for exploration,
makes travelling simpler, and functions as a generally accepted kind of recognition. Whether an individual is a
Polish citizen or an expat making Poland their long-term home, navigating the licensing system needs

comprehending specific legal steps, medical examinations, and rigorous testing.

This comprehensive guide breaks down everything one needs to understand about protecting a Polish driving

license from start to end up.

1. Eligibility Requirements

Before starting the administrative journey, candidates should guarantee they fulfill the basic legal requirements

set by Polish authorities.

* Age Limit: The standard age for a Category B (standard automobile) license is 18 years.

* Residency Status: Applicants should live in Poland for a minimum of 185 days annually due to EU residency
laws. This is proven through a PESEL number, a short-term residence license ( Karta Pobytu), or EU

registration certificates.

* No Driving Bans: Individuals need to not be subject to any active court-ordered driving restrictions in
Poland or their home nation.

2. Step-by-Step Process to Get a Polish Driving License

The path to getting a license involves a number of unique milestones, moving from medical checks to state

examinations.

Step 1: Obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

The PKK is an electronic prospect kupi¢ prawo jazdy profile number that functions as a private file tracking the

applicant's progress through training and screening.
To get a PKK, one should visit the local district office ( Urzgd Dzielnicy or Starostwo Powiatowe) and send:

* An application form for a driving license.

® A passport-style photograph (35x45 mm).

* An identity file (Passport or Residence Card).
* A medical certificate verifying fitness to drive.

® Foreign license translation (if relevant).

Action 2: Pass the Medical Examination

Every candidate needs to undergo a brief physical test carried out by an authorized occupational health doctor.
The physician checks vision, hearing, general neurological health, and look for conditions like epilepsy or diabetes

that might impact driving security. The expense is controlled by the state, generally around 200 PLN.
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Step 3: Complete State-Approved Driving School Training

While self-study is permitted for the theoretical examination in some capabilities, enrolling in a certified driving

school ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcéw - OSK) is the most effective path.

Training Phase Basic Category B Requirements Description Theory Course Minimum 30 hours Covers traffic
regulations, roadway indications, and driving theory. (Can often be done online). Practical Course Minimum 30
hours Behind-the-wheel training with a trainer, covering maneuvers and city driving. Emergency Treatment

Course Part of theory Obligatory training on dealing with roadside emergency situations.

Note: For non-Polish speakers, discovering a driving school that offers guideline and materials in English is

recommended, though tests can also be taken in English at designated centers.

Step 4: Pass the State Theory Exam

When the theoretical course is complete, prospects book their test at the local Provincial Road Traffic Center (
WORD - Wojewoddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

* Format: Computer-based test with 32 multiple-choice questions.
® Period: 25 minutes.

® Scoring: Out of 74 total points, candidates need at least 68 indicate pass.

* Languages Available: Polish, English, and German.

Step 5: Pass the State Practical Exam

After passing the theory test, the practical test can be set up. This takes location at the WORD center and is
divided into 2 parts:

1. Yard Maneuvers: Checking fluid levels, switching on lights, launching the handbrake, smooth departure on a

slope, and reverse parking/figure-eight maneuvers.

2. City Driving: Driving in genuine traffic conditions for a minimum of 40 minutes, following the examiner's

directions while complying with all traffic laws and roadway signs.

Summary of Costs

Getting a license needs budgeting for various fees connected with medical examinations, courses, and state

testing.

* Medical exam: ~ 200 PLN

* Driving School Course (Category B): 2,500-- 4,000 PLN (depending on the city and school)
* Theory Exam (WORD): 50 PLN

¢ Practical Exam (WORD): 200 PLN

¢ License Issuance Fee: 100.50 PLN

Exchanging a Foreign Driving License

For individuals who currently hold a driving license from their https://kartaxpresspoland.com/ home country, the

procedure may be considerably shorter, depending on where the license was provided.

Secret Exchanging Rules by Region:



EU/EFTA Member States: Licenses do not technically require to be exchanged; motorists can utilize them till

they expire. Nevertheless, holders can willingly exchange them for a Polish license.

Vienna Convention Signatories: Countries that signed the 1968 Vienna Convention permit a direct
administrative exchange. Candidates need to send their foreign license, a translation, pictures, and a medical

certificate.
Non-Convention Countries: Individuals holding licenses from nations outside the Vienna Convention (such
as the United States, Canada, or India) needs to generally pass the state theory examination to convert

their license to a Polish one.

Vital Tips for Success

Schedule Exams Early: WORD centers can have waiting lists ranging from a few days to a number of weeks.
Study Traffic Signs: Many prospects fail the theory test not due to lack of driving knowledge, however since
of odd or complex concern signs ( pierwszeristwo przejazdu).

Practice City Routes: Spend time driving in the specific city where the practical exam will occur to end up

being knowledgeable about tricky intersections, tram tracks, and pedestrian crossings.

Securing a Polish driving license requires patience, research study, and financial investment, but the reward is

total movement throughout Poland and the entire European Union. By following the legal framework and

preparing thoroughly for the WORD examinations, motorists will find themselves securely behind the wheel in no

time.



