
What to Know About 16-Ft Garage Door Replacement Panels
A broken garage door panel does not always mean you need a completely new door. For a 16-ft garage door,
replacing one garage door panel can sometimes restore appearance, insulation, and operation at a lower price
than full garage door replacement. However, sourcing the correct replacement section is more complicated than
choosing a standard-sized part from a shelf.

A 16-foot garage door is commonly used for a two-car garage door opening. Most are made as a sectional
garage door, with several horizontal sections joined by hinges. Each garage door panel must coordinate with the
others in height, width, thickness, profile, color, window arrangement, insulation level, and hardware placement.

Many homeowners use the term overhead garage door to identify a sectional door that rolls along garage door
tracks and rests overhead when open. A panel that looks similar may not operate safely if its dimensions or
weight do not match from the original. The correct replacement section must function alongside the existing
garage door cables, rollers, hinges, tracks, springs, and garage door opener.

Before shopping, photograph the entire door, the damaged section, the hinges, and the manufacturer label. Take
precise measurements, but do not order solely from the opening width. A 16-ft door may have panels that are
slightly narrower than the complete opening, and panel height varies by door design.

Can Lowe's Offer Substitute Panels for a 16-Ft Garage Door?
Lowe's offers many garage door products, including complete doors, hardware, openers, weather seals, and
various replacement parts. Availability of a specific garage door replacement panel depends on the brand,
product line, dimensions, finish, and local or online inventory. A universal 16-ft replacement panel is generally not
a safe assumption.

For a sectional garage door, Lowe's may be able to determine compatible products or arrange Lowe's installation
for certain complete door systems. A single replacement panel may need to be sourced through the original
garage door manufacturer, a distributor, or a garage door company rather than bought as a standard retail item.

Look for the garage door manufacturer label on the inside of the door, often near the bottom section, side jamb,
or a hinge. Record the manufacturer model number, serial number, product line, and approximate installation
date. The garage door manufacturer may identify the correct replacement section even if the exact color or
design has been discontinued.

How to Match the Correct Panel
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Start with the panel dimensions. Check the panel height from the top edge to the bottom edge and its width
from side to side. Also record the panel thickness, the number and position of hinges, window placement,
decorative grooves, raised or recessed patterns, and whether the panel is insulated.

Panel height and panel width are essential for door compatibility, but they are not the only factors. The door
manufacturer, model, garage door design, track configuration, and spring system all affect whether a
replacement section will fit and balance correctly. A steel insulated panel may weigh considerably more than a
non-insulated panel with the same dimensions.
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Compare the replacement part with the existing sections rather than relying on a product description that simply
says “16-foot.” Confirm the finish, paint color, texture, window design, and bottom seal profile. Even when a new
garage door panel fits mechanically, a different design can be noticeable across the front of the home.

If the label is missing, a trained garage door specialist can identify the section by its panel dimensions and
construction. Do not remove hinges or brackets merely to obtain measurements. Those components can be
under tension or connected to a door that is not safely supported.
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Garage Door Repair vs. Replacing entirely the Complete Door
Garage door repair is usually appropriate when damage is confined to one section and the other parts of the
door is in good condition. A replacement panel may make sense after a vehicle impact, isolated weather damage,
or a cracked section. The existing garage door opener, tracks, springs, and cables can often stay in use if they are
examined and compatible.

A full replacement may be more suitable when several panels are bent, covered in rust, cracked, or faded. It may
also be the better option when the original model is discontinued and a matching garage door panel is hard to
source. Mixing old and new sections can create differences in weight, balance, appearance, and insulation.

Door damage should be assessed beyond the visible dent. A collision may distort garage door tracks, loosen
mounting brackets, damage rollers, or strain garage door cables. If the door sticks, falls, sags, or makes abnormal
sounds, stop using it until it has been checked.

Compare the garage door replacement cost with the cost of a panel, installation labor, repairs to related
hardware, and later maintenance. A panel repair is not automatically the least expensive long-term choice if the
overhead garage door is older and already needs springs, rollers, seals, and an opener.

Garage Door Repair Cost and Pricing in Los Angeles
Garage door repair cost in Los Angeles varies according to the component, door size, accessibility, urgency, and
company. A basic inspection or service call may have a service call fee, while the final price can include parts,
labor, disposal, adjustment, and testing. Confirm whether the service call fee is credited toward approved work.



Garage door repair pricing should be provided in writing before work begins. A useful repair estimate identifies
the exact replacement section, hardware, installation labor, taxes, disposal, warranty coverage, and any additional
work discovered after the door is opened or inspected.

A single replacement panel generally costs less than garage door replacement cost, but the price can rise for a
16-ft door because the section is large, heavy, and sometimes difficult to match. Custom colors, windows,
insulation, discontinued models, and special-order shipping can also add to the total.

For accurate local comparisons, request estimates from licensed garage door companies serving Los Angeles.
Compare labor, disposal, parts, warranty coverage, response time, and any service-call charge rather than
comparing only the promoted starting price.

Typical Costs for a Two-Car Garage Door

The 2 car garage door replacement cost depends on whether you replace one garage door panel, several
sections, or the entire two-car garage door. A standard non-insulated door is usually less expensive than an
insulated steel or composite door with windows and decorative hardware. Custom finishes and wind-resistant
construction can further alter the price.

The two car garage door replacement cost also includes installation labor. A professional must level the sections,
transfer or install hinges and rollers, check the garage door tracks, reconnect the cables, balance the door, and
test the garage door opener. If the existing hardware is damaged or incompatible, replacing it may be safer than
reusing it.

When comparing a panel repair with a complete replacement, request two separate prices. One should cover the
garage door panel and all installation labor. The other should cover a complete door, garage door installation,
removal and disposal of the old door, new tracks and hardware where required, and warranty details.



In Los Angeles, a double door may receive heavy use, particularly in homes where the garage is the principal
access point. A higher-quality insulated door can improve comfort in an attached garage and may limit heat
transfer into nearby rooms.

Garage Door Spring and Opener Costs

A garage door spring supports much of the door’s weight. A torsion spring is mounted above the door and uses
stored tension to raise the sections. Garage door spring cost depends on the spring type, door weight, number of
springs, parts, and labor. A torsion spring replacement should be completed by a trained professional.

Searches for garage door spring replacement near me often follow a broken spring or a door that suddenly
becomes heavy. Do not continue operating the opener to offset a broken spring. The opener is not designed to
lift the full door weight, and continued use can damage the motor, gears, cables, or tracks.

The garage door opener installation cost is separate from the panel or spring price. It depends on the opener
type, horsepower, ceiling configuration, safety sensors, battery backup, lights, and removal of the old unit. A new
opener may be a good investment if the existing one is noisy, undependable, lacks modern safety features, or is
improperly matched to a replacement door.

During a repair, ask the technician to check the torsion spring, drums, rollers, garage door cables, hinges, and
tracks. A broken garage door cable can cause the door to hang unevenly and should not be treated as a small
appearance problem.

How to Order and Replace a 16-Ft Panel from Lowe's
Begin by the manufacturer's model number, panel measurements, pictures, finish information, and information
concerning windows and insulation. Bring this information to Lowe's or share it with a representative when
inquiring about a replacement part. Explain that you need a specific replacement section for a 16-ft garage door,
not simply a panel designed for any 16-foot opening.

Ask whether the product is an exact match, a suitable replacement, or part of a full door system. Confirm lead
time, return rules, shipping damage procedures, and whether the part includes hinges, brackets, seals, or other
hardware. A special-order replacement section may not be returnable once manufactured.

Lowe's installation may be available for eligible garage door products, but installation services and product
coverage can vary by location. Verify who will perform the work, what the installation includes, and whether the
installer will inspect existing tracks, springs, cables, and the garage door opener.

For a single heavy section, hiring a garage door technician is usually the most secure option. The technician can
verify the replacement section, prevent the door from twisting, install the panel installation hardware, balance the
door, and test the safety reverse system.

Could You Replace a Garage Door Panel Yourself?
DIY garage door repair can be reasonable for simple tasks such as replacing a weather seal or tightening an
accessible fastener, but replacing a large panel is hardly a basic home improvement project. A 16-ft door section
can be heavy and awkward, and the door may move when hinges, rollers, or brackets are disconnected.

Garage door hardware can be under considerable force. Torsion springs, lifting cables, bottom brackets, and
drums are particularly dangerous if released incorrectly. Lifting cables may remain under tension even when the



door looks closed. Never cut, loosen, or remove spring-related components without the correct training and
tools.

If you attempt any minor maintenance, use safety equipment such as eye protection, gloves, sturdy footwear, and
a stable work platform. Keep children, pets, and vehicles away from the work area. Do not work beneath an
unsupported door, and do not rely on the garage door opener to hold the door in position.

For panel replacement, use a garage door technician who can safely support the door and confirm that the new
section does not create an unbalanced condition. Afterward, the technician should test manual movement, the
opener, photo-eye sensors, emergency release, automatic reverse, cables, and tracks.

Finding Garage Door Repair Near Me in Los Angeles
When searching for garage door repair near me, look for companies that clearly describe their service area,
licensing information, insurance, warranty terms, and experience with 16-ft sectional doors. A licensed contractor
should be ready to inspect the door before recommending a replacement panel or complete garage door
replacement.

Obtain a written repair estimate before authorizing work. It should differentiate parts from installation labor and
explain whether the price includes a service call fee, emergency or same-day garage door service, disposal,
permits, and follow-up adjustments.

Los Angeles garage door service may cover a wide area, from the San Fernando Valley and Downtown Los
Angeles to Santa Monica, Venice, Long Beach, and surrounding communities. Response times and travel charges
can change, so verify the company’s service area when scheduling.

Be cautious of a technician who immediately recommends replacing the entire door without examining the panel
dimensions, manufacturer label, springs, cables, tracks, and opener. Conversely, a company should not promise
that any inexpensive universal section will work with a specialized door.

Los Angeles Factors for Garage Door Repairs
Property owners should verify permit requirements with the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety,
especially when installing a new the complete garage door, changing structural components, remodeling the
opening, or making modifications that may affect wind resistance or the building envelope. Requirements can
differ by project and property.

Garage door installation should meet applicable California building codes and local requirements. Ask the
contractor whether permits, inspections, manufacturer specifications, and required safety hardware are provided
in the proposal.

Homes near Santa Monica, Venice, Long Beach, and other coastal areas may experience accelerated hardware
corrosion from salt air. Galvanized or corrosion-resistant rollers, fasteners, springs, and cables can be essential in
these locations. Inspect exposed metal regularly for rust, pitting, and weakened connections.

Southern California heat and sun exposure can damage seals, paint, and exterior finishes. In San Fernando Valley
neighborhoods, insulated panels, flexible weather seals, and UV-resistant exterior finishes may help the door
resist temperature swings and intense sunlight. Garage door insulation can also make an attached garage more
pleasant and reduce heat transfer into adjacent living spaces.

When a Full Garage Door Replacement Is the Better Choice



Door age is an key consideration. Older doors may have obsolete parts, weakened panels, worn rollers, corroded
cables, and poor insulation. If one section is replaced but the rest of the door is near the end of its service life,
additional repairs may follow.

Repeated repairs are another reason to evaluate complete garage door replacement. Add the cost of previous
panel Garage Door Repair work, spring repairs, opener service, track adjustments, and emergency visits. A new
door may provide a more consistent warranty and improve appearance, security, operation, and energy
efficiency.

A full replacement is also appropriate when the existing door has extensive impact damage, severe rust, several
mismatched sections, or a damaged frame. A new system can be designed as a matched door with matching
tracks, springs, rollers, cables, seals, and opener.

Obtain multiple estimates from licensed garage door contractors. Compare the door construction, insulation
rating, windows, hardware, installation labor, removal, disposal, warranty, permit responsibilities, and final garage
door replacement cost. The least expensive quote may not include the same equipment or protection.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I get a 16-ft garage door replacement panel at Lowe's?

Lowe's may offer garage door products and selected replacement parts, but a specific 16-ft garage door panel is
not guaranteed to be stocked or universally compatible. Give the garage door manufacturer, model number,
panel dimensions, design, window layout, and insulation details. Lowe's or a garage door technician may need to
custom-order the replacement section from the manufacturer.

How much does garage door repair cost in Los Angeles?

The garage door repair cost varies with the problem, parts, labor, door size, urgency, and service call fee. A panel,
spring, cable, track, or opener repair each has a different price. Ask for a written estimate that includes parts,
installation labor, disposal, warranty coverage, and any emergency or same-day service charge.

What is the average 2 car garage door replacement cost?

The 2 car garage door replacement cost depends on door material, insulation, windows, finish, hardware,
installation labor, and local requirements. A basic door generally costs less than a heavily insulated, custom-
finished, or impact-resistant system. Obtain multiple Los Angeles estimates that clearly state what is included in
the two car garage door replacement cost.

How much does garage door spring replacement cost?

Garage door spring cost is affected by whether the door uses one or two springs, the spring type, door weight,
parts, and labor. A torsion spring should be replaced by a qualified technician because it stores significant
energy. Check if the quote includes balancing, safety testing, adjustment of the opener, and disposal of the old
spring.

Is it more affordable to replace one garage door panel or the full door?

Replacing one garage door panel is often more affordable initially than complete garage door replacement.
However, a full replacement may offer greater value when the door is worn, several panels are damaged, the
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manufacturer model is discontinued, or the springs, cables, tracks, and opener also need attention. Compare
both options using a thorough repair estimate rather than choosing simply based on the lowest upfront price.


