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Navigating the Process to Legally Obtain a Driving License in Poland

Getting a driving license is a significant turning point for numerous locals and expats living in Poland. Whether
for profession advancement, everyday travelling, or weekend vacations, holding a legitimate Polish driving license
( Prawo Jazdy) grants freedom and mobility. However, the path to getting one can seem intimidating for people

unfamiliar with regional governmental procedures, language barriers, and screening requirements.

This extensive guide explores whatever people require to understand to lawfully obtain a driving license in

Poland, breaking down the actions, requirements, and necessary considerations.

Understanding the Legal Framework

In Poland, driving licenses are regulated by nationwide laws that line up with European Union requirements. To
drive legally on Polish roads, vehicle drivers should hold a legitimate license provided by the proper federal

government authority (Starostwo Powiatowe or Urzad Miasta).

It is essential to differentiate in between lawfully making a driving license through official government channels
and illicit online uses declaring you can just "purchase" a license without tests. Buying a phony or unregistered
license is unlawful, carries extreme criminal charges, and presents severe security risks. Instead, this guide

concentrates on the legitimate, legal pathways to acquiring a driving license in Poland.

Step-by-Step Guide to Getting a Polish Driving License

The journey to getting a kupi¢ prawo jazdy driving license in Poland follows a standardized, transparent

procedure. Below is the detailed roadmap every candidate should follow.

Step 1: Obtain a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

Before taking any driving lessons or booking exams, candidates must acquire a Driver Candidate Profile ( Profil

Kandydata na Kierowce - PKK).
What is required for a PKK?

* A finished application type.

* A legitimate ID (passport or home card).

A medical certificate validating no health contraindications to driving.

A biometric photograph (3.5 x 4.5 cm).

Evidence of legal residence in Poland (minimum 185 days).

Step 2: Undergo a Medical Examination

Every candidate should check out an authorized occupational medicine doctor for a brief physical and vision

check. The standard charge for this examination is controlled by the state.

Action 3: Complete Theoretical and Practical Training
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While self-study is allowed for the theoretical examination, the majority of candidates enroll in a state-certified

driving school ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcow - OSK).

® Theoretical Training: Usually consists of around 30 hours of class direction (or online modules). English-

language courses are readily available in significant cities like Warsaw, Krakoéw, and Wroctaw.

* Practical Training: Involves a minimum of 30 hours behind the wheel with a licensed trainer.

Step 4: Pass the State Exams (WORD)

Once training is total, prospects need to book and pass 2 examinations at the Provincial Road Traffic Center (
Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego - WORD).

1. Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test covering traffic guidelines, road indications, and safe driving
principles.

2. Practical Exam: Divided into 2 parts: vehicle preparation/basic maneuvers on a closed course, and driving in

real traffic conditions.

Step 5: Collect the Driving License

After passing both tests, the candidate pays the administrative charge at the city government workplace. Within 2

to 3 weeks, the physical plastic card will be all set for pickup.

Summary of Requirements by License Category

Poland issues different classifications of driving licenses depending upon the type of automobile. Below is a

summary of the most common classifications, minimum age requirements, and requirements.

Classification Description Minimum Age Prerequisites AM Mopeds and light quad bikes 14 years Parental
consent if under 18 A1 Light motorcycles (approximately 125cc) 16 years Adult permission if under 18 A2
Medium bikes 18 years None A Heavy motorcycles 24 years (or 20 if holding A2 for 2 years) None B Basic
vehicles, vans, and light trailers 18 years Medical test & & PKK € Heavy products vehicles (trucks) 21 years Need
to hold Category B initially D Buses and passenger transportation 24 years Need to hold Category B initially

Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland

For expats transferring to Poland, the process might be simpler depending upon their country of origin.

1. EU/ EFTA License Holders

If you hold a legitimate driving license provided by an EU or EFTA member state, you do not require to exchange
it to drive in Poland. You might drive with it till its expiration date. However, voluntary exchange for a Polish

license is allowed after developing residency.

2. Non-EU License Holders (Vienna Convention)

If your license was provided by a nation that is a signatory to the Vienna Convention on Road Traffic:

* You can legally drive with your foreign license for as much as 185 days after ending up being a local.
e After 185 days, you need to exchange your foreign license for a Polish one.

® |In many cases, residents of Vienna Convention countries just require to send official documents, translations,

and fees, without retaking the theoretical or practical examinations.



3. Non-Vienna Convention License Holders

Drivers from nations outside the Vienna Convention (e.g., particular US states or non-signatory nations) should:

® Pass the theoretical state test at WORD.
® Provide a licensed translation of their existing license.

e Submit medical certificates and evidence of legal residency.

Costs Involved in Legally Obtaining a License

Budgeting for a driving license in Poland requires accounting for a number of unique costs. Prices can differ a
little depending on the city and the driving school chosen.

¢ Medical Examination: ~ 200 PLN

* Driving School Course (Category B): 2,500 PLN-- 4,000 PLN (depending on location and bundles)

e State Exams (WORD):

© Theory: ~ 50 PLN
© Practical: ~ 200 PLN

* License Issuance Fee: 100.50 PLN

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Browsing the Polish administrative system can provide unique difficulties. Keep these suggestions in mind to

ensure a smooth process:

* Language Barriers: While major cities provide theoretical examinations in English, German, and Ukrainian,
smaller sized towns may just use Polish. Bring a sworn translator if allowed, or choose a school catering to
internationals.

* Residency Status: Non-EU nationals must prove momentary or permanent residency (Karta Pobytu or visa

integrated with a lease contract) revealing at least 185 days of presence in Poland.

* Governmental Patience: Government offices ( Urzgd) can have long waiting times. Reserving visits online in

advance is highly suggested.

Acquiring a driving license in Poland the legal method guarantees comfort, complete insurance protection, and
outright compliance with European Union guidelines. While shortcuts promoted online may sound appealing,

they bring devastating legal consequences, including heavy fines and potential imprisonment.

By following the main actions-- securing a PKK, finishing qualified training, and passing the WORD exams--
individuals can safely and happily make their Prawo Jazdy, opening new chances for travel and every day life

throughout Poland and beyond.



