
How to Choose the Right Window Treatments PA
Homeowners Trust

Window treatments are more than just fabric on a frame
They shape the light, control privacy, and anchor the feel of a room. For homeowners in
Pennsylvania, the choice involves more than picking a color. The climate, the architecture, and
the way a house faces all matter. Getting the selection right takes a clear eye and some
practical knowledge.

Many people start by thinking about curtains or blinds as a finishing touch, something you add
after the furniture is placed. But window treatments actually deserve earlier consideration.
They affect how warm a room feels in winter, how cool it stays in summer, and how much your
upholstery fades over time. That is why window treatments PA homeowners choose often
reflect a mix of function and local sensibility.

Start with the hardware
The rod or track you pick sets the stage. A thin, flimsy rod will sag under lined drapes. A heavy
wrought-iron rod might overwhelm a small casement window. Measure the window frame first,
then decide how much wall space you want the treatment to cover. For a standard double-hung
window, extending the rod three to six inches past the frame on each side lets in more light
when the drapes are open. For a picture window, a ceiling-mounted track can give a clean,
modern line.

Consider the weight of the fabric. Linen and cotton blends drape well but need sturdy brackets.
Polyester blends hold their shape longer but can look stiff if not lined. If you are layering
treatments - say, a sheer under a blackout curtain - the hardware needs to support both layers
without bending.

View the location on Google Maps

Fabric choices for Pennsylvania homes
Pennsylvania experiences a full range of seasons. Hot, humid summers and cold, dry winters
put window treatments to the test. Fabrics that trap heat in summer or let drafts through in
winter will make a room uncomfortable. Look for materials with a tight weave if insulation
matters. Thermal linings add a layer of foam or fleece between the face fabric and the room,
which helps keep the temperature steady.

https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=1197000619166782458&output=embed


Sun exposure is another factor. South-facing windows get strong light year-round. Direct sun
will fade fabrics over time. A lining with UV protection slows that process. For east- and west-
facing windows, morning or afternoon light can create glare on screens and TV sets.
Adjustable blinds or shades let you tilt the slats to redirect light without losing the view.

For a classic look, many homeowners in the region choose cotton duck or a linen-cotton blend.
These fabrics breathe well and hold up to regular cleaning. For a more formal room, silk or
velvet adds depth but requires professional cleaning and careful placement away from direct
sun.

Types of window treatments and when to use them
There is no single best treatment for every window. The right choice depends on the room, the
window size, and how you use the space. Here is a breakdown of the most common options
and where they work best.

Curtains and drapes

Curtains are usually unlined or lightly lined, meant to soften a room and filter light. Drapes are
heavier, often lined, and can block light almost completely. For a bedroom, blackout drapes
help with sleep. For a living room where you want natural light, a medium-weight curtain with a
sheer lining gives you flexibility. Pleated headers - pinch pleat, goblet, or pencil - add structure
and hang neatly. Rod-pocket curtains are simpler but harder to slide open and closed.

Blinds

Blinds are a practical option for kitchens, bathrooms, and home offices. They control light
precisely and are easy to clean. Venetian blinds (horizontal slats) work well on double-hung
windows. Vertical blinds suit sliding glass doors or large windows. In both cases, look for slats
that are stiff enough to hold their position when tilted. Aluminum blinds are affordable and
lightweight but can bend. Faux wood blinds give a warmer look and resist moisture better than
real wood in humid rooms.

Shades

Shades offer a cleaner, more minimal look than blinds. Roller shades are simple and can be
ordered with blackout or light-filtering fabric. Roman shades fold into soft pleats when raised,
adding texture even when they are up. Cellular shades, sometimes called honeycomb shades,
have a pleated structure that traps air and provides excellent insulation. They are a strong
choice for rooms that feel drafty in winter.

Shutters



Interior shutters are less common but can be striking. They work well in colonial or farmhouse-
style homes. Louvered shutters let you adjust airflow while maintaining privacy. Solid panel
shutters block light completely. Shutters are best on windows that are not opened frequently,
because they swing into the room.

Measuring and installation tips
Measure each window individually. Even in the same room, windows can vary by a quarter-inch
or more. For inside-mount blinds or shades, measure the width at the top, middle, and bottom,
and use the narrowest measurement. For outside-mount, add at least two inches on each side
to ensure coverage. Write down every measurement before ordering. Many suppliers will not
accept returns on custom-cut treatments.

Installation is straightforward for most treatments, but a few things matter. Use a level. A rod
that tilts even slightly will make the fabric hang crooked. Use wall anchors if you are mounting
into drywall without a stud behind it. Heavy drapes need brackets screwed into wood or metal
studs, not just drywall. If you are unsure, a simple stud finder costs very little and saves a lot of
frustration.

Coordinating with flooring and walls
Window treatments do not exist in isolation. They sit against the wall and above the floor. A
busy patterned curtain can clash with a bold rug. A neutral floor gives you more freedom with
window fabric. If your floor is hardwood or tile, consider the undertones. Warm wood floors
pair well with cream, taupe, or olive curtains. Cool gray floors look clean with white, navy, or
charcoal treatments.

Wall color also matters. A treatment that matches the wall recedes visually, making the
window seem larger. A treatment that contrasts with the wall draws the eye. For a small room,
matching the treatment to the wall can make the space feel bigger. For a large room, a
contrasting treatment can add warmth and focus.

Local considerations for window treatments PA
Pennsylvania has its own building stock and weather patterns. Older homes in West Chester
and the surrounding area often have deep window sills, original wood trim, and slightly out-of-
square openings. Standard off-the-shelf treatments may not fit well. Custom or semi-custom
options let you adjust for these quirks. For example, a Roman shade made to the exact width
of an old window will look far better than a stock blind that leaves gaps on the sides.

Seasonal changes also affect performance. In winter, cold air seeps through single-pane
windows. A cellular shade or a lined drape cuts that draft. In summer, the same treatment



blocks solar heat gain. Many homeowners find that investing in quality window treatments PA
designers recommend pays off in comfort and energy savings over time.

For those who prefer a professional touch, working with a local showroom gives access to
fabrics and hardware that big-box stores do not carry. You can see and feel the materials,
check how they block light, and ask about installation options that fit your home's specific
needs.

Maintenance and longevity
Window treatments collect dust and odors. Vacuum them regularly with a brush attachment.
For fabric treatments, spot-clean with mild detergent and water. Avoid harsh chemicals that
can strip the finish or discolor the fabric. Blinds can be wiped down with a damp cloth. Wood
blinds need a dry cloth or a barely damp one to avoid warping.

Rotate treatments if possible. Sunlight hits the same spot day after day, so rotating drapes or
shades from one window to another evens out fading. If you have multiple sets of drapes,
storing a backup set in a dark closet extends its life.

For families with children or pets, consider cordless blinds or shades. The cords on traditional
blinds pose a strangulation risk, and they also tangle easily. Cordless options are safer and
simpler to operate.

Bringing it all together
Choosing window treatments involves balancing looks, function, and budget. Start with the
room's needs - light control, privacy, insulation - then pick a style that fits your home's
character. Measure carefully, choose quality materials, and do not rush the decision. A well-
chosen treatment lasts for years and makes a daily difference in how your home feels.

If you are looking for guidance in person, Boyle's Floor and Window Design at 705 E Gay St,
West Chester, PA 19380, (610) 429-9773, offers a range of options and can help you see what
works in your space.

https://www.zoominfo.com/c/boyles-flooring/347810849

