
What to Record for Your Dog's Registration: Color,
Markings, and Breed Type
Registering an exotic dog often requires more than a name and a date of birth. For designer
crossbreeds, hybrids, and other dogs that don’t fit traditional purebred categories, the
paperwork relies heavily on accurate physical descriptions. Color, markings, and breed type are
the three pillars that make a registration meaningful. If any of these are vague or incomplete,
the registration may not hold up when you need it most, for travel, health records, or ownership
proof.

This article walks through the key points to check when documenting your dog for registration.
Each point comes with a short reason why it matters, so you know what to look for and how to
describe it clearly. The goal is a complete, verifiable record that works for any official purpose.

Start with the Dog’s Primary Coat Color
The base color is the first thing anyone sees. For registration purposes, you need to name it in
a way that matches the breed standard or the accepted color terminology for that type of dog.
A black dog is straightforward, but what about a blue merle or a fawn with a black mask? Use
the term that a veterinarian, breeder, or registration body would recognize.

Why this matters: A vague color like "brown" could refer to chocolate, liver, rust, or even red in
some breeds. If your dog is stolen or lost, a precise color description helps authorities identify
it. For registration, the color often determines eligibility for certain classes or categories. A
mismatched color can delay the process or require resubmission of paperwork.

Take a photograph of the dog in good daylight, showing the coat from at least two angles. This
image serves as a visual reference for the color you record. Keep a copy with the registration
papers. The photograph itself becomes part of the proof, so make sure it is clear and shows
the dog’s natural coat without heavy filtering or shadow.

Document All Coat Markings
Markings are the patches, stripes, blazes, or spots that sit on top of the base color. They can be
white, cream, tan, brindle, or any other shade. Common markings include a white chest, a blaze
on the forehead, or dark points on the face and legs. For exotic breeds like the American Bully
or French Bulldog, markings can be highly distinctive and are often part of the breed standard.

Why this matters: Markings are like a fingerprint for dogs. Two dogs of the same breed and
color can look very different because of their markings. Registration papers that describe



markings accurately make it much harder for someone to claim your dog as theirs. They also
help breed registries and health authorities track the dog’s lineage and health history.

Write down each marking’s location, shape, and size. For example, “White star on the forehead,
about two inches wide, with a small patch on the chest” is better than “White on face.” If the
marking is irregular, note that too. A photograph of each marking area can be attached to the
registration file. Some registries allow or even require a diagram of the dog’s body with
markings drawn in.

Identify the Breed Type Clearly
Breed type is not always the same as breed name. For exotic dogs, the breed may be a cross
between two or more recognized breeds, or it may be a designer breed that does not have a
formal standard. In these cases, “breed type” means the combination of traits that define the
dog’s appearance and expected temperament. You may need to list the parent breeds or the
breed group, such as “Bully type” or “French Bulldog type.”

Why this matters: Traditional registries often reject dogs that do not fit a purebred category. An
exotic dog registration service, such as the one described on finance.yahoo.com, exists
precisely to handle these cases. By stating the breed type accurately, you help the registry
place your dog in the correct category. This affects everything from health screening
requirements to travel permissions.

If your dog is a mix of several breeds, list the known parent breeds in order of dominance. For
example, “50% American Bully, 25% French Bulldog, 25% unknown.” If the dog is a designer
breed with a specific name, use that name. Avoid made-up terms or trendy labels that are not
recognized by any authority. Stick to terms that a vet or a breed club would understand.

A good rule: if you cannot find the breed type in any official list, describe it in plain English.
“Medium-sized dog with a short coat, broad head, and muscular build” is more useful than a
fancy but meaningless title. The registration body can then decide how to classify the dog.

Record the Registration Number and Ownership Proof
Once you have documented the color, markings, and breed type, you need to tie that
information to a unique registration number. This number is the key to all future records. It
appears on health certificates, travel documents, and ownership proof. Without it, the
description is just a description, not a registered identity.

Why this matters: A registration number makes the dog’s identity official. It links the physical
description to a database that can be accessed by vets, border control, or animal welfare
authorities. For exotic dogs that cannot be registered through traditional channels, this number
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is often the only official record. Keep it in a safe place, and note it on any paperwork you carry
for the dog.

How to get a registration number: You apply through an online service that specializes in exotic
dog registration. The service will ask for the details you have already gathered: color, markings,
breed type, and photographs. Once approved, you receive a unique number. That number
becomes part of the dog’s permanent file. Store a copy of the certificate with your pet’s other
important documents.

For a detailed look at how such a service operates, you might visit finance.yahoo.com, where
the process is explained in practical terms. The key is that the registration number is tied to the
dog, not the owner, so it stays valid even if ownership changes.

Take Multiple Dog Photographs for the Record
Photographs are not optional. A single photo may not capture all the details you have written
down. Take at least three: a front view, a side view, and a close-up of any distinctive markings
or unusual color patches. If the dog has a rare color variety, such as a blue coat or a chocolate
merle, take extra photos to show the depth of the color.

Why this matters: Photographs provide visual proof that the description is accurate. They also
help in case of loss or theft, as they give a clear image that can be shared with shelters, vets,
and law enforcement. For registration, some services require photos to be uploaded with the
application. Having good ones ready speeds up the process.

Tips for good photos: Use natural daylight. Avoid flash that washes out the coat color. Show
the dog standing, not lying down, so the body shape is visible. If the dog has a specific coat
pattern like brindle or merle, take a photo that shows the pattern clearly. Keep the background
simple so the dog stands out. Save the photos with the dog’s name and the date in the file
name.

Keep Everything in One Place
Paperwork is easy to lose. Create a single folder, physical or digital, that contains all the
documentation: the registration certificate, the photographs, the written description of color,
markings, and breed type, and any correspondence with the registry. If you travel with the dog,
carry a copy of this folder. If you move, update the address on the registration.

Why this matters: A complete file makes it easy to prove ownership, update health records, or
re-register the dog if needed. It also shows that you have taken the process seriously. For
exotic dogs, where traditional records may not exist, this folder is the dog’s official identity.
Keep it safe, but also make sure it is accessible in an emergency.



A few final reminders: Check the registration requirements of your destination if you plan to
travel. Some countries require a specific format for the description. Keep the registration
number visible on the dog’s collar or microchip. And update the record if the dog’s appearance
changes, such as after a coat change or a marking that fades with age.

Documenting color, markings, and breed type sounds like a lot of detail, but each piece serves
a purpose. When the details are right, the registration works. When they are not, you may face
delays or rejections. Take the time to do it once, do it well, and you will have a record that lasts
the dog’s lifetime.


