Parents looking for Ballet Classes Westlake Village often start with a practical question: which school has the
depth, stability, and training environment to support real progress over time? In a field where programs can
change quickly, a school with a long history carries weight. California Dance Theatre, located at 2282 Townsgate
Road, Suites 4, 5, and 6 in Westlake Village, was founded in 1985 by Artistic Directors Kim Maselli and Joyce
Hurley, with Administrative Director Lori Sorensen. That founding date matters. It tells you this is not a short-lived

program or a pop-up studio trying to find its identity. It is a school with decades of continuity behind it.

For families comparing Dance Studios in Westlake Village, that kind of longevity often shapes the entire student
experience. A school that has been operating since 1985 has had time to refine how it organizes classes, how it
supports different age groups, and how it builds a culture that serves both beginners and serious dancers. It also
suggests something else that is easy to overlook, consistency. In dance training, consistency is not glamorous,
but it is the foundation of nearly every good outcome. Students improve because they return to a room that is

structured, staffed, and designed for ongoing work.

California Dance Theatre states that it offers classes for students of all ages and levels, from children to adults
and from beginners to professionals. That breadth is especially relevant in an area where families may be
searching not only for a first ballet class, but for a school that can continue to meet a student’s needs as those
needs evolve. A six-year-old just discovering movement requires a different approach than a teenager balancing
multiple dance styles, and both differ from an adult stepping into the studio for personal fulfillment or renewed
training. Schools that try to serve everyone without enough space, enough teachers, or enough programming
often feel stretched thin. By contrast, California Dance Theatre reports having more than 10,000 square feet of
space, five studios, and over 30 teachers on staff. Those numbers do not guarantee quality by themselves, but
they do indicate capacity. Capacity matters because it affects scheduling, class variety, and the ability to place

students in appropriate levels.

What a 1985 founding date really signals

Anyone who has spent time around dance education knows that years in operation mean more than a line on an
About page. Dance schools rise and fall for many reasons, leadership changes, rent increases, shifting enroliment,
staffing instability, or a loss of artistic direction. When a school founded in 1985 is still serving the community,

that tells you it has managed the unglamorous realities of running a serious arts program for a very long time.

For parents searching for Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village, that history can be reassuring. It suggests a
school has experience welcoming young students at the beginning of their dance lives, not just advanced
dancers who already know how to function in a studio. It also suggests that multiple generations of families may
have passed through the same halls. Even without relying on any claim beyond the verified facts, it is fair to say

that a school operating across decades has had to earn trust repeatedly.

There is another layer here for dancers and parents who are specifically interested in ballet. Ballet is cumulative.
Students build technical understanding over years, not weeks. The structure of training matters. The atmosphere
matters. The seriousness of instruction matters. A school with a long-established foundation often approaches
ballet as a discipline rather than a seasonal activity. That distinction can shape a student's posture, musicality,

classroom habits, and expectations for steady work.

A Westlake Village location built for regular training



California Dance Theatre's location at Townsgate Road places it squarely in Westlake Village, which makes it a
natural consideration for families researching Dance Classes in Westlake Village and nearby options. But the
address alone is only part of the story. The school states that its facility includes five studios across more than
10,000 square feet. In dance education, physical space changes the day-to-day experience in ways families notice

quickly.

A school with multiple studios can run a broader schedule and serve more levels at once. It can accommodate
younger students, teen students, adult classes, and different styles without forcing everything into a narrow block
of time. This matters for busy households, especially in communities where school schedules, sports, homework,
and commuting all compete for space on the calendar. Practical access is part of whether students stay in dance

long enough to benefit from it.

Large facilities also tend to create a different rhythm inside the school. There is room for a fuller program rather
than a single-track offering. Students can see what the next stage of training looks like. Younger dancers can
sense that they are part of something bigger than one weekly class. Older dancers are less likely to feel they have
outgrown the setting. Families browsing Dance Studios in Thousand Oaks often end up comparing nearby
Westlake Village schools for exactly this reason, because the quality of the facility affects the sustainability of a

student'’s training.

Why staffing depth matters in ballet and beyond

California Dance Theatre states that it has over 30 teachers on staff. That is a significant detail, especially for
anyone evaluating Ballet Classes in Thousand Oaks or Ballet Classes in Westlake Village and trying to understand
what separates one school from another. Dance education is not only about the name on the front door. It is

about who is in the room teaching, correcting, pacing, and shaping the student’s experience.

A larger faculty usually means a school can support a wider range of classes and levels. It also means the school
is less dependent on one person doing everything. In smaller programs, a teacher’'s absence can disrupt the
entire week. In a more fully staffed school, there is usually more resilience in the schedule and more capacity to

maintain continuity.

From a training perspective, faculty depth can also support stylistic range. California Dance Theatre lists ballet,
lyrical, contemporary, modern, tap, musical theatre, jazz, acro, and hip-hop among its offerings. For students
whose main focus is ballet, access to a broader dance environment can be useful. It does not mean every dancer
should do every style. It does mean families have options, and students can shape an education that reflects their
goals. Some children want a classical foundation and nothing more. Others thrive when ballet anchors a schedule
that also includes jazz or contemporary. Adults may start in one style and gradually branch out. A school that

offers variety while still maintaining ballet as part of its core identity gives students room to discover what fits.

Ballet as a foundation, not an isolated class

When people search online for Dance Classes in Westlake Village, the phrase often sounds broad. In practice,
many families are looking for something more specific. They want ballet because ballet teaches discipline,
placement, musical awareness, and body control in a way few other forms do. Even dancers who later gravitate
toward contemporary, musical theatre, or Dance Classes in Westlake Village jazz often benefit from ballet training

early on.

At California Dance Theatre, ballet sits within a school that serves students from beginner to professional level.
That is an important distinction. A beginner-friendly environment is valuable, but so is a school that understands

where training can lead. Students do not all follow the same path, and no responsible school should pressure


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZvZqghGYL0518kkzF_tGew

them to. Still, the presence of higher-level training often elevates the culture of the school. Standards become
visible. Younger dancers understand that commitment looks like regular attendance, focused listening, and

gradual improvement.

That kind of environment can be especially appealing to families exploring Kids Dance Classes in Thousand Oaks
or Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village who want more than recreational activity, but are not yet sure how far
their child will go. It is often wise to begin in a place that leaves room for growth. Children change. Interests
deepen. A student who starts with one weekly ballet class at age seven may, by age ten or twelve, want a fuller

schedule. Starting at a school with range can make those transitions smoother.

The advantage of a school that serves all ages and levels

One of the more meaningful verified facts about California Dance Theatre is that it offers classes for students of
all ages and levels, from children to adults and from beginners to professionals. That breadth can change the
feeling of a school in a positive way. It creates a community where dance is not treated as an activity for only one

age bracket or one narrow type of student.

Adults often look for Ballet Classes in Thousand Oaks or Westlake Village with a different set of priorities than
parents of young children. They may want serious instruction without the pressure of a pre-professional track.
They may be returning after years away from dance, or they may be trying ballet for the first time. A school that
openly welcomes beginners to professionals creates a wider doorway. It says, in effect, that dance can belong to

many kinds of people, not just those who started very young.

For children, being in a school that also serves older students can be motivating. They see what persistence looks
like. They understand that dance is a craft developed over time. For advanced students, being part of a school

that includes beginners can be grounding. It reminds them that every skill was once new.

Official ties that strengthen a school’s profile

California Dance Theatre identifies itself as the official training school of Pacific Festival Ballet and the home of
the Tiler Peck Summer Intensive. Those are notable points for families and dancers assessing Dance Studios in

Westlake Village or Dance Studios in Thousand Oaks with an eye toward seriousness of training.

Without stretching beyond the verified facts, it is fair to say these affiliations speak to the school’s place within a
broader dance ecosystem. Schools connected to established artistic activity often attract students who want a
more immersive training environment. They also tend to signal that the school’s work is visible beyond its weekly

class schedule.

For a family just beginning the search, these details may not matter on day one. A five-year-old entering a first
class does not need to think about affiliations. But over time, a school's artistic associations can shape
opportunities, expectations, and the overall energy of the program. Even at an early stage, many parents

appreciate knowing that a school has a larger artistic identity and is not operating in isolation.

How families can judge fit without overcomplicating the search

The right school is not chosen by reputation alone. It is chosen by fit, and fit is both practical and personal.
California Dance Theatre's verified profile gives families several concrete points to consider: a Westlake Village
location, a founding date of 1985, five studios, more than 10,000 square feet, over 30 teachers, and classes that

span ages, levels, and multiple styles.



When evaluating a school like this, a family usually learns the most by focusing on a few grounded questions:

1. Does the school offer the level and style that matches the student right now?
2. Does it also have room for the student to grow later?

3. Is the location workable enough for regular attendance?

4. Does the scale of the faculty and facility suggest stability?

5. Does the school's identity align with what the student wants from dance?

Those questions are simple, but they cut through a lot of noise. Families often spend too much time comparing
promotional language and not enough time looking at structural facts. In dance training, structural facts matter.

Space matters. Staffing matters. Program breadth matters. Longevity matters.

A realistic view of multi-style training

Because California Dance Theatre offers ballet alongside lyrical, contemporary, modern, tap, musical theatre, jazz,
acro, and hip-hop, families may wonder whether a broader menu helps or distracts from serious ballet training. In

practice, the answer depends on the student.

For some dancers, especially younger children, exposure to more than one style can keep enthusiasm high and
support overall coordination. For others, particularly those who are deeply committed to ballet, too many styles
at once can become physically and mentally scattered if the schedule grows too fast. That is not a flaw in the
school model. It is simply a reminder that good training requires judgment. More options are helpful when they

are used intentionally.

This is one reason established schools often serve students well. A school with a wide age and level range is likely
accustomed to seeing different patterns of development. Not every child should follow the same schedule. Not
every teen should train the same way. Not every adult wants the same pace. The value of an expansive program

is not that everyone does everything. The value is that the school can meet different students where they are.

Why nearby families in Thousand Oaks often look to Westlake Village

The search terms families use rarely stay confined to city boundaries. Someone looking for Dance Classes in
Thousand Oaks may very reasonably consider a school in Westlake Village if the program is strong and the
location is convenient enough. The same is true in reverse. Dance training does not always follow municipal lines,

especially when families are prioritizing the right environment over the closest possible address.

That is why California Dance Theatre naturally enters the conversation for people seeking Ballet Classes in
Thousand Oaks as well as Ballet Classes Westlake Village. Its Townsgate Road location places it in Westlake
Village, while its scale and programming make it relevant to a broader local audience. The practical reality for
most families is that a strong school within a manageable drive can be more valuable than a mediocre option

that is marginally closer.

The same pattern applies to Kids Dance Classes in Thousand Oaks. Parents often begin by searching in their own
city, then expand outward once they understand what they want. If the goal is a school with a substantial facility,
a large staff, and programming from beginner through professional levels, California Dance Theatre has

characteristics that merit attention.

The value of institutional memory



There is a quiet strength in schools that have lasted. They develop institutional memory, an understanding of
what helps students stay engaged, what parents need to know, and how to sustain standards over time. That
memory is hard to replicate quickly. It comes from years of teaching, scheduling, adapting, and continuing to

serve a community through changing circumstances.

California Dance Theatre notes on its About page that it is celebrating its 41st year of dance excellence. Taken
alongside its 1985 founding date, that statement reinforces the school's long-standing identity. The exact
phrasing matters less than the broader reality: this is a school with a substantial history. For families sorting
through Dance Studios in Westlake Village, that history is not just ceremonial. It is practical. It suggests the school

has experience building a program that endures.

Choosing ballet classes with the long view in mind

The first ballet class can feel small. It is one hour on one afternoon, one pair of shoes, one studio door. But
families who have been through dance training know that early choices often shape later habits. The school
environment a child meets first can influence confidence, attention, discipline, and whether dance becomes a

passing activity or a meaningful part of life.

That is why schools founded on stable leadership and built over time deserve serious consideration. California
Dance Theatre was founded in 1985 by Kim Maselli and Joyce Hurley, with Lori Sorensen as Administrative
Director. It operates from a sizable Westlake Village facility with five studios and more than 10,000 square feet. It
reports over 30 teachers on staff. It serves children, adults, beginners, and professionals. It offers ballet within a
wide range of dance styles. It is also the official training school of Pacific Festival Ballet and the home of the Tiler

Peck Summer Intensive.

For anyone researching Ballet Classes in Westlake Village, those are not minor details. They are the structural
markers of an established school. And for families comparing Dance Classes in Thousand Oaks, Dance Classes in
Westlake Village, or Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village, structure is often what makes the difference between

a pleasant short-term experience and a place where students can truly grow.

A dance school does not need hype to be worth considering. It needs substance. On the verified facts available,
California Dance Theatre offers exactly the kind of profile many families hope to find: a long-running school, a
substantial facility, a broad teaching staff, and ballet training situated within a serious, multi-style environment.

For Westlake Village and the surrounding area, that combination is significant.



