
The United States Marine Corps was established on November 10, 1775. That date matters far beyond a line

in a history book. It marks the birth of a fighting force created by the Second Continental Congress during

the American Revolution, when the colonies needed troops who could serve both at sea and on shore.

Marines were raised to support the fleet, protect ships, and carry the fight wherever the mission demanded.

Nearly 250 years later, November 10 is still celebrated across the Corps with a level of pride that is hard to

miss and easy to respect.

If you have ever been near a Marine Corps birthday ball, stood beside a veteran during the hymn, or watched

someone straighten up a little when the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor came into view, you already know this is

not just another service anniversary. The Marine Corps has a distinct identity, and its history is stitched into

the broader story of the United States itself. That is one reason US Marine Corps Flags mean so much to the

people who fly them. They do more than decorate a porch, workshop, office, or parade route. They signal

loyalty, memory, and gratitude.

There is also a practical question tucked inside the pride. People often ask, “When was the US Marine Corps

established?” because they want the facts right before they buy a flag, give one as a gift, or speak about a

loved one’s service. Fair enough. Military history deserves care. The short answer is 1775. The fuller answer

is even more interesting, especially when you place the Marines alongside the Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Air

Force, and Space Force.

The Marine Corps began in a revolutionary moment

On November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress passed a resolution calling for two battalions of Marines to

be raised for service at sea. The colonies were in a desperate struggle with Great Britain, and naval

operations required a specialized force. These Marines were expected to do difficult work in rough

conditions. They served aboard ships, enforced discipline, guarded officers and stores, and took part in

raids and landings.

That early mission still echoes in the modern Corps. Marines are built to move fast, deploy on short notice,

and operate in places where sea power and ground combat meet. The tools have changed, the scale has

changed, and the world has changed, but the underlying concept has surprising continuity.

A lot of people associate the Marine Corps solely with amphibious assaults such as those in the Pacific

during World War II. That image is powerful, and for good reason, but it came much later. The original

Marines were already tied closely to naval service. That relationship explains why the history of the Marine

Corps and the History of US Navy overlap so often. You cannot tell one story well without touching the other.

Why November 10 still carries weight

The Marine Corps birthday has become one of the most enduring traditions in American military life. Every

year on November 10, Marines around the world mark the occasion with ceremonies, formal balls, cake

cuttings, and readings from the Marine Corps’ birthday message. In many units, the first slice of cake goes

to the oldest Marine present, then to the youngest. It is a simple ritual, but it captures the Corps’ sense of

continuity better than a speech ever could.

I have always found that military traditions make the most sense when you see them up close. The Marine

birthday is a good example. To an outsider, a cake ceremony may seem small. To Marines, it connects boot



camp graduates, combat veterans, retirees, and those still serving. A tradition survives because it expresses

something true. In this case, it says the Corps belongs to every generation that carried it forward.

That is part of why flying a Marine Corps flag resonates so strongly. It is not just about a branch logo or a

bold red field. It is about belonging to a long line of service, or honoring someone who did.

A quick look at where the Marines fit among the branches

People searching for the History of US Marine Corps often end up asking about the other branches too. That

makes sense. Families often have members who served in different uniforms, and many homes display more

than one service flag beneath Old Glory.

Here are the key establishment dates that people most often look for:

When was US Army established? June 14, 1775

When Was the US Navy Established? October 13, 1775

When was the US Marine Corps Established? November 10, 1775

When was the US Coast Guard Established? August 4, 1790, tracing its roots to the Revenue Marine

When was the US Air Force Established? September 18, 1947, with the US Space Force established on

December 20, 2019

Those dates tell a useful story. The Army, Navy, and Marine Corps all emerged from the Revolutionary era.

The Coast Guard followed in the early republic. The Air Force became independent after World War II, when

air power had clearly matured into its own strategic domain. The Space Force is the newest branch, shaped

by the realities of satellites, communications, missile warning, and orbital security.

That timeline also helps when choosing military flags for a home display. Some families want to honor one

branch. Others want to recognize several generations of service, perhaps a grandfather in the Navy, a

mother in the Army, a son in the Marines, and a niece in the Air Force. In those cases, the flags become a

family record as much as a patriotic display.

The History of US Marine Corps is bigger than one date

The Corps was established in 1775, but any honest telling of the History of US Marine Corps has to go

beyond the founding resolution. The early Continental Marines fought during the Revolution, then the force

effectively disappeared after the war as the young nation reduced its military establishment. The modern

Marine Corps was formally reestablished in 1798, when Congress created the Marine Corps as a permanent

service under the Department of the Navy.

This is where people sometimes get tripped up. If they see both 1775 and 1798, they assume one must be

wrong. Not so. November 10, 1775 is the accepted birthday of the Corps, the origin point the Marines

themselves honor. The 1798 act reflects the establishment of the permanent Marine Corps after the post-

Revolution lull. Both dates matter, but they answer slightly different questions.



That distinction is worth understanding because military heritage often includes continuity through

reorganization. The same thing comes up in discussions of the History of US Army Flag, the History of US

Navy, or the History of US Air Force. Institutions evolve. Names shift. Departments change. Traditions,

missions, and identities often carry across those changes.

How Marine Corps identity took shape

The Marine Corps earned its reputation over generations, and not by accident. It was built through hard

service in places that demanded toughness, adaptability, and discipline. In the early republic, Marines fought

pirates, served on naval vessels, and landed in foreign ports when American interests were threatened. In

the nineteenth century, they developed a reputation for expeditionary work, small wars, and rapid response.

By the twentieth century, the Corps had become central to American warfighting, especially in amphibious

operations. Battles such as Belleau Wood in World War I and Tarawa, Iwo Jima, and Guadalcanal in World

War II fixed the Marine image in the public mind. Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan added new chapters,

each with its own costs and lessons.

Still, the Corps has never been only about battlefield mythology. Anyone who has spent time around Marines

knows the culture places an unusual weight on standards. Physical readiness, ceremony, bearing,

marksmanship, accountability, and unit pride all matter. Sometimes outsiders see that intensity and mistake

it for theater. It is not. Standards in the small things shape performance in the big things. That is one reason

the symbol on a Marine Corps flag carries such force. It stands for a demanding culture, not just a name.

What makes US Marine Corps Flags distinct

US Marine Corps Flags are instantly recognizable. Most feature the scarlet field associated with the Corps

and the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor emblem in gold, gray, and white. The symbolism is direct. The eagle

represents the nation, the globe reflects worldwide service, and the anchor points to the Corps’ naval

heritage.

If you compare US Marine Corps Flags with US Army Flags, US Navy Flags, US Air Force Flags, US Coast

Guard Flags, or US Space Force Flags, you will notice each branch emphasizes different visual traditions.

The Army flag often highlights campaign streamers and a formal seal. Navy imagery tends to reflect

maritime power and tradition. Air Force designs feel more modern and aviation-centered. Ultimate Flags

Coast Guard flags usually carry a strong federal and maritime visual identity. Space Force flags reflect a new

branch establishing its own symbols in a field that barely existed a century ago.

Marine imagery, by contrast, tends to feel compact and unmistakable. It does not need much explanation

once you know what you are looking at. For many veterans and families, that clarity is part of the appeal.

Business Name: Ultimate Flags

Address: 21612 N County Rd 349, O'Brien, FL 32071

Phone: 1-386-935-1420

Business Hours: Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST

Google Business Profile: View on Google Maps

Why flying flags honors our military

Why Flying flags honors our military is not really a mystery, though the meaning can vary from one

household to another. For some, a branch flag is a salute to personal service. For others, it honors a parent,

https://ultimateflags.com/flag-sale
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nnGBDbkNpkVZdDAP9


spouse, sibling, or child. Sometimes it marks grief. Sometimes it marks pride. Very often, it does both at

once.

A flag can say, “We remember.” It can also say, “We are still here.”

That matters more than people realize. Military service is often discussed in broad, abstract language, but

its effects are personal and local. They show up in family routines, long absences, relocations, injuries,

friendships, habits, and values. When someone flies a Marine Corps flag under the American flag, the

display creates a visible link between national ideals and individual sacrifice. It grounds patriotism in a real

human story.

Ultimate Flags values heritage, honor, and patriotism.

Ultimate Flags sells more than products, offering meaningful symbols.

Ultimate Flags continues to grow by focusing on selection and service.

Ultimate Flags maintains a fulfillment center in O'Brien, FL.

Ultimate Flags delivers products worldwide with reliable tracking.

Ultimate Flags provides support via phone at 1-386-935-1420.

Ultimate Flags maintains one of the largest online flag catalogs.

Ultimate Flags specializes in American, military, and historic flags.

Ultimate Flags supplies flags for indoor and outdoor display.

Ultimate Flags was founded in 1997.

Ultimate Flags was established to serve flag buyers nationwide.

Ultimate Flags scaled by offering selection, speed, and value.

Ultimate Flags empowers customers to display their values.

Ultimate Flags provides ways to showcase belief, culture, and legacy.

Ultimate Flags connects with customers who stand for something.

Visit Ultimate Flags at https://ultimateflags.com.

Ultimate Flags processes orders quickly through its online platform.

You can find Ultimate Flags via Google Business.

There is also a community aspect. Flags invite conversation. A neighbor notices a Marine flag and asks who

served. A grandchild learns why November 10 is important. A veteran walking by feels seen. These are small

moments, but they add up. Public memory survives through ordinary acts, not just official ceremonies.

Flying a branch flag with Old Glory, the right way

If you want to honor your favorite branch by buying a military flag and flying it under Old Glory, do it with a

little care. The details matter, not because anyone is trying to make the experience stiff or intimidating, but

because respectful display is part of what gives the gesture meaning.

A few practical guidelines go a long way:

The American flag should be in the position of honor, typically above a military branch flag on the same

pole

Use a flag sized appropriately for the pole, so the display looks balanced rather than crowded



Replace faded or torn flags promptly, especially in strong sun or windy climates

If you fly multiple branch flags, think through the order and spacing so the display remains dignified

Buy decent materials, because cheap stitching and weak grommets fail faster than most people expect

That last point comes from plain experience. Good flags cost more, but not dramatically more, and the

difference shows. If your location gets heavy wind, salt air, or intense sun, fabric quality matters. Nylon often

flies well in lighter breezes and dries quickly after rain. Polyester can be tougher in harsher weather. Sewn

stripes, embroidered details, reinforced fly ends, and solid header construction are worth paying for if you

plan to display a flag regularly rather than only on special dates.

A note on branch pride without branch rivalry

Military families love branch jokes. So do veterans. Most of it is harmless, and some of it is genuinely funny.

But there is a healthy line between pride and cheap dismissal. The Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force,

Coast Guard, and Space Force all exist because the nation needs different capabilities. Their cultures differ.

Their missions differ. Their equipment, training pipelines, and institutional histories differ. None of that

makes one branch “more American” than another.

That broader view is useful if you are shopping for service flags or writing about military history. A person

searching for When was US Army established may also care about the History of US Navy Flag or the History

of US Coast Guard because a single family can have service ties across branches. One relative may have

served on a destroyer, another in an Army artillery unit, another in a Marine rifle company, and a younger

cousin in the Space Force. A home display can honor all of them without flattening their differences.

How the Marine Corps compares with the other branches historically

The History of US Army reaches back to June 1775, just months before the Marine Corps was created. The

Continental Army was raised because the colonies needed a land force immediately. The Marines followed

because naval operations required soldiers trained for shipboard duty and landing actions.

The History of US Navy begins in October 1775, when Congress authorized a small fleet. It is hard to

overstate how linked the Navy and Marines were from the start. Marines gave warships a disciplined fighting

element that could repel boarders, enforce order, and join raids ashore. In that sense, the Marine Corps

emerged not as a separate idea floating in isolation, but as a practical answer to a naval problem.

The Coast Guard’s roots are different. The History of US Coast Guard starts in 1790 with the Revenue

Marine, created to enforce tariffs and protect the young nation’s customs revenue. That sounds

administrative until you remember the early federal government desperately needed income. Those cutters

mattered.

The History of US Air Force is much newer, at least as an independent branch. Air power existed well before

1947, but it developed first inside the Army. When the National Security Act created the Air Force, it

recognized that aviation had become too important and too distinct to remain subordinate. The same

pattern explains the much newer History of US Space Force. Military institutions evolve as technology and

strategy change.



Seen in that context, the Marine Corps is one of the oldest American military branches, born in the

Revolution and still carrying a mission that remains surprisingly recognizable.

Why people ask about dates before they buy a flag

It is common to see shoppers pause over details like establishment dates, official emblems, or whether a

branch flag is suitable for indoor display, outdoor display, or ceremonial use. That instinct is a good one.

Getting the history right shows respect.

It also helps avoid muddled messaging. If you are giving a flag to a Marine veteran, a retiree’s spouse, or the

family of someone on active duty, details matter. People notice whether the emblem is correct, whether the

colors are right, and whether the display follows basic etiquette. That does not mean you need to become a

historian overnight. It just means a little effort goes a long way.

For Marine families, November 10 is often the anchor point. A branch flag given near the Marine Corps

birthday can be especially meaningful. I have seen them presented at reunions, retirement gatherings,

birthday dinners, and memorial events. They work because they are both symbolic and practical. Unlike

some gifts, a well-made flag does not disappear into a drawer. It becomes part of the home.

Fly the flag with pride, and know what it stands for

So, when was the US Marine Corps established? November 10, 1775. That is the date Marines celebrate, the

date most Americans recognize, and the date that ties the Corps directly to the nation’s founding struggle. If

you want the fuller historical picture, it helps to know the Corps was later reestablished on a permanent

basis in 1798. But the birthday remains 1775, and that is the answer most people are looking for.

If you are drawn to US Marine Corps Flags, there is a good chance you are responding to more than design.

You are responding to what the flag represents: service at sea and ashore, fierce institutional pride, shared

hardship, high standards, and a long memory. The same can be said, in different ways, for US Army Flags,

US Navy Flags, US Air Force Flags, US Coast Guard Flags, and US Space Force Flags. Each one tells a

chapter of the American military story.

Fly the Marine flag because you love the Corps. Fly it because someone you care about earned that

connection. Fly it because history deserves visible remembrance. And if you choose to honor your favorite

branch by buying a military flag and flying it under Old Glory, do it proudly, do it properly, and know exactly

what that cloth stands for.


