
Local Routes and Landmarks: Driving Directions
Palos Hills

Getting Around Palos Hills with Confidence
When you need to get from Evergreen Park to a specific address in Palos Hills, the drive can
feel straightforward or deceptively tricky depending on the time of day and your familiarity with
the area. I have made this trip more times than I can count, both for work and for personal
errands, and I have learned that the best route is not always the most obvious one. The driving
directions Palos Hills residents and visitors rely on often depend on whether you are heading
south on Cicero Avenue or taking the more scenic route through the forest preserves.

My first time driving to a contractor's office near 87th Street and Pulaski left me second-
guessing my GPS. The system wanted me to take a series of side streets that added ten
minutes to the drive. Since then, I have developed a mental map of the area that accounts for
school zones, railroad crossings, and the occasional parade that shuts down the main drag.
The key is knowing which roads offer the most consistent travel times and which ones you
should avoid during rush hour.

Understanding the Local Grid
Palos Hills sits in a part of the southwest suburbs where the street grid starts to break down
into winding roads and cul-de-sacs. Unlike the rigid blocks of Chicago, this area follows the
contours of the glacial moraines and the Cal-Sag Channel. When someone asks me for driving
directions Palos Hills, I always start by reminding them that the major north-south arteries are
Cicero Avenue (Route 50) and Harlem Avenue (Route 43). Both run parallel and connect
directly to Evergreen Park, but they offer different experiences.

Cicero Avenue tends to have more traffic lights and commercial strips, but it also has better
lighting and wider lanes. Harlem Avenue feels more residential and can be slower if you hit
every school zone. I usually recommend Cicero for first-timers because the landmarks are
easier to spot. There is a Jewel-Osco at 95th Street that serves as a reliable waypoint, and the
Palos Hills City Hall is hard to miss on the east side of the road.

Navigating the Forest Preserve Roads

One detail that surprises many drivers is how the forest preserves cut through the area. The
Palos Trail System and the Sag Valley preserve create natural barriers that force roads to curve
or dead-end. If you are not paying attention, you can end up on a gravel path that leads to a
bike trail instead of a parking lot. I once watched a delivery driver follow his GPS straight into a
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preserve entrance and had to back out a quarter mile. That is why I tell people to stick to the
main roads until they are within a mile of their destination.

For the specific route from Evergreen Park Public Library to Reed Electrical Services, the most
efficient path involves taking 95th Street west to Cicero, then heading south. The library itself is
a good starting point because it sits right on 95th Street, which is a major east-west corridor.
From there, it is roughly a fifteen-minute drive in light traffic. The tricky part comes when you
turn off Cicero onto a side street like 87th Avenue or 88th Court. These smaller roads can be
easy to miss, especially if you are looking at a phone screen instead of the road signs.

Traffic Patterns and Timing
Anyone who drives this route regularly knows that timing is everything. The worst congestion
hits between 7:30 and 8:30 in the morning when parents are dropping kids at Stagg High
School and the nearby elementary schools. The afternoon rush starts around 3:30 and lasts
until 6:00. During those windows, the drive can stretch to nearly thirty minutes. I have found
that leaving fifteen minutes earlier or later makes a huge difference. The driving directions
Palos Hills map apps give you are only as good as the real-time data they pull, and even then,
they sometimes miss the school zone slowdowns.

Another factor is the weather. Palos Hills sits in a slight valley, and fog can settle in around the
Cal-Sag Channel during spring and fall mornings. I have driven through patches of fog so thick
that I could barely see the traffic lights at 95th and Cicero. In those conditions, it is better to
take Harlem Avenue because it has fewer intersections and more consistent sight lines. The
trade-off is that Harlem Avenue has more curves and fewer shoulders if you need to pull over.

Construction and Detours

Construction season in Illinois runs from April through November, and Palos Hills is no
exception. The intersection of 95th and Cicero has seen multiple rounds of utility work over the
past few years. When they close one of the turn lanes, the whole intersection backs up. I
always check the IDOT website before heading out, but a simpler habit is to look at the Google
Maps traffic layer for the area. If you see red on Cicero near 87th Street, take Harlem instead. It
adds maybe two minutes but saves you the frustration of sitting through three light cycles.

Landmarks as Navigational Aids
For drivers who prefer visual cues over turn-by-turn instructions, Palos Hills offers several
useful landmarks. The Palos Hills Public Library at 88th Avenue and 95th Street is a good
reference point. So is the Moraine Valley Community College campus, which is visible from
Cicero Avenue. Once you pass the college, you know you are getting close to the southern part



of town. The Reed Electrical Services location is near 87th Street, so you will want to turn east
off Cicero before you reach the college.

One landmark that throws people off is the Palos Hills Golf Course. It sits on the west side of
Cicero, and the entrance road curves in a way that looks like a public street. I have seen drivers
turn into the golf course thinking it was a through road. If you end up there, just turn around in
the parking lot and head back to Cicero. It is a minor detour but a common one.

Practical Tips for First-Time Visitors
If you are making this drive for the first time, here are a few things that might help:

Fill up your gas tank before you leave Evergreen Park. There are fewer gas stations
near the destination, and the ones on Cicero can be overpriced.

Set your GPS to avoid toll roads. The route does not require any tolls, but some
navigation apps will try to route you onto the Tri-State Tollway if you are not careful.

Park on the street rather than in a driveway if you are visiting a business. Some of the
residential streets have narrow driveways that are hard to turn around in.

Bring a paper map or write down the directions as a backup. Cell service is generally
good, but there are pockets near the forest preserves where data drops out.

What to Expect Upon Arrival

The area around Reed Electrical Services is mostly residential with a mix of small commercial
buildings. The streets are quiet during the day, and you will see more delivery trucks than
personal cars. The business itself is set back from the road, so look for a sign or a flag marking
the entrance. If you reach the Palos Hills Community Center, you have gone one block too far.
Turn around at the community center parking lot and look for the driveway on the south side of
the street.

I have visited similar electrical supply shops in the suburbs, and the parking situation is usually
fine. There is enough room for a couple of vehicles without blocking the road. The staff at Reed
Electrical Services are used to giving directions over the phone, so if you get lost, do not
hesitate to call them. They can talk you through the last few turns more accurately than any
GPS.

Final Thoughts on the Route
The drive from Evergreen Park to Palos Hills is not long, but it requires some local knowledge
to do smoothly. I have made this trip in rain, snow, and bright sunshine, and the one constant is
that the driving directions Palos Hills locals share are more reliable than any app. The apps do



not know that the left turn at 87th Street has a blind spot due to a hedge, or that the speed limit
drops to 25 mph near the school zone even though the sign is hidden by a tree branch.

Taking the time to learn the landmarks and traffic patterns pays off every time. Whether you
are an electrician heading to a job site, a homeowner picking up supplies, or a librarian running
an errand, knowing the route saves you time and frustration. The next time you type an address
into your phone, remember that the real value comes from understanding the area, not just
following a blue line. That is the difference between a stressful commute and a relaxed drive
through one of the southwest suburbs' most interesting neighborhoods.


