
What to Watch for on a Used Car Test Drive

Getting Ready Before You Drive
A test drive is your best chance to judge whether a used car fits your needs. Before you turn
the key, take a few minutes to look over the vehicle while it is parked. Walk around the car and
check the body style for any dents, rust, or mismatched paint. Uneven gaps between panels
can signal past repairs. Look at the tires: uneven wear might mean alignment issues, and low
tread depth is a future expense. Open and close each door, the trunk, and the hood. They
should feel solid and latch smoothly. Check the cargo space and seating capacity against what
you plan to carry. If you regularly haul gear or passengers, make sure the layout works for you.

Starting the Engine and Listening
Get inside and adjust the seat, mirrors, and steering wheel for comfort. Turn the key and listen
to the engine start. A healthy engine should come to life quickly and settle into a steady idle.
Pay attention to any rattles, squeaks, or grinding noises. Let the engine run for a minute, then
step out and listen from the front of the car. A ticking sound can be normal in some engines,
but a loud knock or hiss is not. While the engine runs, test all the safety features: the horn,
headlights, turn signals, brake lights, and windshield wipers. Also check the climate control.
Turn the heat and air conditioning to high and low settings. If the air is warm when it should be
cold, or vice versa, the system may need service.

On the Road: First Impressions
Once you are confident the car is safe to drive, head out on a route that mixes city streets and a
highway or main road. Accelerate gently and note how the car responds. Does the engine feel
sluggish or does it pick up speed smoothly? Listen for any hesitation or stalling. A car that
struggles to accelerate may have a fuel or air intake problem. As you drive, shift through all the
gears if it is a manual transmission. For an automatic, move from park to drive and reverse.
The shifts should feel smooth, not jerky. Pay attention to how the transmission behaves at low
speeds and when climbing a hill. A slipping transmission is a serious and costly issue.

Braking and Steering Feel
Find a safe straight stretch and apply the brakes firmly. The car should stop straight without
pulling to one side. If the brake pedal feels spongy or goes too far to the floor before engaging,
the hydraulic system may have air in the lines or worn pads. Listen for any grinding or
squealing sounds when braking. While still at low speed, turn the steering wheel from side to
side. The steering should feel tight, with no excessive play. If the wheel vibrates or shakes,



especially at higher speeds, the tires or suspension may have problems. Check the turning
radius and see if the car handles corners without body roll or odd noises from the suspension.

View the location on Google Maps

Highway and Vibration Checks
If your route includes a highway, accelerate to highway speed and hold it for a minute. Feel for
vibrations in the steering wheel, seat, or floor. These can point to unbalanced tires, worn wheel
bearings, or issues with the drivetrain. Also test the car's ability to maintain speed on an
incline. Does the engine strain or does it hold its pace? While at speed, turn off the radio and
listen for wind noise or air leaks around the windows and doors. Excessive noise may indicate
poor seals, which can affect interior comfort and energy efficiency.

After the Drive: Final Checks
Pull into a parking spot and let the engine idle again. Turn off the engine and then restart it
while it is still warm. This checks the reliability of the starter and battery under a realistic
condition. Pop the hood and look for any fluid leaks on the ground or on the engine parts.
Check the oil on the dipstick. The level should be between the marks, and the oil should look
clean, not dark and gritty. Also inspect the coolant reservoir and the brake fluid. Ask the seller
or dealer for the vehicle history report. This document shows past accidents, service records,
and title status. A clean history is a good sign, but a few minor repairs are common. What
matters is whether major components like the engine or transmission have been replaced or
had significant work.

Mileage and Ownership Costs
Mileage is a useful number, but it is not the only measure of a car's condition. A well-
maintained car with higher mileage can be a better choice than a low-mileage car with skipped
services. Look at the service stamps in the owner's manual or ask for maintenance receipts.
Regular oil changes, tire rotations, and brake replacements show that the previous owner cared
for the car. Ownership costs go beyond the purchase price. Consider fuel efficiency, insurance
rates, and the availability of replacement parts. A car with a common model will generally be
cheaper to maintain than a rare one. Also think about cargo space and seating capacity: a car
that is too small for your needs will cost you in convenience and possibly in future upgrades.

When you search the used car inventory at a dealership, you want to compare several options
before making a decision. Take your time and test each car under the same conditions. Bring a
friend or family member to help you watch for things you might miss. Their extra set of eyes
can spot a problem or confirm that the car feels right. For those looking at cars available near
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North Hampton, a thorough test drive is the best way to separate a solid vehicle from one that
will need constant attention.

Putting It All Together
A test drive is more than a quick loop around the block. It is your chance to evaluate the car's
mechanical health, comfort, and suitability for your daily life. Before you commit, check the
vehicle history, confirm the mileage matches the condition, and test every function you can. If a
car has any major red flags, move on. The right vehicle is out there. By being methodical during
your test drive, you can feel confident that the car you choose will serve you well for years. For
shoppers browsing the local market, the cars available near North Hampton offer a range of
options, but only a careful test drive will tell you which one is right for you.

If you are looking at a specific dealership, you can find McFarland Hyundai at 177 Lafayette Rd,
North Hampton NH. You can reach them at +16039648771. Stop by during business hours to
see their current inventory and take a car for a proper test drive.
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