Get Your Hyundai Ready for Winter Driving in New
Hampshire

New Hampshire winters are no joke. Snow, ice, freezing rain, and temperatures that stay well
below freezing for weeks at a time can turn a routine drive into a real challenge. If you live in or
near the Seacoast region, you know that conditions on the roads around Portsmouth,
Hampton, and Exeter can change fast. A vehicle that handles summer and fall beautifully may
feel different once the first snow hits. The good news is that with some preparation, you can
keep your Hyundai driving safely and reliably all season long.

Hyundai SUVs for winter driving have a solid reputation, and models like the Tucson, Santa Fe,
and Palisade are common sights on New Hampshire roads. They offer capable all-wheel-drive
systems, good ground clearance, and well-designed heating and defrosting systems. But no
vehicle is winter-ready straight out of the factory. There are several steps you should take to
ensure your Hyundai is prepared for the specific demands of a New Hampshire winter. This
guide walks through the most important ones, in order, so you can check them off with
confidence.
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Check Your Battery and Electrical System

Cold weather is hard on car batteries. A battery that starts your car easily in September might
struggle on a January morning when the temperature is below zero. The chemical reactions
inside a battery slow down as the mercury drops, reducing its available power. At the same
time, your engine oil thickens in the cold, making the engine harder to turn over. Together, these
factors can leave you with a car that won't start.

Before winter arrives, have your battery tested. A simple load test at a service center will tell
you if the battery has enough capacity to handle cold starts. If the battery is more than three
years old, it may be wise to replace it proactively. Also check the battery terminals for corrosion
and make sure the connections are tight. A loose or corroded connection can prevent your car
from starting even if the battery itself is fine.

If you drive a Hyundai with an all-wheel-drive system, the battery is especially important
because the system draws power when engaged. A weak battery can affect not just starting
but also the performance of the AWD system in low-traction conditions. So pay attention to
your battery health early in the season.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=310aUBy0UHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=310aUBy0UHg

Inspect Your Tires and Consider Winter Tires

Tires are the single most important factor for winter driving. All-season tires can work in light
snow, but they lose grip as temperatures drop below about 45 degrees Fahrenheit. The rubber
compounds in all-season tires harden in the cold, reducing traction. Winter tires, on the other
hand, use a softer rubber blend that stays flexible in freezing temperatures. They also have
deeper treads and special patterns designed to channel snow and slush away from the contact
patch.
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If you plan to drive in New Hampshire during the winter months, especially if you travel on
secondary roads or in hilly areas, winter tires are a smart investment. They dramatically
improve braking distances, cornering stability, and overall control in snow and ice. Even if you
have a Hyundai SUV with all-wheel drive, remember that AWD helps you accelerate but does
little for stopping or turning. Good tires are what keep you on the road.

Check your tire tread depth before winter. A quick way to test is with a penny: insert it into the
tread with Lincoln's head facing down. If you can see the top of Lincoln's head, the tread is too
shallow for safe winter driving. Also look for uneven wear, which could indicate alignment or
suspension problems that should be addressed before the roads get slippery.

Check Your Fluids and Antifreeze Protection

Your Hyundai relies on several fluids to operate properly in cold weather. The most critical is
the engine coolant, which prevents the engine from freezing and protects against corrosion.
The coolant mixture should be approximately 50 percent antifreeze and 50 percent water. This
ratio provides freeze protection down to around -34 degrees Fahrenheit, well below anything
New Hampshire is likely to throw at you.

You should also check your windshield washer fluid. Many standard washer fluids are not rated
for freezing temperatures and can turn to slush or ice on your windshield, creating a dangerous
situation. Replace it with a winter-rated washer fluid that protects down to at least -20 degrees.
Keep an extra jug in your garage so you can top it off as needed.

Engine oil is another fluid to consider. In very cold climates, switching to a lower-viscosity oil,
such as 5W-30 instead of 10W-30, can help your engine start more easily and circulate oil
faster on cold mornings. Check your owner's manual for the recommended winter oil grade for
your specific Hyundai model. If you are unsure, a quick conversation with the service team at
McFarland Hyundai can clarify what is best for your vehicle.



https://www.mcfarlandhyundai.com/

Test Your Heating and Defrosting Systems

A car that cannot keep its windows clear is a hazard in winter. Before the cold sets in, turn on
your heater and defroster to make sure they work properly. Check both the heat output and the
fan speeds. If the air coming out of the vents is lukewarm or weak, you may have a problem
with the heater core, thermostat, or blower motor. Also listen for unusual noises from the fan,
which could indicate a failing motor or debris in the system.
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Make sure your defroster can clear the windshield and rear window. In New Hampshire, where
snow and ice can accumulate rapidly, a fully functional defroster is not a luxury - it is a
necessity. If the defroster seems slow or ineffective, have it checked by a professional before
winter driving becomes a daily routine.

Prepare Your Windshield Wipers and Lighting

Wiper blades wear out over time, and worn blades leave streaks and miss spots. For winter,
consider installing heavy-duty wiper blades designed for snow and ice. Some models have a
rubber boot that prevents ice buildup on the blade itself. Replace your wiper blades if they
show signs of cracking, splitting, or skipping.

Visibility is even more important in winter because days are shorter and you are more likely to
drive in the dark or during storms. Check all your lights: headlights, taillights, brake lights, turn
signals, and fog lights if your Hyundai is equipped with them. Clean the lenses regularly, as
road salt and grime can diminish light output significantly. If your headlights appear dim, the
lenses may be cloudy from UV damage and could benefit from polishing or replacement.

Stock a Winter Emergency Kit

Even with a well-prepared vehicle, winter breakdowns can happen. A flat tire, a dead battery, or
a slide-off can leave you waiting for help in cold conditions. Having an emergency kit in your
car can make a bad situation much more bearable. Pack a kit with a warm blanket or sleeping
bag, a flashlight with extra batteries, a small shovel, a bag of sand or cat litter for traction, a
pair of gloves, a hat, and a basic first-aid kit. A phone charger that plugs into your car's USB
port is also useful. Keep a few high-energy snacks like granola bars and a bottle of water in the
car as well.

If you have a Hyundai SUV, you have the advantage of extra cargo space for these supplies.
Use a small plastic bin to keep the kit organized and prevent it from sliding around in the back.



Plan for Regular Maintenance

Winter driving places extra stress on your vehicle. The cold, the salt, and the constant stop-
start driving on slick roads can accelerate wear on components like brakes, suspension, and
drivetrain parts. Schedule a pre-winter inspection with a trusted service center. A qualified
technician can check your brakes, steering, shocks, and alignment, and catch small problems
before they become big ones.
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A service team that knows Hyundai vehicles well, like the one at McFarland Hyundai, can give
you tailored advice for your specific model. They can also perform seasonal checks like
verifying your AWD system is functioning correctly and your tire pressure is set for winter
conditions. Tire pressure drops in cold weather - about one PSI for every 10 degrees Fahrenheit
- so check it regularly and keep it at the manufacturer's recommended level.

Drive with Awareness

Preparation only goes so far. Once you are on the road, your driving habits matter. In winter,
reduce your speed, increase your following distance, and avoid sudden moves. Brake gently
and early. If you start to slide, ease off the gas and steer in the direction you want to go. Do not
slam on the brakes. Give yourself extra time to reach your destination and be patient with other
drivers who may be less prepared than you.

If you drive a Hyundai SUV, you have a capable vehicle beneath you. But capability does not
replace caution. The best winter drive is one where you never need to test the limits of your
vehicle's systems. Preparation and calm, focused driving will get you through a New
Hampshire winter safely.
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