
Framing Your Treasured Art and Photographs in
Thames Ditton
When you own a piece of art or a photograph that holds meaning, the frame you choose does
more than hold it together. It protects the work, presents it well, and keeps it safe for years.
Whether the item is a family portrait, a limited-edition print, or a child's drawing, getting the
framing right matters. Bespoke art framing offers a tailored approach that standard ready-
made frames cannot match. With custom options, you choose the materials, the mount, and
the finish that suit both the piece and your room. The following points will help you think
through the process and make informed decisions.

Check the condition of the piece first
Before you select a frame or a mount board, examine the item you plan to frame. Look at the
paper condition. Is it brittle, yellowed, or torn at the edges? Are there creases or stains? A
professional framer can assess these issues and suggest conservation methods. For a
photograph, check for fading or scratches. For a fine art print, look for any discolouration from
light exposure or moisture. Understanding the state of the piece helps you decide on the level
of protection it needs. A valuable or sentimental item may require archival materials that
prevent further damage, while a piece in good condition might need only standard protection.

Choose materials that suit the piece and your home
Frames come in wood, metal, and composite materials. Each has its own look and durability. A
wooden frame offers a classic feel and can be painted or stained to match your decor. A metal
frame gives a clean, modern line and is often lighter. The choice depends on the style of the
artwork and the room where it will hang. The mount board also matters. It separates the
artwork from the glass, preventing the print from sticking to the glass over time. A good mount
board is acid-free, as acidic board can cause yellowing and damage. The colour and depth of
the mount affect how the piece is seen. A white or cream mount provides a neutral border,
while a coloured mount can complement or contrast with the image.

Consider the glass carefully
Glass protects the artwork from dust, dirt, and physical contact. But not all glass is the same.
Standard glass is clear and inexpensive, but it reflects light and offers no UV protection. For a
piece that will hang in a sunny room, UV-filtering glass or acrylic reduces fading from light
exposure. Non-reflective glass cuts down glare, which is helpful if the frame faces a window or
a bright light. Acrylic is lighter and less likely to break, making it a good choice for larger pieces



or frames that will be moved. Each option has a cost trade-off, but for a treasured item, the
extra investment in conservation glass can preserve the piece for decades.
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Think about the backing and hanging hardware
The backing board supports the artwork from behind. A sturdy backing board prevents sagging
and keeps the piece flat. Acid-free backing is important for long-term preservation. The
hanging hardware must be strong enough for the weight of the frame and glass. A heavy frame
with a large piece of glass can be surprisingly heavy, so use wall anchors or screws rated for
that weight. For a valuable piece, consider using a wire hanger with two points on the back of
the frame for stability. This helps the frame hang level and reduces stress on the wall mount.

Plan the layout and placement
Think about where the framed piece will go. Will it be above a sofa, in a hallway, or in a study?
The lighting in that spot affects how the artwork looks. Direct sun can fade colours over time,
so avoid placing a valuable piece in full sunlight. Also consider the wall colour and the
surrounding decor. A frame that blends in might be best for a busy room, while a bold frame
can make the artwork stand out in a minimalist space. The height at which you hang the piece
matters too. Eye level is usually good, but in a hallway or above furniture, the sight line may
differ. Measure the space and picture the frame in place before you commit.

Framing for treasured memories
When the item holds personal value, the framing decisions take on added weight. You are not
just decorating a wall; you are preserving a memory. This is where framing for treasured
memories comes into play. The materials you select should reflect the care you have for the
piece. A child's first drawing, a wedding photograph, or a map from a special trip all deserve
protection that matches their meaning. Choose a frame that complements the piece without
overpowering it. A simple moulding and a clean mount often work best for personal
photographs, as they keep the focus on the image itself. For a fine art print, you might opt for a
more elaborate frame that echoes the style of the artwork.

Ask about conservation techniques
If the piece is valuable or very old, ask the framer about conservation methods. Conservation
framing uses materials and techniques that do not damage the artwork over time. This
includes acid-free mount board, UV-filtering glass, and reversible methods of attaching the
artwork. The artwork should not be glued or taped directly to the backing. Instead, use archival
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hinges or corner pockets that can be removed later without harming the print. Moisture control
is also part of conservation framing. A small gap behind the mount allows air to circulate,
reducing the risk of condensation inside the frame. These details matter for pieces that will be
passed down through generations.

Budget for the long term
Bespoke framing is an investment. The cost depends on the frame material, the glass type, the
mount board, and the labour. A simple frame with standard glass and a basic mount is more
affordable, but it may not offer the same level of protection as a conservation-grade setup. For
a piece that you intend to keep for many years, it is worth spending a little more on better
materials. The frame itself should be durable and well-constructed. Cheap frames can warp,
split, or lose their finish over time. A well-made frame, on the other hand, will last as long as the
artwork inside it.

Cinnamon Framing is also on Instagram.

Framing for treasured memories is about more than just putting a picture in a frame. It is about
respecting the piece and the story it tells. By paying attention to the condition of the item,
choosing the right materials, and considering the long-term care, you ensure that the piece
remains a source of joy for years to come. Whether you are framing a photograph, a fine art
print, or a sentimental keepsake, taking the time to make thoughtful choices will reward you
every time you look at it.

For professional guidance on your next project, contact Cinnamon Framing at Unit 7, The Rythe
Centre, Claygate Ln, Thames Ditton KT7 0LE, UK, or call +44 7572 916946.

https://www.instagram.com/cinnamonframing?igsh=MWNzOG1sd2NnYnI3Zg%3D%3D

