How to Find a Home from Home Nursery in
Rickmansworth

Choosing the right nursery for your child is one of the biggest decisions you will make as a
parent. You want a place where your little one feels safe, happy, and stimulated, a genuine
home from home. In Rickmansworth, families have several options, but knowing what to look
for can make the process much easier. This guide walks you through the key steps to finding a
nursery that truly fits your child's needs and your family's values.

Step 1: Think About What Matters Most to You

Before you start visiting nurseries, take a moment to clarify your priorities. Every family is
different, and the right nursery for one child may not suit another. Consider your child's
temperament, your work schedule, and your educational philosophy. Do you value outdoor play
above all else? Is a strong early literacy programme important? Are you looking for a setting
that feels small and intimate, or one with lots of space and resources?

Write down your top three priorities. This list will guide your search and help you compare
nurseries on the things that truly matter to your family. It also prevents you from being swayed
by a shiny playground or a friendly tour alone, you need a setting that delivers on the essentials
day after day.

Step 2: Research the Different Nursery Types

Not all nurseries are the same. Some follow a specific educational approach, such as
Montessori or Forest School. Others are more traditional in their daily routine. Understanding
the main types will help you narrow down your options.

View the location on Google Maps

e Montessori nurseries emphasise child-led learning, mixed-age groups, and carefully
prepared environments. Children choose their activities from a range of materials
designed to develop specific skills.

¢ Forest School nurseries spend most of their time outdoors, whatever the weather.
They focus on nature-based learning, risk-taking, and developing resilience.

* Traditional day nurseries offer a balance of free play, structured activities, and group
time, often following the Early Years Foundation Stage framework.

e Combined approaches blend elements from different philosophies. For example, a
nursery might be Montessori-inspired but also run daily outdoor sessions.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Woodland%20Wanderers%20Montessori%20Forest%20School%20Rickmansworth

In Rickmansworth, you can find a range of these options. One local setting combines
Montessori-inspired preschool education with forest school principles, offering children aged
18 months to 5 years a curriculum that includes outdoor learning, sustainability, and
community activities. This kind of hybrid can be ideal if you want elements of both approaches
in one place.

Step 3: Check the Practicalities

Once you have a shortlist of nursery types that appeal to you, check the practical details. Does
the nursery operate during hours that fit your work schedule? Is it located near your home or
along your commute? What about fees and any extra costs for meals, nappies, or late pick-
ups?

Many nurseries offer flexible hours or part-time places. Ask about minimum session lengths
and whether they can accommodate your child's settling-in period gradually. It is also worth
checking whether the nursery provides food or expects you to send a packed lunch. Some
settings have a cook who prepares fresh meals on site; others ask parents to bring in snacks
and lunchboxes. Knowing these details early saves surprises later.

Step 4: Visit and Observe

A nursery's website and phone call can only tell you so much. Nothing replaces seeing the
setting in person. Arrange a visit during a normal session, not at a special event or open day.
Watch how staff interact with the children. Are they warm, patient, and engaged? Do they get
down to the children's level? How do they handle a crying child or a disagreement between two
toddlers?

Notice the atmosphere. Is it calm and purposeful, or chaotic and noisy? Are the children
absorbed in their activities, or wandering aimlessly? Trust your gut. If something feels off, ask
questions. A good nursery welcomes your curiosity and is happy to explain its routines and
policies.

Step 5: Ask About the Key Person System

Emotional security is vital for young children. Most nurseries assign each child a key person, a
member of staff who builds a close bond with your child and is their main point of contact. Ask
how the key person system works at each nursery. How does the key person get to know your
child? How do they share daily updates with you? What happens if your child's key person is off
sick or on leave?

A strong key person relationship helps your child feel safe enough to explore and learn. It also
supports parent partnership, because you can build a trusting relationship with one consistent



adult who knows your child well. During your visit, ask if you can meet your child's potential key
person. Their attitude and warmth can tell you a lot about the nursery's overall approach.

Step 6: Look at the Daily Routine

A well-structured daily routine gives children a sense of security. Ask to see the nursery's
typical timetable. How much time is spent outdoors? Are there opportunities for free play,
group activities, stories, and quiet rest? Is the day paced to avoid long periods of waiting or
boredom?

For younger children, a predictable rhythm helps them settle in and feel confident. For older
preschoolers, a routine that includes a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities supports
their development. Look for a balance that matches your child's needs. Some children thrive on
lots of outdoor physical play; others need more quiet, focused time indoors. The right nursery
will be flexible enough to accommodate both.

Step 7: Evaluate the Outdoor Provision

Outdoor play is essential for young children's health and development. It supports gross motor
skills, social interaction, and a connection with nature. When you visit, look at the outdoor
space. Is it safe and well-maintained? Does it offer a variety of experiences, climbing, digging,
balancing, and imaginative play? Is there shade in summer and shelter for wet days?

If the nursery follows a forest school approach, ask how much time children actually spend
outside. Do they go out in all weather? What clothing do they need? A genuine forest school
will have proper outdoor clothing for children and a clear policy on weather-related
cancellations. For a home from home nursery, the outdoor area should feel as inviting as the
indoor one.

Step 8: Consider the Educational Approach

You don't need to become an expert in early years pedagogy, but understanding the basic
philosophy behind a nursery's approach helps you decide if it aligns with your values. A
Montessori nursery, for example, emphasises independence, hands-on learning, and respect

for the child's natural development. Children choose their own work from a range of self-
correcting materials, and the teacher acts as a guide rather than a director.

Other settings may follow the Early Years Foundation Stage more closely, with themed topics
and adult-led activities. Both approaches can be excellent, but they suit different children and
families. Ask how the nursery plans for each child's individual development and how they track
progress. A good nursery will be able to explain their approach clearly and show you examples
of children's learning journeys.


https://search.google.com/local/reviews?placeid=ChIJKVtiVcRoR6IRA14Y90x5Fok&authuser=0&hl=en&gl=US

Step 9: Settling In and Parent Communication

The settling-in process is crucial for a smooth start. Ask how each nursery handles it. Do they
offer a gradual phasing-in over several days? Can you stay with your child initially? How do they
support children who find separation difficult? A thoughtful settling-in period builds your child's
trust and confidence.

Parent communication matters too. How will you receive updates about your child's day,
through a daily diary, a phone app, or a chat at pick-up? Do they hold parent evenings or send
home regular newsletters? A nursery that values parent partnership will make you feel
informed and involved. If communication feels one-sided or vague during the enquiry stage,
that pattern is unlikely to improve once your child starts.

Step 10: Trust Your Instincts After a Second Visit

After you have visited a few nurseries, narrow your list to two or three favourites. Arrange a
second visit to each, ideally at a different time of day. See how the morning flow differs from
the afternoon. Notice how staff manage transitions between activities. Watch how they handle
lunchtime and nappy changes. A second visit often reveals details you missed the first time.

Talk to other parents if you can. Ask whether they feel the nursery lives up to its promises.
Listen for honest feedback about communication, staff turnover, and how the nursery handles
concerns. Trust your instincts. The nursery that feels right in your heart, the one where you can
picture your child happy, settled, and learning, is likely the best choice.

For families in Rickmansworth, Woodland Wanderers Montessori Forest School
Rickmansworth is located at St Mary's Church, Church St, Rickmansworth WD3 1JE, UK. You
can reach them on +44 7356 073155 to ask about availability and arrange a visit.



