
The main types of horse feed are roughage, concentrates, grain-based feeds, pelleted feeds, and mix feeds.
Practically speaking, most horse owners develop a feeding program around horse feed that starts with
roughage like hay and pasture, then adds concentrates only when extra energy, protein, fat, vitamins, or
minerals are needed. The right choice depends on the horse’s life stage, exercise demands, body condition
score, and how well the feed fits a roughage-first approach.

If you want the short answer: forage is the foundation, horse feed grain is a common fuel source, pelleted feed
is often used for steady quality and digestive ease, and sweet feed for horses is a palatable textured option that
blends grain with molasses and other ingredients. The “best” option is not one single bag on the shelf; it is the
feed that promotes a balanced ration and fits the horse’s actual needs.

Quick Answer: What Are Generally the Main Types of Horse Feed?
The main types of horse feed are:

Forage — hay and pasture that provide fiber and promote gut health.

Concentrates — energy-dense feeds like grain mixes, pellets, and textured products.

Horse feed grain — grain-based feeds such as corn, oats, barley, or blends used for extra calories.

Sweet feed for horses — a textured mix with grain, molasses, and added ingredients for taste.

Pelleted feed — compressed feed designed for predictable quality and often better intake control.

Ration balancers — dense supplements that help finish a balanced ration without overfeeding calories.

From an equine nutrition standpoint, the best feeding program usually begins with a roughage-based diet.
Concentrates are then added when forage alone cannot meet the horse’s energy needs, especially for a
performance horse, a growing horse, a senior horse, or a horse that needs added weight.

Forage First: Hay Pasture and Why They Matter Most
Forage is the biggest part of most horses’ diets. This includes hay, pasture, and other forms of roughage. Forage
provides the fiber that supports healthy digestion, keeps the gut moving, and gives horses a natural way to eat
over long periods. In many cases, forage should make up the bulk of daily intake before any concentrate is
added.

A forage-led plan works because horses are designed to graze. A high-fiber, forage-based diet supports better
digestibility and helps decrease the risk of digestive upset compared with feeding too much starch at once. Good
forage also contributes to consistent energy, better chewing time, and improved satisfaction, which can help
behavior and body condition score.

Quality matters. Not all hay is the same, and pasture can vary greatly based on plant species, maturity, and
season. A horse receiving excellent hay and ample pasture may need minimal additional horse feed, especially if
the horse is a maintenance horse. A horse with limited pasture access or lower-quality hay may need more
precise supplementation.

Concentrates Overview: Grains, Pelleted Feeds, and Textured Feed
Concentrates are forages that provide nutrients in a more compact volume than forage. They are used to raise
energy density, provide protein, or deliver vitamins and minerals when forage alone is not enough. This category



includes horse feed grain, pellets, and textured feed.

Grain-based feeds are usually rich in starch and calories. They are often chosen for horses with increased energy
demands, but they must be fed carefully because too much starch can be hard on digestion. Pellets are made by
compressing ingredients into a even shape, which can improve consistency and make intake easier to manage. A
textured ration usually combines grains with added ingredients, sometimes including molasses for flavor and
appeal.

The best concentrate is the one that meets the horse’s needs without oversupplying calories or starch. If a horse
needs only a small nutritional boost, a ration balancer may be a better fit than a large grain meal. If a horse needs
more energy for training or weight gain, a performance-oriented concentrate may be more appropriate.

Sweet Feed for Horses: What Is It?

Sweet feed for horses is a textured concentrate that usually includes grain, molasses, and a blend of vitamins
and minerals. It is popular because many horses find it palatable. Owners often see it sold in bulk or bagged
form, including options such as tractor supply sweet feed. It is often used as a practical way to encourage picky
eaters to eat more readily.

This sweet feed can be horse feed for weight gain in UAE useful, but it is not automatically the best choice for
every horse. Because it often contains more starch and sugar than a pelleted or ration-balanced alternative, it
should be used thoughtfully. A horse that gains weight too easily, has metabolic concerns, or does not need extra
calories may do better with a lower-starch option. Sweet feed is still a form of horse feed grain mix, so portion
control matters.

In other phrasing, sweet feed is about palatability and convenience, not necessarily higher nutrition. It can be
useful, but it should fit the full feeding program rather than stand alone as the answer to every horse’s needs.

When to Use Pelleted or Ration-Balanced Feed

Pelleted feed is often a good option when you want reliability, more convenient measuring, and a more uniform
nutrient profile. A pellet can help prevent horses from sorting ingredients and make it easier to know exactly
what the horse is eating. For many horses, a pelleted product supports a more consistent balanced ration.

A ration balancer is distinct from a typical concentrate. It delivers concentrated protein, vitamins, and minerals
in a small serving, with minimal calories. That makes it ideal for horses that eat plenty of hay or pasture but still
need nutritional coverage. It is especially useful when the goal is to support a forage-first diet without adding too
much starch or excess energy.

Pelleted and ration-balancer products are common solutions when you want to keep a horse on a forage-based
diet but still address nutrient gaps. They are also helpful when you need a simpler feeding routine, better intake
tracking, and simpler adjustments.

Nutrition by Each Horse Type: Maintenance, Performance, and Adding
Weight
The proper horse feed varies based on the horse’s workload and condition. A maintenance horse typically gets
enough energy from forage and might only require a ration balancer or a very small amount of concentrate. A
performance horse often needs more energy density to support training and recovery. A horse needing weight
gain may need a feed with more calories, digestible fiber, and fat.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=horse%20feed%20for%20weight%20gain%20in%20UAE


In performance use, products like purina performance horse feed are often selected because they are
formulated to support higher energy demands. If the horse is working hard, the feed should supply fuel without
overwhelming the digestive system with too much starch in one meal. In some cases, fat and fiber are preferred
energy sources because they can support calories while helping keep the diet more balanced.

The best horse feed for weight gain is usually one that improves body condition score without creating
unnecessary starch load. This may mean a higher-calorie pelleted feed, a more energy-dense concentrate, or a
feed that combines digestible fiber and fat with controlled starch. The answer depends on whether the horse
needs more topline, more overall weight, or both.

Daily Grain Amounts for Horses

When asking how much grain to feed a horse per day depends on the horse’s size, forage intake, workload,
body condition score, and the nutrient density of the specific feed. There’s no one number that fits every horse. A
horse receiving excellent hay and pasture may need little or no grain, while a hard-working horse may need
multiple concentrate meals split through the day.

A simple horse feeding chart can give a starting point, but it should never replace observation. Begin by
evaluating body condition score, then adjust based on how the horse is holding weight, performing, and
digesting the diet. Grain should be introduced gradually, and meals should stay within safe limits so the horse
does not get too much starch at one time.

If a horse is already in ideal condition, adding more grain is not automatically helpful. In that case, a ration
balancer or improved forage may be the smarter change. The goal is not simply more feed; it is the right amount
of nutrition for the horse’s specific needs.

Using a Horse Feeding Chart Safely

A horse feeding chart can be useful as a guideline, but it should be treated as a starting point within a broader
feeding program. Charts often assume a general category of horse, while actual equine nutrition depends on
hay quality, exercise level, age, dental health, and metabolism.

Use the chart alongside hay analysis if possible, or at least a careful assessment of forage quality. Then compare
the horse’s current condition to the target body condition score. The safest feeding program is one that focuses
on forage-first, adds concentrates only when needed, and changes gradually over time.

If you are unsure how to balance nutrients, a veterinarian or equine nutritionist can help fine-tune the ration. That
guidance is especially valuable for horses with metabolic issues, seniors, lactating mares, or athletes with
demanding workloads.

Well-known Horse Feed Brands and What Makes Them Stand Out
When people compare the best horse feed brands, they are usually looking at the right nutrient profile, feed
selection, consistency, and how well the feeds meet the needs of specific horses. Some of the most recognized
names are purina horse feed, tribute horse feed, and nutrena horse feed. Another commonly discussed brand
is triumph horse feed.

Brand reputation matters, but the label matters more. A feed that works well for one horse may not be the best
option for another. Look at the protein, fat, fiber, starch, Click for more info vitamins, and minerals on the feed
label, then compare those numbers to the horse’s needs and forage intake.

https://www.wxow.com/online_features/press_releases/in-the-home-of-endurance-racing-bifid-brings-grain-free-gut-first-feed-to-the/article_98eba2ad-89f9-535c-ae38-704b2e4ac0a3.html


A Comparison of Purina, Tribute, Nutrena, and Triumph

Purina horse feed is well known for a broad lineup that includes maintenance, performance, and specialized
formulas. Products like purina impact horse feed, purina impact performance, and purina performance
horse feed are often discussed when owners need structured support for active horses. These options are
commonly used for horses that need reliable nutrient delivery and higher energy support.

Tribute horse feed is often chosen by owners who want specific nutrition solutions with an eye toward
digestibility and performance support. Nutrena horse feed also has a strong presence in the market, with
products that cover many horse types and feeding goals. Triumph horse feed is another brand that may appeal
to owners looking for simple concentrate choices.

Rather than asking which brand is “best” in a vacuum, compare the feed to the horse’s role. A maintenance horse
may do well on a simpler formula, while a performance horse may need a more high-energy product. The right
brand is the one whose feed label matches the feeding program.

Store Brand and Shopping Options to Know

Many owners also shop through retail channels such as tractor supply horse feed, runnings horse feed, and
chewy horse feed. These options can be convenient and may offer a wide range of price points and
formulations. The key is still to read the feed label closely rather than assuming the retail source determines
quality.

Retail feeds can be an excellent choice when you need quick availability and consistent supply. Some managers
use house-brand concentrates for regular feeding, while others choose name-brand formulas for more specific
needs. Convenience matters, but the horse’s digestion, workload, and forage intake should remain the deciding
factors.

Cost, Information, and How to Choose the Right Feed
Understanding horse feed cost is not only the sticker price. A budget bag may not be the smartest choice if the
horse needs to eat more of it to meet nutrient requirements. A higher-cost feed may prove efficient if it delivers
higher energy density, better digestibility, or a more complete nutrient profile.

Begin with the feed label. Look at the guaranteed analysis, ingredient list, and feeding directions. Assess protein,
fat, fiber, starch, vitamins, and minerals in relation to the horse’s age, workload, and condition. A feed that
supports a balanced ration while fitting the forage-first plan may be more cost-effective than a bargain product
that requires supplementation.

A practical way to compare options is to estimate cost per day, not just cost per bag. This is where a horse feed
cost calculator can help. By comparing daily feeding amounts, you can better judge which feed truly fits your
budget and your horse’s needs.

What Is the Cost of Horse Feed?

Horse feed cost varies based on formulation, ingredient quality, and region. Grain-heavy products may appear
less expensive at first, but if the horse needs careful portioning or additional supplements, the total daily expense
may rise. Higher-end feeds with controlled starch, added fat, or specialized amino acid profiles may cost more
per bag but support the horse more efficiently.

A horse feed cost calculator can help you compare feeds by daily use and nutrient delivery. Add the price of
horse feed grain or other concentrates, then compare that with how much forage the horse already receives.



The goal is not the lowest bag price; it is the best total feeding value.

Frequently Asked Questions About Horse Feed Extras & Rewards
A few owners ask whether treats and supplements count as part of a horse’s diet. Feeding horses carrots is fine
in limited quantities for many horses, but carrots are treats, not a substitute for forage or concentrates. Treats
should stay limited so they do not interfere with the horse’s nutritional balance or encourage overfeeding.

Always remember that forage should remain the core of the diet, while concentrates are used only as needed to
fill certain gaps. Treats can be part of a horse-human relationship, but they should not replace thoughtful
nutrition. Even healthy extras should fit within the entire feeding program and body condition score goals.

Best and Worst Horse Feed Brands: What to Look For
People often ask about the best horse feed brands and the worst horse feed brands, but those labels can be
misleading. A feed is only “best” when it fits for the individual horse and the feed label supports the intended
use. A brand that performs well for one horse may be a poor fit for another because of differences in starch level,
digestibility, or nutrient density.

To evaluate any brand, read the feed label carefully. Check whether the product fits a forage-first plan and
whether it provides the right level of protein, fat, vitamins, and minerals. Good digestibility matters because a
horse can only use nutrients it can break down and absorb effectively.

Be cautious with feeds that encourage overfeeding, rely too heavily on starch for energy, or make vague claims
without clear nutrient information. The most reliable products are usually the ones that clearly state their
purpose, feeding rate, and nutritional profile.

Common Questions About Horse Feed Types

What are the main types of horse feed?

The common types of horse feed consist of forage, grain-based concentrates, pelleted feed, textured feed, sweet
feed for horses, and ration balancers. Forage such as hay and pasture should make up the base of many diets,
while concentrates are included when a horse needs more fuel, protein, or nutrients.

Is sweet feed beneficial for horses?

Palatable feed for horses can be a practical solution because many horses find it tasty, but it is not ideal for every
horse. It often contains higher starch and sugar than pelleted or balanced feeds, so it should be tailored to the
horse’s exercise demands, body condition score, and overall diet plan.

How much grain should I feed a horse per day?

How much feed to give a horse per day depends on forage consumption, body size, exercise load, and the
horse’s body condition. There is no universal amount. Treat a horse feeding chart just as a starting point, then
fine-tune based on the horse’s state and equine nutrition needs.

What is the best horse feed for weight gain?

A top choice of horse feed for weight gain is usually one that delivers more energy per pound with carefully
managed starch, easy digestion, and adequate fat or digestible fiber to promote healthy calorie intake. In some



cases, a performance feed like purina performance horse feed may work well, while others do better with a
balanced ration supplement plus better forage.

How can I evaluate horse feed cost and quality?

Compare horse feed expense by looking beyond the bag price and calculating daily feeding cost with a horse
feed cost calculator. After that, review the feed label for protein, fat, fiber content, vitamin levels, mineral levels,
and starch content. The best value is the feed that supports the horse’s needs effectively without giving too much
or needing unnecessary extras.


