
When you’re planning a short distance move—like relocating just 10 miles away—it’s natural to wonder whether
hiring professional local movers is worth the cost. After all, it's close enough to do it yourself or with friends, right?
But as many experts featured on This Old House and advice shared by platforms like Thumbtack suggest, there’s
more to local moving than just driving a truck down the street.

To help contractors, homeowners, and renters make an informed choice, OCNJ Daily and other local resources
often recommend understanding what qualifies as a local move, what services local movers provide, and how
pricing works—especially when faced with hourly minimum charges. Let’s break it all down.

What Counts as a Local Move?
In the moving industry, the definition of a local move typically varies by region but generally falls within a certain
mileage range. As a rule of thumb:

Local moves are moves within about 50 to 100 miles of your current residence.

Anything beyond that usually qualifies as a long-distance or interstate move, often regulated differently and
priced by weight or volume rather than by time.

Since your move is just 10 miles, it definitely classifies as a local move. This distinction matters because it shapes
how movers price their services and what to expect from the process.

What Do Local Movers Actually Do?
Hiring professional local movers isn’t just about the drive between your old home and your new one. Movers
bring in expertise and equipment to make the moving day smoother, safer, and less stressful. According to
insights from This Old House, local movers generally cover the following core tasks:

1. Packing assistance: While some movers offer full packing services, many local teams help with fragile items
by offering special wrapping, padding, and boxes for delicate items like glassware or electronics.

2. Loading: Movers have the tools (dollies, straps, ramps) and experience to safely load bulky or heavy furniture
and boxes into the moving truck without damage.

3. Driving: A professional driver handles navigating traffic, parking challenges, and the actual transport.

4. Unloading: Movers unload all items carefully, often placing boxes and furniture in the desired rooms.

5. Furniture protection and basic assembly: Many local movers include furniture pads, blankets, and shrink
wrap to keep your belongings damage-free. Some also offer basic assembly and disassembly of bed frames,
tables, and other furniture to facilitate moving through doorways and hallways.

As Thumbtack points out, the time savings alone from letting pros handle these tasks are often significant,
especially if you’re juggling work, family, or a tight deadline.

The Pricing Breakdown: Hourly Minimum Charges and What Changes
the Rate
Unlike long-distance movers who often charge by weight or volume, local moving companies generally charge by
the hour, with hourly minimum charges—usually two to four hours minimum. Here’s what you should keep in
mind:



Pricing Factor Effect on Cost Explanation Hourly Rate Base cost of service This rate covers the labor for each
mover and the truck. Rates usually range from $80-$150/hr per crew (2-3 movers). Hourly Minimum Charges
Sets the minimum price Most companies won’t take jobs under 2-3 hours due to overhead and logistics. Number
of Movers Increases rate Additional movers speed things up but increase hourly cost. Stairs and Long Carries
May increase hourly or add fees More workers or time needed to move items up/down stairs or over long
distances between door & truck. Packing Services Extra charges Full packing or special materials cost more than
just loading/unloading. Furniture Assembly Potential add-on Basic disassembly and reassembly may be included
but specialized services often cost more. Protective Materials Usually included or minimal fee Moving pads,
blankets, and shrink wrap protect furniture.

Keep in mind that an experienced moving crew lead—like ocnjdaily.com many found through platforms such as
Thumbtack—will always provide a clear, real-time estimate rather than vague “half-day” or “flat fee” promises. I
always ask “ is that in writing?” before booking to avoid surprises.

Time Savings: Why Local Movers Can Be a Smart Investment for Short
Distance Moves
Even on a 10-mile move, the logistics of packing, loading, driving back and forth, and unloading can add up to
several hours or even a full day of work. Here’s why hiring pros pays off in time:

https://ocnjdaily.com/news-from-our-partners/how-local-movers-simplify-residential-relocations-a-complete-guide-for-homeowners/


Professional speed & efficiency: Movers handle bulky or awkward items with experience, reducing the time
to load/unload.

Less physical strain: You avoid the muscle soreness and risk of injury from lifting heavy furniture and boxes.

Stress reduction: Moving can be physically and emotionally exhausting; local movers allow you to focus on
setup and unpacking.

Fewer headaches with logistics: Experienced crews plan the move so items don’t get damaged or misplaced
—especially with furniture protection and labeling services.

Potentially lower total cost when factoring in time: Although the hourly minimum charges may seem
steep, many homeowners realize that the hours they save give it a good value.

When You Might Decide to DIY Your 10-Mile Move
Of course, some homeowners or renters can efficiently handle a short move themselves if:

The quantity of belongings is minimal (like a studio apartment or single room).

There are no stairs or difficult maneuvers involved.

You have a reliable vehicle and strong friends willing to help.

You have ample time to dedicate on moving day and unpacking afterward.

However, if any part of your move is complicated—or you want a straightforward, predictable experience—local
movers are often worth the investment.

In Summary: Are Local Movers Worth It for a 10-mile Move?
Taking all factors into account, local movers are usually worth it for a short distance move of 10 miles if you
value time savings, professional care for your belongings, and stress-free logistics. Here’s a quick recap:

1. Local moves cover up to 50-100 miles; 10 miles is well within that range.

2. Movers pack, load, drive, unload, and often provide furniture protection and assembly services.

3. Pricing is hourly with minimum charges; rates vary based on movers, stairs, packing, and other details.

4. Moving professionals save you physical strain and time, making your day smoother.



Ever notice how before booking, consult reviews and quotes from reputable companies or trusted platforms like
thumbtack, read advice from experts like those on this old house, and check local recommendations such as those
found on ocnj daily. Always ask for a written, transparent estimate to avoid bait-and-switch pricing—a consistent
annoyance in the industry.

Ultimately, whether you hire local movers for your 10-mile move depends on your budget, timeline, and how
hands-on you want to be in the moving process. But for many, the convenience and expertise of local movers
make them well worth the investment.


