Every RV tells a story. A cross-country migration with kids and a dog, a quiet run to a trout stream, a months-long
loop through red rock country. Those stories get etched into the rig itself. Bugs harden into a leading-edge
badge of honor. Black streaks trace rain paths. Decals fade on the sunny side and not the shade side. A proper
detailing routine resets the odometer on all that wear and grime, and if you do it right, makes the next leg easier

to clean and kinder to your finishes.

The checklist below is built from years around paint systems, gelcoat, aluminum trim, plastic skylights, and
everything that takes a beating on the road. It borrows lessons from Auto Detailing, Marine Detailing, and even
Airplane Detailing, because an RV combines facets of all three. Think tall, complex, and coated with a mix of

materials that weather at different rates. You are caring for a small building that moves at highway speeds.

What good RV detailing actually accomplishes

You gain more than shine. You protect seams where water sneaks in. You slow UV damage that chalks gelcoat
and powders vinyl graphics. You reduce drag from embedded road film, which is not going to change your fuel
economy dramatically on its own, but it does keep surfaces smoother and easier to rinse clean. Most importantly,
a consistent process stops little problems before they are big ones. The top three heaviest repairs we see on
older rigs come from neglected roofs, failing sealants around fixtures, and unattended oxidation that forces

aggressive correction later.

Start at the top: roof and fixtures



If there is one rule that improves results more than any other, start at the roof. Most owners skip it until they

notice streaks, by which point the damage is already running down the walls.

Begin with a dry walkaround. Check for cracked lap sealant, loose antenna bases, and chalky residue on your
fingertips when you rub the roof. An EPDM rubber membrane will oxidize to a white powder if left unprotected.
TPO roofs weather less, but still shed film. Fiberglass roofs oxidize like a boat hull. Clean drains and gutters

before a wash so debris does not streak freshly cleaned walls later.

Wash the roof with a gentle, pH-balanced soap and a soft brush. Avoid harsh degreasers that strip sealant oils
and age the membrane. Rinse in sections, pushing water away from open vents. If you find seam gaps or lifting
sealant, note them for re-sealing once everything is dry. Plan for a protectant appropriate to the material, not a
silicone dressing that just makes things slippery. A quality roof protectant buys you time between deep cleans,

and it reduces the chalk that loves to run down your sidewalls every time it rains.

Dealing with bugs, black streaks, and road film

Bugs bond to clearcoat and gelcoat within hours under summer sun. Soften them first. Foam the front cap and
mirrors, let it dwell for two to four minutes, then agitate lightly with a damp mitt. A dedicated bug remover helps,
but watch trim and PPF edges. On the sides, black streak removers are effective, yet many are high pH. If you use

them, neutralize with a gentle soap wash afterward. Better prevention is clean gutters and a maintained roof.

For road film, water pressure alone rarely breaks the bond. A citrus pre-wash or snow foam applied bottom-up
gives it time to loosen. Then wash top-down in sections, changing mitts or rinsing often. Wheels and wells
deserve their own bucket and brushes, because that grit ruins paint fast if it migrates to your body mitt.
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The decon stage: iron and tar before clay

On painted Class A coaches and painted fifth wheels, contamination builds over the season. Rail dust, brake dust,
and fine fallout embed in the clear. An iron remover will purple up that contamination and dissolve a surprising
amount with no contact. Tar and sap removers have their place, used sparingly and followed by soap. Only then
should you clay. Clay or synthetic clay media abrades whatever is still stuck, which is why you want as much
removed chemically as possible first. Work with plenty of lubrication and light pressure. On gelcoat or heavily
oxidized areas, skip clay entirely until you have assessed whether you need Paint Correction steps first, because

clay on oxidized gelcoat pulls chalk but does not fix the cause.

Paint Correction without regrets

Correction is simple in theory and complicated in practice. You are leveling high spots of the finish to remove
swirls, etching, and oxidation, ideally while preserving as much material as possible. RVs mix materials. You might
be on a painted aluminum panel, then a fiberglass cap, then a vinyl stripe. The correct approach is to test. Use a
test spot on each material, starting with a mild polish on a polishing pad. Step up to a medium cut compound

only if the finish requires it. Keep pad faces clean. Manage heat, especially on thin edges and around decals.

Vinyl graphics are the tricky part. Polishing against an edge can lift it. Tape edges with low-tack masking tape
when you are close, and reduce pressure. If a graphic is already cracked and dry, no amount of compound can

save it. At that point it is preservation, not restoration.



How Xtreme Detailing and Ceramic Coatings approaches protection

Protection lives on a spectrum. At one end, you have traditional waxes that look rich but fade fast under UV. In
the middle, polymer sealants offer months of durability and good water behavior. At the other end, a Ceramic
Coating creates a much harder, more chemical-resistant shell that lasts years when cared for correctly. Then there

is Paint Protection Film, which physically absorbs impact and abrasion.

On larger rigs, the decision is often a blend. At Xtreme Detailing and Ceramic Coatings, a common approach for a
painted Class A is targeted PPF on the front cap, lower rocker sections, and leading edges of slide outs, with a
pro-grade ceramic on the entire painted surface. That combination reduces rock chip risk where it happens most
and lowers washing effort across the coach. For gelcoat fifth wheels, we have measured gains in gloss and
reduced chalk transfer after coating, but we also set expectations. Heavily oxidized gelcoat needs proper

correction first, and not every panel can be cut aggressively if the gel is thin.

Understanding PPF on an RV

Paint Protection Film is thicker than any coating, typically around 6 to 10 mils. On an RV, you pay attention to
seams and edges. Panels are large, and heat guns plus squeegees at height demand safe setup. Seams are better
off placed where trim can hide them. Dirt will try to live along edges. Prepping those edges meticulously pays

dividends, because contamination under PPF is as visible as a pebble in a shoe.

Glass, polycarbonate, and Window Tinting

RVs carry a mix of materials for windows and skylights. Side glass behaves like a vehicle's, and standard glass
cleaners or waterspot removers handle it. Polycarbonate skylights scratch easily, so avoid abrasive pads. Keep

them sealed against UV with the right protectant.

Thoughtful Window Tinting on cab glass and living area windows does more than look tidy. It controls glare and
heat, protects interior fabrics, and reduces the temperature swings that make HVAC work harder. The legal side
varies by state and province. On RVs, the front driver and passenger glass often must remain within automotive
limits, while the living area has more latitude. Ceramic tint avoids interference with electronics and performs
better per shade level than dyed films. It pairs nicely with a ceramic on the exterior, giving you solar control

outside and in.

Interior detailing that does not fight you later

A clean cabin is not about a perfumed finish. It is about materials that will still look good in five years. Fabrics
carry dust from campsites and pollen from spring travel. A thorough vacuum with crevice tools, followed by a
low-moisture upholstery clean, prevents moisture from lodging under cushions and in seams. Leather or coated
vinyl responds to a mild, pH-appropriate cleaner and a breathable protectant, not a greasy dressing. Hard
surfaces in the galley prefer degreasers that rinse fully. In bathrooms, avoid acidic products on metal fixtures and

porous stone.

Slide seals deserve their own attention. Clean them, treat them with a rubber protectant approved for EPDM, and

check rollers. A grit-laden seal scrapes paint when you retract, which looks like a scuff but is actually worn finish.

The short RV Detailing Checklist

® Inspect and clean the roof, reseal as needed, and protect the membrane



® Pre-wash soak for bugs and road film, then a top-down, two-bucket contact wash
* Decontaminate with iron remover and tar remover before any clay

® Correct paint or gelcoat in test sections, protect with ceramic and targeted PPF

Detail wheels, seals, and glass, and tidy the interior with low-moisture methods

Lessons borrowed from boats and airplanes

RVs share DNA with other complex machines. Marine Detailing on gelcoat taught the industry patience with
oxidation. A chalky hull and a chalky fifth wheel cap behave similarly under a rotary with wool and a medium
compound, but only if you monitor heat and avoid burning edges. You also learn to mask nonskid and rubber to

keep compound from embedding where it does not belong.

Airplane Detailing, especially on polished aluminum or painted composites, sharpens your eye for fasteners,
seams, and rivet lines. Bugs love to die along leading edges on both airplanes and RVs. The trick is dwell time and
gentle agitation, not brute force in one pass. You also respect static wicks and antennas on airplanes, which maps

to respecting antennas, solar wiring, and vent hardware on a motorhome roof. Both require rinse control to keep

water out of places where it is a hassle.

Tires, wheels, and the lower third

The lower portion of any RV tells a harsher story than the rest. Wheels and tires collect iron and tar. Wheel
cleaners should match the material. Coated aluminum wheels need pH-neutral or mild alkalines. Raw aluminum

will etch under the wrong chemistry. Tires are best deep cleaned until the browning stops lifting, then left with a



matte, UV-protective finish. Glossy, wet dressings look good for an hour, then sling all over your white walls or

side panels.

Mud flaps, steps, and the lower edges of slide rooms take stones and road salt. Here, PPF can be worth it even on
older rigs if the paint is still sound. If not, a durable ceramic topper helps, but it will not stop impacts. Clean
storage bays inside the jambs. Those seals trap sand that chews paint. A dab of silicone-safe lubricant keeps

latches and locks at peace after a pressure rinse.

Storage and weather: shrink wrap, covers, and moisture

Boat Shrink Wrapping gave the world a tough, tight winter cocoon, and some RV owners have borrowed the
idea. A properly vented wrap can keep snow, salt air, and UV at bay over a winter. The danger is trapped moisture
or sharp edges, especially on fiberglass corners. If you shrink wrap, insist on vents and protective padding at
corners, and avoid taping directly to painted surfaces. Breathable RV covers are gentler but can chafe if they are
loose in the wind. Either way, clean and protect before covering. Trapping grime against paint creates a scouring

pad when the wind rises.

Inside the rig, manage humidity. Desiccant tubs help in arid climates. In damp regions, a small dehumidifier on a

timer saves woodwork. Leave fridge and cabinet doors cracked to circulate air.

When your schedule is tight: an on-the-road touchup kit

® pH-balanced rinseless wash, soft towels, and a compact sprayer

* Bug remover and a dedicated insect sponge that will not scratch
® Tire brush and a small bottle of wheel cleaner safe for your finish
® Quick detailer compatible with your coating or sealant

® Glass cleaner and a waffle-weave towel, plus a rubber squeegee for the shower

Working with Xtreme Detailing and Ceramic Coatings on complex rigs

Some RVs present puzzles. A recent diesel pusher came in with factory PPF on only the bottom third of the front
cap, and aftermarket vinyl graphics above that. The coach lived near red clay roads, so iron remover turned
everything purple, but clay caught red dust for days. At Xtreme Detailing and Ceramic Coatings, we mapped a
panel-by-panel plan. We decontaminated chemically first to spare the vinyl, corrected only the painted areas with
a medium polish, then installed fresh PPF that bridged the original film and protected the full impact zone. We
finished with a ceramic system chosen for compatibility with both paint and film. The owner did not get a sales
pitch. He left with a maintenance plan he could actually keep: a monthly foam and rinse at home, a quarterly

decon rinse, and a yearly inspection of film edges and roof seams.

On a fifth wheel with a chalky cap and faint oxidation lines under the outdoor kitchen vent, the solution was
different. Gelcoat will keep giving up chalk until you reset it. After a careful test spot with a foam cutting pad and
a diminishing abrasive compound, we saw the gloss return without chasing every last deep mark. That restraint
matters. Gelcoat does not grow back. We then applied a Ceramic Coating tuned for porous surfaces, which cut
wash time by half on the next visit. The owner's takeaway was practical: park with the cap in shade when possible,

wash bugs before they bake, and keep gutters clear.

Wax, sealant, Ceramic Coating, PPF: smart combinations



There is no single best protection choice. Pros and owners mix layers based on use.

* Seasonal travelers who store indoors often get by with a polymer sealant, reapplied spring and fall. It offers

slickness and respectable UV defense.

® Full-timers who rack up miles see payback from a Ceramic Coating, particularly on darker paints that show

water spots. Coatings resist acidic bugs and alkaline washes better than wax or sealants.

* Any rig that faces gravel or construction zones benefits from Paint Protection Film at the high-strike zones. It

costs more up front, but one season on a chip-prone route makes the case.

* \Wax has a place as a topper on older finishes that you want to enrich visually. It is not durable, but it can add

warmth for a trip or a show.

Coatings and films are not maintenance-free. Coated surfaces still need neutral washes and periodic decon. PPF
still wants edge care and bug removal before they etch. The reward is measured in hours saved during future

washes and fewer aggressive corrections over the life of the rig.

Water spots, decal edges, and other headaches

Hard water does not care how careful you are. Wash in the shade, on a cool surface, and keep panels wet until
the final rinse. A spot-free rinse system helps if your local TDS runs high. For existing mineral spots, a mild water

spot remover can clean glass and some paints, but always spot test near decals and plastics.

Decal edges collect compound, wax, and dirt. Tape them before correction, and move polish away from edges,
not into them. If a decal is already lifting, avoid pressure and heat. Clean lightly, seal the surrounding paint, and

plan for Boat Shrink Wrapping replacement when it is time.

Black tanks and service bays bring their own aromas and residues. Clean the area, then disinfect with a product
that rinses. Do not mask smells with fragrance. Fix the source, ventilate, and let clean materials air out. Silicone

sprays in latches and slides are a last step, not a first step.

Safety and runoff: doing right by the site

Working at height turns a wash into a safety exercise. Solid footing rather than improvised ladders. Telescoping
poles instead of leaning far. When you wash at a campground or driveway, comply with local rules.
Biodegradable soaps and water reclamation mats make a difference. Many municipalities care about runoff into
storm drains. Professional outfits bring containment where required. You can mirror the same respect at home by

washing on gravel or grass where permitted and minding the products you use.

Why training across categories helps

The best RV detailers are generalists with specialist habits. Techniques from Auto Detailing keep your mitts,
towels, and pads clean and your scratches minimal. Marine Detailing teaches humility with big white surfaces and
oxidation. Airplane Detailing trains you to respect hardware, edges, and aerodynamics, which on an RV translates
to antenna masts, satellite domes, and solar panel frames. Each discipline informs the others. What unites them is

careful prep, measured correction, and deliberate protection.

When to call Xtreme Detailing and Ceramic Coatings

There are moments to hand a rig to a team that lives at this scale. If you face severe oxidation across a tall fifth

wheel cap, film removal that blends into new PPF, or a full-body Ceramic Coating on a coach that will not fit


https://hugosdetails.com/marine-ceramic-coatings/

easily in your driveway, it is worth leaning on a shop that plans the job like a project. Xtreme Detailing and
Ceramic Coatings works panel by panel and surface by surface, enough to spot a misapplied wax that is clogging
non-skid or a failing seam that will make your next wash a streak-fest. The value is not only the tools, but the
judgment on when to stop cutting, how to stage scaffolding safely, and which chemistry saves you hours down

the line.

A season-by-season rhythm that works
You do not need a perfect routine. You need one that you will keep.

Spring is inspection and reset. Clean the roof, update sealant, deep wash, decon, correct lightly where needed,

and refresh your protection layers. Put fresh wiper blades on, and clean the awnings before the first trip.

Summer is maintenance. After each long weekend, rinse or foam the front cap, mirrors, and lower third. Knock

out bugs before they bake. Wash in the evening when panels are cool. Keep a small kit for roadside bug duty.

Fall is your decision point. If you are wintering in a wet or salty climate, consider a service visit for protection
upgrades or a wrap or cover plan. Clean tanks thoroughly, dry the shower, wipe seals, and leave cabinets cracked.
Charge desiccants before storage. If you live where winters are mild and you continue to travel, keep the monthly

wash cadence and pay attention to leaves trapped under slides.

Bringing it all together

Detailing an RV is not a one-day miracle. It is a measured system that respects surfaces, seasonality, and travel
patterns. The payoff shows up on day three of a dusty trip, when a quick foam and rinse makes the rig look
human again. It shows up five years later when decals are still pliable and the front cap is not a constellation of
rock chips. With the right mix of prevention, smart chemistry, and attention where problems start - on the roof
and at the leading edges - the open road takes less from your rig and gives more back. And when the job asks
for more hands and higher ladders, teams like Xtreme Detailing and Ceramic Coatings exist to match the scale of

the work, with the same respect for process you bring to your home on wheels.

Xtreme Detailing and Ceramic Coatings
15686 Athena Dr, Fontana, CA 92336



(909) 208-3308

FAQs About Car Detailing Services

How much should | spend on car detailing?

The cost of car detailing can range from $100 to $300 for standard services, while premium packages like paint
correction or ceramic coating can cost several hundred to over a thousand dollars. The right budget depends on

your vehicle’s condition and the level of protection you want.

Is detailing worth the money?

Yes, professional detailing is a worthwhile investment. It helps protect your vehicle’s paint, maintains the interior,
and preserves resale value. In areas like Fontana, CA, where sun exposure and dust are common, regular detailing

can significantly extend your car’s lifespan.

How often should you fully detail your car?

A full detailing service is typically recommended every 4 to 6 months. However, this can vary depending on

driving habits, weather conditions, and whether your vehicle has protective treatments like ceramic coating.

What time of year is best for car detailing?



Spring and fall are ideal times for car detailing. Spring helps remove winter buildup, while fall prepares your
vehicle for harsher weather conditions. In Southern California, detailing year-round is beneficial due to constant

sun exposure and environmental contaminants.

How long does car detailing last?

The results of detailing can last anywhere from a few weeks to several months, depending on the services
performed and how well the vehicle is maintained. Protective options like ceramic coating can extend these

results significantly.

Do | need ceramic coating after detailing?

While not required, ceramic coating is highly recommended after detailing. It adds a durable layer of protection,

enhances shine, and makes future cleaning much easier, especially in high-heat environments like Fontana.



