
Why You Need a Certified Radon Specialist for
Your Home Test
If you live in York or Adams County, Pennsylvania, you probably know someone who has tested
their home for radon. Maybe you have done it yourself. The test kit arrives, you follow the
instructions, mail it off, and a few weeks later you get a number. That number tells you if your
home has a radon problem. But what happens next is where most people get stuck.

I have spent years working with homeowners in this region, and I can tell you that the
difference between a test result and a real solution often comes down to one thing: working
with a certified radon specialist. Not just a general contractor who says they can handle radon,
but someone who has the training, the equipment, and the experience to interpret your test
results correctly and recommend the right fix.

The Problem with DIY Radon Tests
Home radon test kits are useful, but they are not foolproof. They measure radon levels at one
point in time, in one location, under specific conditions. If you place the kit too close to a drafty
window or run an exhaust fan during the test, your results can be misleading. I have seen
homeowners panic over a high reading that was actually caused by testing during a renovation,
and I have seen others ignore a moderate reading that turned out to be a sign of a bigger issue.

A certified radon specialist brings context to the numbers. They know how to set up a test
properly, how to account for seasonal changes, and how to interpret results in light of the local
geology. In York and Adams County, the bedrock is a mix of limestone, shale, and granite, and
radon levels can vary widely even between neighboring houses. A specialist who knows the
area can spot patterns that a DIY test cannot show.

View the location on Google Maps

What a Certified Radon Specialist Actually Does
The title "certified radon specialist" is not just a marketing term. It means the person has
completed training approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection or a
national certifying body. They understand how radon moves through soil, how it enters a
building through cracks and gaps, and how different mitigation systems work in different types
of foundations.

https://search.google.com/local/reviews?placeid=ChIJnUwiBwCPyIkR4J_S6sr1kS0&authuser=0&hl=en&gl=US
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=York%20PA%20Radon%20Pros


When I work with a specialist, the first step is always a thorough inspection of the house. They
look at the foundation type, the sump pump, the crawl space, the slab joints, and the HVAC
system. They check for pathways that radon might use to enter, like gaps around pipes or the
space between the floor and the wall. Then they decide where to place the test devices, often
using more than one device to get a complete picture.

After the test, the specialist explains the results in plain language. If the level is above 4
picocuries per liter, the EPA action level, they will recommend a mitigation system. But even if
the level is below that threshold, they might suggest a passive system or simple sealing work
to reduce your long-term exposure. The key is that they do not just hand you a number and
walk away. They help you understand what it means for your family.

Why Hiring a General Contractor Is Not the Same
Some homeowners assume that any contractor can handle radon mitigation. After all, it is just
a pipe and a fan, right? Not exactly. A radon mitigation system has to be designed for the
specific house. The fan must be sized correctly for the soil pressure and the pipe run. The pipe



must be sealed properly to avoid pulling radon from the wrong places. And the system must be
tested after installation to confirm it is working.

A general contractor who does not specialize in radon might install a system that looks fine but
does not actually lower the radon level. I have seen systems where the fan was too small, the
pipe was run through a living space without proper sealing, or the discharge point was too
close to a window. Those mistakes can cost thousands of dollars and leave the family still
exposed. A certified radon specialist avoids these pitfalls because they have seen them before
and know how to prevent them.

Mitigation Is Not a One-Size-Fits-All Solution
There are several types of radon mitigation systems, and the right one depends on your home's
construction. Sub-slab depressurization is the most common for homes with a basement or
slab-on-grade foundation. It involves drilling a hole through the slab, installing a pipe, and
attaching a fan that pulls radon from below the house and vents it above the roofline. For
homes with a crawl space, the system might involve a vapor barrier and a fan that pulls radon
from under the barrier.

A certified radon specialist can evaluate which system will work best for your house and your
budget. They can also tell you when a system is not worth installing, for instance if the radon
level is barely above the action level and simple sealing and ventilation improvements could be
enough. That kind of honest advice is rare, but it is exactly what you get from someone who is
not trying to sell you a system you do not need.



Fan Replacement: A Common Hidden Need
Many homes in this area already have a radon mitigation system installed by a previous owner.
But those systems need maintenance. The fan that pulls the radon out of the soil typically lasts
five to ten years, depending on the brand and how hard it runs. When a fan fails, the radon level
can climb back up quickly, and the homeowner may not notice until they test again or start
having health concerns.

A certified radon specialist can test the system, check the fan operation, and recommend a
replacement if needed. They can also spot problems like a blocked discharge pipe, a loose
electrical connection, or a fan that is running but not pulling enough vacuum. Replacing a fan is
a straightforward job for a specialist, but it is easy to get wrong if you try to do it yourself or
hire someone who does not understand radon systems.

Trusted Contractor Recommendations Matter
One of the most frustrating things I hear from homeowners is that they found a radon
contractor online, paid for a mitigation system, and then could not get the contractor to return
their calls when the system did not work. That is why having a local resource that provides



DEP-backed data and trusted contractor recommendations is so valuable. You do not have to
guess who is qualified. You can look up the contractors who are certified, who have good
reviews, and who have a track record in York and Adams County.

A certified radon specialist is also more likely to be insured, bonded, and up to date on the
latest DEP guidelines. They understand the local permitting process and know how to work
with home inspectors during a real estate transaction. If you are selling your home, having a
specialist install a system can add to the home's value and give buyers peace of mind.

What to Ask Before You Hire
Before you hire anyone to test or mitigate radon in your home, ask these questions:

Are you a certified radon specialist through the NRPP or PA DEP?

How many radon mitigation systems have you installed in homes like mine?

Do you provide a post-mitigation test to confirm the system is working?

What is your warranty on the fan and the installation labor?

If the contractor hesitates on any of these, keep looking. A good specialist will be proud of their
certification and happy to show it. They will also have references from local homeowners who
can vouch for their work.



The Bottom Line



Radon is a serious health risk, but it is also a manageable one. The key is to take the right
steps with the right help. Testing your home is the first step, but do not stop there. Work with a
certified radon specialist who can help you understand your results and choose a mitigation
system that fits your home and your budget. That investment in expertise will pay off in lower
radon levels and greater peace of mind for you and your family.

York PA Radon Pros, located at 867 Clare Ln, York, PA 17402, USA, and reachable at +1 717-
807-5245, serves as a local resource for radon testing, mitigation, and fan replacement in York
and Adams County, Pennsylvania, offering trusted contractor recommendations and DEP-
backed data to help homeowners make informed decisions.

Connect with us on Pinterest.

https://www.pinterest.com/yorkparadonpros/

